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1. Introduction
Investigating fake news has a long history, almost as old as the history of official and unofficial
media. This problem has returned to the attention of researchers in recent years, especially after the
2016 United States presidential election, which led to many conflicts about the meaning, demarcation
and clarification of fake news in political discourse. This notorious term is being used widely by
media and politicians to stigmatize any content that is not favorable to them or to their political point
of views. This shows the importance and significance of scientific and systematic studies on fake
news. This article aims to probe the linguistic features of fake posts sent on social media, especially
Telegram channels by Iranian users to answer how can the language of fake news be analyzed
linguistically and what are the linguistic features of fake news especially social media posts.
2. A brief note of previous works

Despite the rich history of studying fake news, its linguistic features haven’t been investigated in
detail yet, mostly due to the fact that there is no simple and comprehensive definition of fake news
and this term can be referred to any kind of news or media content which is suspected to be inaccurate
or falsifying. In the relevant literature of fake news, the term is defined as news that is meant to
deceive the audience as opposed to inform them, which is potentially a vast, vague and misleading
definition in many aspects. Lazer et al. (2018) mention the importance but the difficulty of defining
and demarking fake news. Linguistics as the science of studying language is effective in the field of
exploring news because a news text is the basic communicative unit of journalism and language is
the building block of news. Most linguistic research done on linguistic features of fake news are
essentially qualitative ones both in English and Persian literature, Dastlan et al. (2021), Ghayumi
(2022) and Zahed et al. (2023) to name some in Persian. One recent and prominent study about
linguistic features of fake news is Grieve and Woodfield (2024) in which the researchers introduce
and apply a tentative framework to analyze the linguistic features of fake news. The authors
investigated a famous case of disinformation in media history, involving Jayson Blair of The New
York Times, and conducted a controlled study of the effect of fake news on the language of a
journalist within the theoretical framework of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Corpus

linguistics.

3. Theoretical framework
The theoretical framework of this research is Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) in general and a
qualitative approach to news text analysis and fake news language, specifically. Although the
relevant literature on qualitative linguistic studies of fake news is almost trivial compared to the
significance of the issue, Grieve and Woodfield (2023) propose a linguistic framework for

analyzing fake news by employing a functional approach to text analysis, primarily focusing on
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register studies. A crucial aspect of this model is the distinction between two key terms:
misinformation and disinformation, along with the linguistic implications of crafting a news story

to intentionally mislead the audience

4. Research methodology

Since the raw material and foundation of all news is linguistic content, the characteristics of fake
news from the linguistic point of view have also been the focus of linguists, especially text and
discourse analysts, in recent years. This research, which is descriptive-analytical in terms of
methodology and documentary research in terms of data collection, is based on the framework
proposed by Grieve and Woodfield (2023), to investigate the linguistic features of fake news
(disinformation), in a body of 100 published advertising text messages published on Telegram and
Instagram social messengers in the fall and winter of 1402 (2023) by Iranian users of the social media.

The purpose of this research is to investigate the characteristics and linguistic components of
messengers and false propaganda messages in social messengers. The analyzed body includes
messages that are specifically placed in the framework of lying against misrepresentation. The body

of the current research, which includes seven thousand three hundred thirty words, includes messages
that are apparently intended to inform and advertise, but actually to deceive the audience on popular
social media pages and message channels, and their main purpose is to attract, mislead or bully the
audience by Selling a product or obtaining personal and identity information of people, including
their bank account information.

5. Conclusion

The present research investigated the fake messages and messengers of social messengers (of
misinformation type) descriptively and analytically, in the framework proposed by Grieve and Woodtfield
(2023). The two elements of information density and conviction are the center of attention as the main
elements that differentiate between fake and real news, each of which is related to certain linguistic
characteristics and components. The findings of the current research on the information density of fake
messages showed that in accordance with the findings of Grieve and Woodfield (2023), the context of
these messages in the vast majority of cases was of the type of conversational context with casual tone
and broken writing. Also, most of these messages are not rich in terms of information density because
they convey unreal and fake content. Frequent use of simple sentence structure (against compound and
complex sentences), significant use of exaggerating adjectives and adverbs compared to nouns and
nominalization processes are signs of this less dense information approach in studied corpus. In terms of
the certainty of conviction, however, we see a clear difference between the findings of Grieve and
Woodfield (2023) and the findings of the present study. According to their analysis, in fake news, the
writer tries to reduce the certainty level of his/her content by writing vaguely and using more probability

expressions and mechanisms of expressing probability (such as using conditional sentences) in order to
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potentially make fewer consequences put on him/herself but in the messages studied in the current
research, we see a different approach by the message senders; In such a way that the certainty and
conviction level of these messages is considerably high and we do not see significant use of probability
expression tools in this type of content. The reason for this difference can be related to the intention and
the platform of publishing the content. In the fake news studied in Grove and Woodfield's research, a
professional reporter has written material to be published in one of the most prestigious newspapers in
the world, and is aware of the consequences of falsifying his news, and tries to reduce the certainty of his
writings in some way. But in social networks, especially in the context of our country, the real senders of
such messages are not generally known, and therefore they are not particularly concerned about the
possible consequences of their actions. On the other hand, attracting the audience and selling a product
or service or deceiving them is the main purpose of setting up and publishing such messages. As a result,
the difference in the linguistic features of these two types of content, especially in the issue of certainty
level and conviction, is mostly explicable. The findings of this research can lead to deepening of linguists'
insight into the linguistic mechanisms of fake news and ultimately lead to an increase in the awareness

of the audience of these media and messengers.
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