Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 6.Issue 2.Summer 2024. P 116 to 131

Research Paper

Women in the post-revolutionary society: Social semiotics of
women's day commemoration images in the 80s in Iran

Somayeh Sadat Shafiei'*, Seyede Zahra Hoseinifar?

1.Associate research professor of Sociology, Departement of Social Studies, Institute of Humanities and
Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)

2. M. A. of Social Communication, Faculty of Social Sciences, Alametabatabai University, Tehran, Iran.

d httns*//doi ora/10 22034/scart 2022 130087 1210

: Abstract:

: The 80s is one of the periods in Iran's contemporary history that has been less
: studied despite its fame. Regarding the Islamic revolution and the imposed
: war, this decade includes efforts to establish and establish a new political
: system with ideological frameworks, which has established its appropriate
: gender order and has had an undeniable impact on the social changes of the
¢ upcoming era. Analysis of published posters and stamps On the occasion of the
¢ birth of Fatima Zahra and Women's National Day, is actually an exploration of
: power relations, And talks about the obvious and hidden meanings in the
¢ images, which are the essence of values, regulating actions, norms and rules.

: This research analyzes nine publicly published images including stamps and
: posters in the 80s using a qualitative method and a social semiotics approach
: based on the three categories of representational, interactive and combined
: meaning. The findings show that the images try to draw the revolutionary
¢ Muslim woman from among the types of women and spread it in the history
: and society. The preferred woman is a young mother, covered in hijab of entire
: body, which is drawn against the model of a traditional and stay-at-home
: woman, in broad or abstract backgrounds, and in order to show the agency of
¢ the activist during the socio-political developments of this decade. They
¢ introduce and promote the social role of a revolutionary Muslim woman-
: mother in the public domain.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

During the changes that led to the victory of the
Islamic Revolution and the superiority of the
religious reading of the importance of women's
public participation in demonstrations, supporting
the Islamic Revolution, a large number of them
joined the group of previously active political
women who may have had a different ideological
approach and vision. As a whole they had shown a
distinct political participation, but in their entirety,
they created a unified picture of the prominent
presence of women in the effort to win the Islamic
Revolution and establish and establish a new
political system.

Shortly after the victory, Irag's aggressive and
violent attack on Iran resulted in a long-term war,
which led to the re-arrangement of political
currents, this time with the priority of defending the
country, leading to more unity of the religious
forces in favor of the Islamic system. These
currents in the field of the formation and maturity
of the gender order related to the nascent political
regime, increased the speed of the circulation of
signs around the revolutionary Muslim woman and
ultimately preferred a model of women that was
characterized by behavioral, functional
characteristics and in a distinct lifestyle. But the
changes related to the recognition of this model
over time and especially due to the dominance and
continuity of the ruling dominant reading, remained
unsaid and were rarely explored. It is as if the
superior model of the Muslim woman has been as
accurate and precise from the beginning and
formed in a short period of time since the
beginning of the changes. However, this maturity
and supremacy lasted for about a decade and had
its ups and downs. Based on this, the study of the
social presence of women according to the
published images is considered appropriate to
commemorate them as important documents that
both promote the formal cultural policy in this field
and clearly express the expectations and
characteristics of the role of women in the post-
revolutionary society.

Research questions include: How women are
qualitatively represented in the text of the images?
Are patterns aimed at reproducing gender
stereotypes or correcting them? Have the designers
of images consciously or unconsciously chosen a
special priority for the social role of women? How
have images reproduced traditional roles and
perpetuated traditional stereotypes about women's
gender roles? How are the social roles of women
reflected in the studied images?

2- Methods
The statistical population includes available
images, including posters and stamps, which were

published on the occasion of the birth of Fatima
Zahra (PBUH) and Women's Day and decorated
with the aforementioned theme. Due to the scarcity
of available and accessible images from the era of
the post Islamic Revolution, in addition to the
remaining stamps, attention has also been paid to
the posters of this period. A total of nine images
were analyzed.

All the images were examined and those with
human characters were semiotically studied.
Among all the images on the cover of this
collection, 13 were selected in a purposeful way
and analyzed as a statistical sample. The sampling
criterion was the presence of female characters in
the picture. Therefore, the images were carefully
examined and those that contained natural symbols
and did not contain human forms were discarded so
that the analysis could proceed in a methodical
manner. First of all, the images were analyzed from
the perspective of social semiotics and based on
Kress and Van Leeuwen's triple meta-roles based
on Representative Structure, interactive structure
and Compounded Structure. Then the images
centered on gender, clothing style and lifestyle and
the situations represented in objective conditions
were analyzed.

3- Findings

In this article the images of women's day were
semiotically analyzed in order to achieve the
expected femininity in the post-revolutionary
society of Iran. These images are related to exact
period and historical events and have certain
elements and symbols. These images try to draw
the revolutionary Muslim woman from among the
types of women and spread it in the breadth of
history and society. Hijab and covering the whole
body is the most important characteristic of this
Muslim woman to be in the public domain. A
woman who is drawn in the public arena with
broad or abstract backgrounds, has come out of the
privacy of the private arena, which was
traditionally limited to it, and has found a
ubiquitous appearance. Other symbols that can be
seen in the images on the occasion of the birth of
Hazrat Zahra (PBUH) are symbols of having
children. Having children and fulfilling the role of
mother and motherhood are central and important
symbols that are always highlighted in these
images. With the occurrence of an imposed war,
accompanying the defense policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in approving and persuading the
sending of fighters and supporting men, endurance
and patience in their absence, especially in the role
of the head of the household, are among the most
important codes for women.

Therefore, from the combination of these cases, the
model of the Muslim woman can be considered as
a hegemonic model of a revolutionary female
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human. Encouraged femininity is a young and
veiled mother who, accompanied by her husband,
is a supporter and encourager to send soldiers to the
battle fronts against the enemy. In his absence, she
is responsible for handling the family's affairs and
educates his children in accordance with the values
of sacrifice and martyrdom. Here it can be seen that
the role of support and advocacy encompasses the
agency of women during the victory of the Islamic
Revolution and the imposed war.

4- Discussion &Conclusion

Obviously that femininity has found different
meanings, structures and patterns throughout
history. From this point of view, femininity is
based on networks of meanings, themes and
symbols, which are not only devoid of power, but
also by emphasizing on the use and exercise of
power, in addition to shaping power relations, they
are involved in overreaching and befriending
activists and as a result realizing the appropriate
gender order.

Attributing agency to women, although it is a step
forward in de-stereotyping the gender of Iranian
women, who are generally considered to have the
traditional religious role of a homemaker, however,
However, the hidden femininity in these images
has been highlighted against various femininity
such as artist, teacher, nurse, homemaker,
consumerist, westerner, scholar, etc. During this
highlighting, other distinct femininities are not
recognized. As in the pictures, we often see the
female character as a lone activist or an activist
pulled from the crowd of others.

In the process of researching women's day images,
it can be said that in the early posters of the victory

of the Islamic Revolution, referring body shape,
women have a protest face. Their visible physical
form is related to anti-tyranny action as one of the
themes of the Islamic Revolution and represents
women as conscious and present revolutionary
subjects. Gradually and in the announcements
coinciding with the days of the imposed war, they
are covered in tents, and their physical form is not
clear and a more passive aspect of them is
represented. The determined and clear fighting
figures of women are replaced by sad or covered
faces that give less sense of anti-tyranny action,
bravery and fighting. This change is associated
with a change in the role that gradually loses its
combative aspect in favor of nurturing aspects (in
relation to the next generation), and supporting (in
relation to warriors).
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