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Using the descriptive-analytical method and relying on the
hermeneutic code of Barth's five codes, the present study has
read the novel Sin like Sudaba by Kaveh Mirabbasi to show
what the main and focused break of this narrative is based on.
What are its formulations? The results of the research indicate
that: the main and central break in the narrative (riddle) is the
loss of Sudabah. Due to the equal position of the reader and
the fictional characters at the beginning of the narrative, the
state of shock, and then due to the discovery of signs and the
superiority of the reader's position compared to the fictional
characters, the state of suspense and finally, the reason why
the plot and the link that the sign establishes with the metatext
of the Shahnameh, creates the main mystery of the story. By
relying on the cultural-gender context (the impossibility of
marrying a stepmother with an adopted son), Mir Abbasi has
fueled the narrative crisis. Also, due to the presence of robbery
and murder in this novel, contrary to Barrett's opinion, it
cannot be considered a detective novel or a police novel, but
this novel should be called a detective-mystery-crime novel.
This means that it has both the white position (thief, stolen,
detective) and the black position (murderer, victim, detective).
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1.Introduction
The present research deals with the analysis of the hermeneutic codes of Sin's novel, like Sudabah,
and its role in the narration of this story. This contemporary novel has a detective-police narrative
that takes the reader along with its story. The mentioned work has an enigmatic narrative; to better
understand and solve the mysteries of this novel, the audience must understand and analyze the
narrative. The approach of narratology is one of the newest methods of story analysis in contemporary
literary criticism. In the book S/Z, Barth presents a method to analyze the story with five ciphers,
which are: 1. action codes, that shape the progress of the text. 2. Hermeneutic or enigmatic codes; It
consists of units that pose questions and riddles and answer them in different ways. 3. Symbolic
ciphers; It deals with the binary contrasts of the text. 4. Signifier codes, which look for the implicit
meanings of the text. 5. Cultural codes; This code refers to the text outside the text. This approach
makes the audience closer to the meanings and narrative type of the text. One of the most prominent
features of Sin's novel, like Sudaba, is its enigmatic narrative, which confronts the reader with new
questions and riddles every moment. Therefore, the present research, using Barthes's hermeneutic
codes, seeks to explain the narrative and enigmatic structure of this work and answer these questions:
1. In the narrative and discursive system of Sin, such as Sudabah, what meanings do the main
connections of the narrative produce based on hermeneutic codes? 2. What is the main break in the
narrative, and how are shock, mystery, and suspense represented in it?
2. A brief note of previous works

Although Roland Barthes' ciphers have been investigated in various works, there is not much research
in the field of detective literature. The article "Seen like Sudabah in the framework of the detective
literary genre" by Ragheb (2014), in which the author focused more on the literary genre of the novel
and pointed out that the relationships between the characters of the Shahnameh were called
differently in this novel. Thesis "Analysis of Characterization Quality in Iranian Police Novels" by
Haji Hosseini (2015), which was defended at Imam Khomeini International University. This thesis
examines and analyzes the characterization in police novels, where the character is a small part of
narratology. The thesis "Position of the detective novel in Iran through its comparative analysis with
the French detective novel (case study: Georges Simenon and Kaveh Mirabbasi)" by Mohammad
Sadeghipour (2018) was defended at the University of Tehran. This thesis does not deal with
narratology but with the place of the detective novel in two different literatures. The only research
that directly deals with crime police novels based on hermeneutic codes is the article "Analysis of
the suspension process by means of hermeneutic codes - enigmatic in the progressive narrative of a
case study of a police narrative" by Qasimzadeh and Khodadadi (2019) that the narratives are divided
into two types of movement and static, and they consider the role of movement to be more important
in the progress of the narrative. We can also refer to SZ Barth's book, which analyzes Sarazin by

