Journal of Linguistic Studies
Theory and Practice
E-ISSN:2981-1260
https://jls.uok.ac.ir

Research paper
3 (1), Spring 2024, 25-53

Semio-Semantic analysis of the effect of startups on lifestyle:

Parisa Tahmasebi Nigjeh'

Sociolinguistics
Ali Karimi Firoozjaee?©| Hamidreza Shairi®
Bahman Zandi*

' Ph.D. Student, Department of Linguistics, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author) E-mail: p.tahmasebi@pnu.ac.ir
2 Associate Professor of Linguistics, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: alikarimif@pnu.ac.ir

3 Associate Professor of Department of French Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modarres
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: shairi@modares.ac.ir
4 Professor, Department of Linguistics, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: zandi@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research article

Article history:
Received: 31 Dec. 2023
Accepted: 6 Mar. 2024

Keywords:

Applied semio-semantics
Discourse systems,
Sociolinguistics,

startup,

lifestyle

Startups are institutions create services to resolve the needs
of society. Startups are trans-temporal and trans-spatial
platforms that have fluidity and move within transfer
discourse platforms. The introduction of these technologies
into the flow of people's lives leads to changes in the lifestyle
of people in the society. Produced lifestyles are tied to
linguistic structures and supported through sociolinguistic
structures. The main problem of this research is to see what
effect and relationship the discourse systems of startups have
on the lifestyle within social relations. With focusing on the
semio-semantics approach and the qualitative analysis
method which examines the way and conditions of using and
organizing signs in shaping lifestyles in social life processes.
Also, using, we try to show that the technological
achievements of the modern world have led to a change in the
consumption pattern. The results indicate that the discourse
systems of startups in recent years have been able to create a
social atmosphere where actors, with trust, participation and
mutual relations, create a new lifestyle.
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1. Introduction

Startups have become an integral part of people's lives in today's world. Startups are businesses that
innovate in order to grow rapidly. With the introduction of technology into the flow of life in society,
the concept of technology transfer and new technologies and its effect on lifestyle is considered. One
of the most important effects of technology development is the change of traditional lifestyle to digital
lifestyle. Although before this, humans were in face-to-face relationship with each other and the
development and promotion of ways of life through these close connections has been accompanied
by a very slow and weak process. With regard to today's technologies, it can be boldly stated that the
superior power of technologies has reached the point where human societies are connected online,
and this has caused the new styles and ways of life to be changing at the world level. In this article,
we will show that the lifestyle within social relations explains the communication conditions of
activists in society with startups. The research question is as follows:

What kind of lifestyle do startup discourse systems produce in society? What is the relationship
between the lifestyle produced by startups and the meaning making process? In this regard, we will
use the applied semio-semantic approach in the theoretical discussion of the research as the source
of our work. The current research is a qualitative research that has been conducted on three startups
Tiwall, Digikala and Snapp

2. A brief note of previous works
Giddens considers the concept of lifestyle beyond a person's behaviors and external aspects, including
the consumption pattern. In one of the clearest interpretations he has presented; "Lifestyle can be
interpreted as a more or less comprehensive set of functions that a person chooses to meet their
current needs and also a way to identify and identify themselves" (Giddens, 1378: 120). Bourdieu
(2011) considers lifestyle as one of the elements explaining the concept of differentiation. From
Bourdieu's point of view, lifestyle is a set of systematic tastes, beliefs and actions that define a certain
class or part of a certain class. Different tastes and aesthetic preferences create different lifestyles. In
aresearch titled " Sign - Semantics of Lifestyle " (2017), Shairi states that new behavioral styles with
all their advantages turn a new behavioral pattern into a habit, so the style can evolve into a new
lifestyle over time. These are the styles that determine our social presence. These face-to-face
methods are either legitimized or supported by official and informal discourses, or they face
resistance and are rejected. In such a situation, there is a logical relationship between the way of

social presence and lifestyle.
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3. Theoretical framework

