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Abstract

The development of technology has affected today's world in all sectors, including
education. Technological progress has prompted educational institutions in society,
including schools and universities, to present all implementation processes in such
systems, including educational and teaching and learning processes, with new
technological approaches and to rethink their activities. In this regard, various types
of technology-based education have emerged in the teaching-learning process. The
world's widespread approach to using technology in education and learning is
evidence that the use of these tools brings unique benefits and advantages to facilitate
learning. Therefore, considering the significant role of educational technologies in the
curriculum and the significant role that teachers can have in applying or resisting
educational technologies, understanding their experiences can significantly help
educational administrators and policymakers in guiding and making educational
decisions. Therefore, the main question of the present study was: What are the lived
experiences of secondary school teachers of using technology in implementing the
curriculum?

The aim of the research was to understand teachers’ experiences of using technology
in curriculum implementation; therefore, a qualitative research approach and
phenomenological method were used. The statistical population (potential
participants) of the research consisted of all secondary school teachers in Arak city.
The research participants were also selected using purposive sampling of desirable
cases in a volume of 19 people. The sample size continued until theoretical saturation
of the data. The research tool was semi-structured interviews. These interviews began
with a general open-ended question and were targeted based on the participants’
conversations. Before the interview began, the participants were informed about the
objectives of the research, the confidentiality of the participants' information, and the
use of a code to protect their identity to prevent researcher bias, and the optionality of
the interview time and the participants' withdrawal during the interview. They were
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also given permission to record the interview. The interviews lasted 15 to 35 minutes
and were recorded. It should be noted that the general interview questions were
provided to the interviewees before the interview. Immediately after each interview,
the content of the audio files was typed verbatim. For data analysis, the method
thematic analysis was used in the form of two organizing and basic themes. To
thematize the data obtained from the research, first the interview texts were read and
reviewed several times and their initial themes were extracted. Next, the themes were
examined and themes that had a common and close meaning were placed next to each
other and were placed together as a subset of a main theme. Gradually, by
summarizing the themes, organizing themes were formed. In order to increase the
validity of the research and provide confidence in the data, the method of member
control and mentioning details was used. For this purpose, after the interview was
completed and implemented and the basic themes were extracted, the basic themes
were presented to the interviewee to confirm the correspondence of the extracted
themes and the interview text. Also, mentioning details means that after the topic was
titled, the reason and method of extracting themes from the interviews were clarified
by providing quotes from the participants. Also, in the coding process, agreement
between the coders was used, so that the extracted themes table was provided to two
professors who are experts in the field of qualitative research so that the desired
amendments to the themes could be made while reviewing the extracted themes.
From the analysis of the interviews, 8 organizing themes and 104 basic themes were
extracted. The findings showed that facilitating learning, positive pedagogical
changes, new technological innovations, facilitating administrative processes, lack of
appropriate technical platforms and infrastructures, challenges related to the ease of
use, management challenges, and consequential challenges were among the main
experiences of teachers in the process of implementing a technology-based
curriculum. According to the results of the study, it can be said that the custodians of
the education system should facilitate the technical, legal, and managerial platforms
for the use of these technologies in order to increase the use of educational
technologies in the implementation of the curriculum.
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