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Abstract

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is one of the literary-narrative works of
Persian literature that has established itself as an enduring
masterpiece across historical periods. This literary-narrative
work employs various elements to convey its concepts and seeks
to engage the reader through them. The narrative interaction in
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh has its own distinct patterns and
characteristics, chosen by its creator based on the specific theme
or matter being represented. This study, using a descriptive-
analytical method, aims to elucidate the narrative interaction in
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, focusing on its mythical and epic
sections, and offers a discursive reading of it. The research
findings indicate that Ferdowsi should not be regarded as the
primary or foundational narrator of the Shahnameh. Instead, he
should be considered a proxy narrator who, relying on pre-
existing narratives, has crafted the Shahnameh while ensuring its
coherence and unity. His ability to intervene and interpret
narrative segments is clearly evident in the form of narrative
disruption, and at times, he explicitly addresses his audience,
articulating the intended narrative discourse.
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