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: Abstract

: Today, the discussion of language is framed within the broader context of
¢ culture. Contrary to the prevailing view among some Iranians, who link language
: to territorial integrity and political struggles, language is increasingly recognized
: as part of multicultural education. This qualitative study, using a
: phenomenological approach, explores the experiences of teachers regarding the
: exclusive use of Persian in schools in Iran. The research was conducted in
: Sanandaj, with 15 teachers (8 men and 7 women) from elementary to high school
: levels invited to participate. Data were collected through semi-structured
: interviews and analyzed using the framework of Braun and Clarke. While
: teachers emphasized the importance of the mother tongue in fostering cultural
: identity, a sense of belonging, and communication skills, they also highlighted
: concerns about the Iranian education system’s monolingual (Persian) policy.
: Teachers noted that the system's educational centralization, cultural assimilation,
: and disregard for minority language rights undermine these aspects. The
: consequences of this policy include identity crises, heightened cultural duality,
: and hindered learning. In response, teachers suggested several reforms, such as
: eliminating political approaches to mother tongue education, institutionalizing
¢ culturally responsive pedagogy, and promoting an ideologically neutral
: educational framework. These findings underscore the importance of
¢ incorporating the needs of linguistic minorities into curriculum planning for
: policymakers.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Iran is a multicultural and multilingual society that
has hosted many different ethnic and linguistic
groups throughout its history, namely, Persians,
Turks, Kurds, Baluchis, Arabs, Gilaks, Mazanis,
Armenians, and Turkmens. Therefore, there is a
great variety of languages and dialects in the country
Despite the linguistic diversity in Iran, and also
according to the Article 15 of the Constitution of the
country, Iran is recognized as a multilingual country,
however, Persian language is the official language
for education across all textbooks and using a
language other than Persian in schools carries a
negative connotation and is discouraged. Also, there
have been few initiatives to teach ethnic languages
in Iranian schools. Thus, mother tongue education in
Iran’s education system has not been realized so far;
the reason is the fear that Persian might be
supplanted as the national language and that
bilingual education is not a rational option for
national solidarity. According to Neoclassicism
thinking, the ancient story of Iranian nationality,
efforts to consider any language-related subject a
mythical case, and any research and deviation from
this mythical perspective are regarded as against
national security. Iran, like other multicultural
countries, has a vast geography and territory in
which diverse cultures have emerged. Also, relying
on the civil status or based on the fifteenth principle
of the Constitution of Iran, it has various languages
that should be taken into account. Therefore, the
importance of mother tongue education has been
emphasized as a fundamental right of every culture.
Also, due to the centralized educational system,
planners at the national level do not pay much
attention to other cultures such as Kurds, Baloch,
Turks, etc., and in addition, they do not take
necessary measures to compile textbooks based on
regional cultures. Thus, it can be said that the deep
understanding of the importance of mother tongue in
the education system of the country has not yet been
realized. The reason for this is that the national
policy makers believe that the basic attention to the
multicultural curriculum in the structure of
education basically destroys the national and
linguistic solidarity. Therefore, from the period of
Reza Shah until now, the rise of eliminating cultural
diversity has started and continues to this day.
civilization of Iran before Islam, so by clinging to
the element of language, they sought the unity and
reconstruction of the nation of the new state,
although this way of thinking the price of

assimilation of Iran's cultural and linguistic diversity
ended.

2- Methods

The researchers investigated various interpretations
of the phenomenon of mother tongue education
using the method chosen for the current study
(qualitative and phenomenographic). Accordingly,
phenomenography is a research approach to
investigate different understandings of reality
Marton (1986). In this approach, purposive
sampling was utilized. Participants included 12
experienced teachers (8 male and 4 female). Thus,
for a qualitative researcher the question of who is the
best source of the information needed is very
important. Data gathering took the form of
individual, semi-structured, and digitally audio-
recorded interviews. Semi-structured interviews are
suitable  methods for data gathering in
phenomenographic studies. The reliability of the
research instrument was checked using Lune & Berg
(2017) framework for the inter-rater reliability
which determines the degree of agreement among
the coders minimizing any bias that any individual
might bring to scoring (Creswell, 2011).

3- Findings

Based on the research questions in this section, we
will discuss global themes along with relevant
organizing themes summarized in tables 2 to 5.
Then, we continue discussing the inter-link between
these themes which have been woven into relevant
literature and resulted in a final thematic network
(Figure 1).

Figure 1: Thematic Network Analysis: Supra
Global, Global and Organizing Themes

Similar concepts and meanings were categorized
under the same cluster making overall 18 organizing

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This study was a phenomenographic analysis of
teachers; perspectives on the consequences of
mother tongue education in Iran’s multicultural
society. The participants were 12 teachers with lived
experiences across Sanandaj who were selected via
purposive sampling. The analysis of the findings
will be discussed in this part. Totally, the findings
indicated that lack of mother tongue education in
schools could bring about devastating effects both
for the school and the students and can present
challenges for the government and educational
system as well. According to the participants, due to
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the government's approach towards mother tongue
education, any scientific investigation of this topic
without relying on necessary infrastructures
provided by the rulers cannot be helpful. Because of
the mentioned limitations and injustices, linguistic
and cultural differences and commonalities among
various societies lose their importance and are
neglected in many scientific studies. Despite setting
out the rules and approaches of mother tongue
education by the government each year, any action
or policies will not be effective partly due to
underestimating the issue, which originated from the
government's discriminatory approaches towards
the languages of the minorities in the country.

The findings of this study are in line with the study
done by Lund & Oral (2022) that investigates
diverse issues in this regard such as separation
between mother tongue education and political
issues, consequences of mother tongue education in
a multicultural society and mother tongue education
barriers and issues. In addition, the findings confirm
the study by Rezaei & Bahrami (2019) which
indicates that mother tongue education boosts sense
of belonging and identity stabilization.

The findings of the present study and the previous
studies on mother tongue education in Iran provide
comprehensive knowledge for policymakers and
educators. Also, the insights and subjects provided
can make for us because investigating all
dimensions of the issue can not be conducted just
through one research. If so, there will be some
limitations and low conformity among findings.
Taken together, in order to eliminate the problems
mentioned above and provide a systematic

mechanism to achieve this goal, the results suggest
that:

(1) Establishing language academies for
minorities by local education authorities to
maintain and develop their mother tongue
and traditions.

(2) Providing facilities, approving regulations,
building infrastructures to implement the
15th  constitution's  principle, and
actualizing the right to teaching and
learning mother tongue along with Farsi by
the government and the Ministry of
Education.

(3) Building relationships among the country's
educational system and developing
multilingual countries to prepare requisite
policies and infrastructures for mother
tongue education.
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