Bourdieu, the most important thinker whose opinions are of such high importance in the field of lifestyle,
considers lifestyle as systematic activities that arise from individual taste, and has mostly an objective
and external aspect. According to Bourdieu, lifestyle at the same time symbolically gives an identity to a
person and differentiates between different social strata. Different tastes and aesthetic preferences create
different lifestyles. Therefore, lifestyle is a systematic product of character, which is understood through
its mutual relationship with character procedures, and becomes a system of signs that is comprehensively
evaluated (Bourdieu, 1984: 172). The theoretical framework of this research is based on Bourdieu's theory
about agency and structure. Bourdieu emphasizes on performance, which is the result of the discursive
relationship between structure and agency. In the article "semio-semantic analysis of the social discourse
of fashion: from rationalism to idealism", Shairi states that lifestyle produces three types of discourse

Applied-action discourse that is more cognitive and operational. This type of lifestyle discourse is
completely program-oriented and seeks to obtain a personal and determined and program-oriented value.
In fact, the discourse of practical-functional lifestyle is completely result-oriented. The second type of
discourse is fun-entertainment discourse. This type of discourse due to its connection with the emotional
system, has a state aspect. Entertainment discourses are not program-oriented, but they are entertainment,
taste and passion, in fact, in a situation where a person separates himself from the rules of work and hard
conditions and experiences fun and relaxation. And finally, the idealistic-imaginary discourse that is
idealistic. This type of discourse brings the actor into the dream and imagination system. Ideal discourse
is not subject to any limitations and creates new conditions for itself at every moment (Shairi 2018:34).
Shairi, citing Fontanille (2015) in his article " Sign-Semantics of Lifestyle ", states that like all applied
systems, individual and social power relations, interactions and ways of human presence in society, use
of lifestyles and how and how to apply them It can cause some styles to be more stable and dominate
other styles. Even because of these relationships and conflicts related to it, in some societies, styles are
promoted in the societies by the governments, which are not accepted by the society, and the society finds
its own style and gives continuity to it. Lifestyles are very diverse, but they are not owned and
monopolized by anyone. Any style can be used by collective actors or individual actors, but styles are

always available to everyone, even if they have an identity function for a group or an individual.

4. Research methodology
The present research method is descriptive-analytical. Which analyzes figures using semio-semantic
concepts. The research plan includes three startups that were selected purposefully. Three start-up
companies named Snap, Digikala and Tiwal were investigated. A questionnaire is prepared to collect data
in this research. This questionnaire is for service recipients (customers) which are selected by random

cluster method of people between 15-64 years of Tehran. Province through Cochran's formula. The
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questionnaire was printed and will be presented directly to the statistical population. As a result, the

bodies of this research will be analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively.

5. Conclusion
As one of the various functions of startups, information and communication technology has been tied to
people's social life, and it has led to actors being placed in a space that has changed people's lifestyles,
identity, and beliefs. The formation of startups places actors in a space where they gain new knowledge,
identity and beliefs that they can transfer to other actors. In such an environment, people interact and
communicate and create a new lifestyle. Activists with their presence in social actions experience a new
style of life that is different from the styles of the past. Through communication and interaction, startups
produce a way of presence, which is a combination of expression and content, and finally, it is an
expression of a social action that turns this social action into a lifestyle. According to Bourdieu's theory
of action, modern society is divided into different fields. Startups in today's societies are considered an
economic and cultural field, and the capital of these startups are the people of the society. And habits are
the link between startups as a social structure and people in society. When startups act in such a way that
they are recognized by activists, they become habits and these habits have a strong connection with daily
life and lifestyle. Achieving a correct understanding of habitual creates the concept of desire and this
desire to use startups leads to the production of new lifestyles in social life contexts including applied,
fun-entertainment and idealistic. According to what we mentioned in the analysis and the results obtained
in this study, it can be stated that the Digikala and Snapp startups produce an action-applied and fun-
entertainment lifestyle, and the Tiwall startup in addition to action-applied and fun-entertainment lifestyle
due to creating ideal conditions for the actor, it also includes the production of idealistic-imaginary

lifestyle. Also, these startups have a prosthetic function due to their expansion and virtual coverage.
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Fig 3. Conseptual model of startups discourse in lifestyle production
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