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1.Introduction
The novel [ forgot that I am a woman, written by the contemporary Egyptian writer Thsan Abdul
Quddous, has a critical-feminist approach in dealing with issues related to women, including
female/feminine identity. Based on Roger Fowler's linguistic approach at the level of the text (one of
the three levels in Fowler's approach), this article examines the surface structure and linguistic
structures of this novel in order to understand how feminist discourse is formed in the construction of
female identity in this narrative.
2. A brief note of previous works
Dealing with women's issues by criticizing and challenging the traditional and patriarchal structures
ruling Arab societies is one of the central issues in the works of Thsan Abdul Quddous. With this
approach, in the novel, I forgot that I am a woman, Abdul Quddous represents the changes in the Arab
woman's identity in the midst of the confrontation between tradition and modernity and the influence
of feminist ideas in Egyptian society. Several forms of feminist identity are represented in this novel,
which in this article are classified into three categories: "activist and agent", "rebellious and norm-
breaking", and "critic and questioner".
2.1 The identity of the activist and agent
In this section, we examine the activism of the story's female subject (Soad) in its social sphere. The
meaning of women's activism in the social sphere is their various activities in the social, political,
cultural, and economic fields. At the beginning of the story, which is narrated from the mental angle of
"Soad", Soad, as the focal narrator, narrates aspects of his social actions from the very beginning by
representing his social actions, and the narrator indirectly shapes his identity in the mind of the reader
through these social actions. This method of representation is a technique for believability and
naturalization of the female character as a Social activist in the story.

To represent the activism of the female subject, the author has used the technique of Modality.
Fowler considers the Modality to be an effective grammatical category for analyzing the author's point
of view. The activism Modality of the novel's female character comes in the form of the structure of
noun groups, pronouns, and verb structure using transitive and active verbs.

2.2 A rebellious and norm-breaking identity
The rebellion of the female subject in this novel is represented in the forms of rebellion against
"marriage tradition and wife's role", "moral and social norms", and "gender identity".
2.2.1 Rebellion against the tradition of marriage and the wife's role
Feminists believed in a transformation in the concept of family in order to create a new identity that
can make women independent beings, free from male rule. For this purpose, they erased social values
and traditions, including marriage and family formation, attacked the roles of wife and mother, and
designed new beliefs. From the point of view of the narrator of this novel, marriage and the role of wife
and mother, which is the product of marriage, lead to the subjugation of women under patriarchal

discourses and the degradation of their position to the level of a servant of the house and family. The
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role of wife and mother, which in the traditional discourse is among the "natural" identities of women
with "social value", is deconstructed in this narrative by the agent of the story, and its opposite; That
is, not marrying is defined as "individual value".

Among the other value contrasts raised in this section is the contrast of "marriage", as a social value
in the traditional discourse, with "social and professional position", as an individual value in the
feminist discourse. The narrator-activist represents the common categories of tradition as aspects
against his individuality, against his individual freedom, against his academic success, and against his
work and social success. In addition to content aspects, the narrator has also used syntactic and
linguistic aspects in the service of his feminist discourse.

2.2.2 Rebellion against moral and social norms
One of the extreme norm violations of feminists is to consider women's right to sexual freedom under
the title of "body rights law". In the novel by Abdul Quddous, the female subject of the narration turns
to having an illicit relationship with her colleague to satisfy her emotional needs. He believes that he
can compensate for his emotional failures through these types of friendships and abnormal
relationships.

2.3 The identity of the critic and questioner
This identity effect is represented in this novel in two forms: "criticism of gender identity" and
"criticism of gender bias and stratification
2.3.1 Critique of gender identity

From the point of view of feminism, gender and biological differences are not the correct basis for
determining identity and defining roles. By creating the theory of separation between sex and gender,
they tried to create an obstacle to the connection between gender identity and gender role. Gradually,
the change in gender identity also changed the thinking of the separation of roles. In the novel of Abdul
Quddous, Soad criticizes the discriminatory approach of the society and the ruling culture in this issue
with his behavior model. An approach that has made superiority, privileges, and special differences in
all fields belong to the male gender. The narrator's use of symbolic words in this narrative aims to
highlight the meaning and convey the concept of struggle and confrontation.

2.3.2 Critique of gender bias and stratification
Gender bias and stratification are forms of gender inequality and discriminatory approaches in the
patriarchal discourse. The main character of the novel "I forgot that I am a woman" criticizes the
allocation of high positions and special privileges for the male gender by the ruling discourse of the
society. Another form of gender bias, which Soad considers to be a product of patriarchal ideology, is
the issue of men and women not marrying and remaining single, and the difference in society's attitude
towards them in this issue.

3.Theoretical framework

Roger Fowler, one of the pioneers of linguistic criticism of literature, describes and analyzes the

structure of prose narratives using various theories of linguistics and literary criticism. Fowler's
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theoretical model in the analysis of literary texts is to pay attention to the structure of the text and its
analysis and processing in order to understand the sociological characteristics of the work and its
discourse structures and contents. From his point of view, the text, like the sentence, has a surface
structure and a deep structure, and the structure of the sentence is equal and comparable to the text of
the story. From Fowler's point of view, the only way to access the deep structure meaning of texts is
through the order, form, and way of choosing the words that we see in the surface structure.

4. Research methodology
The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data was collected by library and Document
search methods.

5. Conclusion

In the novel "I forgot that I am a woman" by Abdul Quddous, several manifestations of female identity
are represented in accordance with the ideologies and thought patterns of feminist discourse. These
identity manifestations are indicative of the abandonment of the patriarchal discourse's identity
foundations from the traditional and native contexts, and their reconstruction and redefinition in the
feminist discourse in its global and modern context.

In this novel, a special fit can be seen between "surface structure and linguistic structures" and
"discourse content and situational context". By centralizing the narration of the story from the mentality
of the main character, the author has made the language of the story serve his desired value components.
The author has deconstructed the patriarchal discourse and its gender stereotypes by presenting a
different anti-discourse in the female identity component. The linguistic implications of this novel play
an important role in representing the identity of the female subject of the story. Linguistic concepts at
different lexical, propositional and syntactic levels have represented the female identity according to
feminist discourse approaches.

In the investigations and analyses carried out in this novel, based on Roger Fowler's linguistic
approach, the following stylistic and linguistic characteristics were identified: 1. Exponentiation
technique 2. Semantic opposition of the type of directional opposition 3. Use of marked words 4. Using
expressive techniques and literary arts to diversify the style of expression and bring concepts closer to

the reader's mind in the form of sensory vocabulary.
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