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1.Introduction
This study is a comparative reading of two short stories by two prominent writers of contemporary
Persian literature. With the main focus on Barthesian notions of readerly and writerly texts, the
present research tries to decipher Jamalzadeh’s “Persian is Sugar” and Hedayat’s “S.G.L.L.” with the
help of a textual analysis. Barthes in his famous work S/Z establishes the concepts of readerly and
writerly texts and introduces his method of textual analysis based on a semiological reading that is to
divide the text into different units of reading (semiotic significance). He categorizes these units into
five semiotic codes namely the codes of Hermeneutics, Proairetic, Semantic, Symbolic and Cultural,
and with this he attaches the labels of readerly or writerly to different texts. This method is acquired
by the researchers of the present endeavor to see how different are the chosen texts and how they
may be deemed as readerly or writerly. “Persian is Sugar” is from the collection called Once upon a
Time and “S.G.L.L.” comes from the Light-Dark short story collection. The reason behind choosing
these two stories is their structural and textual differences which as stories of contemporary Persian
literature could be put side by side to reveal their narratological significances. Withal the main
purpose of creating this sort of clash is to come up only with assessments regarding the chosen stories,
and not to claim any assumptions about the writers.
2. A brief note of previous works
According to many scholars and critics, “Persian is Sugar” is the first Persian short story in the
western sense of the word. Narratological studies have scrutinized the structure and the style of
Jamalzadeh and have come to the conclusion that he has contributed greatly to the progress of the
genre. Other studies have pointed out his curiosity on the mainstream literature and how he has
influenced the values and counter-values of the society of his time to the point where he is believed
by some scholars to be a writer of social realism. Additionally, the subject matter of language has
been of an interest for the scholars in the writings of Jamalzadeh. Critics have mentioned the
significance of language in the way he portrays different characters and how he creates various typical
personae with his mastery over different dialects of Persian language. On the other hand, “S.G.L.L.”
is considered by many literary critics as one of the first instances of science-fiction in Persian
literature. Some scholars have even tried to refer to it as a story with a somewhat postmodern
approach. The general viewpoint of scholars regarding the writings of Hedayat is that his writing
could be categorized as realistic, naturalistic or even surrealistic. But one of the main perspectives on
Hedayat is his inclination toward the notion of absurdity. These scholars relate the sociological events
of his time to his writings and try to justify his absurdist motifs with the somehow devastating events
of his time.
3.Theoretical framework

The research borrows its theoretical considerations from the eminent French philosopher and critic
Roland Barthes. He is known early in his career as a structuralist who became a proponent of

poststructuralism under the influence of Derrida. In his writings he mainly acquires a semiological
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standpoint with which he provides readings on different cultural phenomenon. In his most famous
and controversial work S/Z, Barthes introduces the five semiotic codes which creates his
idiosyncratic method of textual analysis. The main purpose of this semiological textual analysis is to
define his notions of readerly and writerly texts as a means to come up with a typological evaluation
of different literary texts. For him, the readerly text is the classic text which is a closed system that
does not value the liberty of the reader and it is a text that does not allow the reader to participate in
the process of meaning-making. On the contrary, Barthes defines the writerly text as the opposite of
the readerly in which the reader has an active role. According to him, a writerly text is the reader
writing the text and therefore the five semiotic codes are definitive in making a writerly text. Barthes
defines these codes separately: Hermeneutic code as a code of mystery, Proairetic as a code of action,
semantic as of meaning, symbolic as a multi-signifier and cultural code as a code of reference.
Barthes claims that any literary text can be divided into these codes and the abundance of sequential
codes (hermeneutic, proairetic) would give us the readerly text while the plentitude of non-sequential
codes (semantic, symbolic, cultural) gives us the writerly text.
4. Research methodology
This study follows Barthes method introduced in S/Z where he divides Balzac’s “Sarrasine” into
numerous lexia that is ‘units of reading” and with the help of the five semiotic codes categorizes the
lexia. According to Barthes, there is no fixed method in dividing the text into these units and the
process of dividing comes merely from the act of reading and how the process of signification works.
Upon his reading, the reader may list the units of signification based on the proposed semiotic codes
and with this process he comes to the assessment of deeming a text as readerly or writerly. The codes
of Hermeneutic and proairetic dealing respectively with mystery and action work in the favor of the
readerly text because they only give the reader the sense of ‘what is going to happen’ and ‘how a
certain point is reached.” The Hermeneutic and Proairetic codes are thus sequential and in order for
them to work properly in the text they need to follow a certain order. Conversely, the Semantic,
Symbolic and Cultural codes are non-sequential and consequently in favor of the writerly text. These
codes work for the plurality of meaning in the text and as a result they create an active reader who
may participate in the process of meaning-making; or in Barthes’s own words they make a reader-
writer. Following this method, the researchers in this study try to enumerate the different codes in
the chosen texts in order to come to the conclusion of whether they are readerly or writerly.
5. Conclusion

Reading “Persian is Sugar” in the light of the Barthesian notions of readerly and writerly texts
revealed the proposition that Jamalzadeh’s story is closer to the pole of readerly because it is heaped
with the codes of Hermeneutic and Proairetic. Moreover, ‘“Persian is Sugar” features romantic,
realistic and traditional or premodern facets which help us in referring to it as a readerly text more
freely. On the other side of the spectrum, Hedayat’s “S.G.L.L.” incorporates the codes of Semantic,

Symbolic and Cultural in a way that it casts a shadow on its very few Hermeneutic and Proairetic
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codes. The abundance of the non-sequential codes in Hadayat’s story makes his writing a text in a
desperate need of interpretation which works for the plurality of meaning and thus, a writerly text.
The fact that “Persian is Sugar” fails to paint a clear picture of the modern man and his problems and
the point that it has a linear storyline, are the additional facts in addressing it as a readerly text; while
“S.G.L.L.” portrays the active imagination of its writer and poses the questions and issues of the
modern contemporary man. Hedayat throws his reader into a maze of possible meanings and
encourages the reader to have an active role in the process of signification and thus his story as

opposed to Jamalzadeh’s is a writerly text.
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