Balzac.
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3.Theoretical framework
By relying on semiotics and what is the text, Barthes made a major contribution to narrative studies. He
played an important role in the interpretation and criticism of literary works in his book titled S/Z (S/Z),
with a clear, poetic language and in the form of fragmentary writing (Ahmadi 2003: 212). By giving
importance to reading and writing text, he created an important distinction between literary studies in the
past and today, and he considered the role of the reader to be necessary to create meaning, especially in
written text, a concept that Barthes later makes more complete in the book "The Pleasure of Writing"
(Barthes, 2019: 11). By fragmenting the text and, in his own words, "collapsing it, as if a slight earthquake
had occurred" (Barthes, 1978: 13), he tried to show that "the original sign is fragmented into brief, short,
connected and continuous pieces that make it (Lexia) ) (semantic unit) because they are reading units.
This fragmentation is certainly a preferred and optional practice and is not burdened by any
methodological necessity, because it is exclusively related to [the world of] signifiers, while popular and
popular analysis is related to [the world of] signifieds. (Barthes, 1978: 13). From his point of view, "every
story has a unique pattern according to how the ciphers are interwoven" (Coward and Ellis, 2014: 77).
The reader's role in constructing meaning is very important, and from his point of view, ciphers provide
the possibility of interpretation according to their position in the text. Barthes, in an article entitled Image
Rhetoric in Stephen Helt's book Image, Music, Text (1977), in this context, proposes the concept of
"anchorage" (Barthes, 1977: 38), whose purpose with this term is to prevent floating. It means that there
are signs in the text that are anchors. Roland Barthes showed that the text is not the realized form of a
particular cipher, but rather a passage through which multiple ciphers pass (Makarik, 2013: 137). The
codes considered by Barthes are: Hermeneutic, Dali (semantic), cultural, symbolic, and action codes. He
believes that "every meaningful unit is under the control of these five ciphers" (Barth, 2019: 32). Among
the hermeneutic codes, hermeneutic codes have a special place, although he does not believe in a
hierarchy between these codes, "however, he believes that the hermeneutic and action codes dominate
the other three categories, because the line and direction of the story or in other words, they advance the
logic of the narration" (Ahmadi, 2003: 241). Hermeneutic codes are "all the units whose role and function
is to pose a question, answer it and a diverse range of random events that may either formulate a question
or postpone the answer to it; or even pose a mystery and lead us to its solution" (Barthes, 1978: 17).
Barthes himself calls these ciphers enigmatic or what-ness ciphers because they require posing a question,
and answering it or postponing the answer (Ibid: 17). Hermeneutic ciphers are ciphers that exist in the
form of riddles in the text, or they themselves pose riddles and are formed in the form of symbols and
symbols in the text, and the answer to the riddles may sometimes be delayed and finally revealed (Barth,
2019: 32) These codes and signs both create riddles and answer them, although sometimes their answers
are quick and sometimes they are answered in the continuation of the story. The function of these ciphers
is question and answer, and they create something in the text and create suspense in it. "Let's consider

hermeneutic codes as a set of units whose role is to express a question and its answer in different ways,
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as well as various events that either provoke the question or delay the answer, or again: make a riddle and
then decipher it" ( Barrett, 2019: 29).
4. Conclusion

The main and focused break in the narrative is the disappearance of Sudabah, and the reader is placed
next to Rostam Nakare and Firdous Ghasemi from the very beginning, and the level of awareness is
equally divided between the characters and the reader. The identity of the characters and the reader's
consciousness form the main mystery of the story, and by discovering the signs, the reader's
consciousness increases compared to the characters, and the reader finds a superior position. The result
of this superior position is narrative suspense. Sudaba's disappearance forms the mystery of the story
from the very beginning of the narrative, and the fluidity of signs between the story of Siavash Shahnameh
and the novel under review fuels the crisis and curiosity of the reader. The cultural-gender context ruling
the society (marriage of a son with a stepmother) increases the suspense of the narrative, and every time
the reader faces more questions. According to Barrett's opinion that such novels are divided into two
white and black situations, Sin's novel, like Soudabe, includes both situations due to its robbery and
murder, and for this reason, it should be a police novel. He considered it a crime and a mystery. The
formulations of this narrative can be considered in two types: thief - stolen - detective; Killer - victim -
detective. The first form creates the mystery of the story, and the second form, which is the result of the
first form, leads to murder, and in the end, from the formulation of these two categories (theft and

murder), we reach the main mystery of the story, which is the disappearance of Sudabah and his finding.
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