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: Abstract

: Architectural history studies have predominantly concentrated on formalistic
¢ investigations and the physical and natural variables' influences on buildings,
: which has led to neglecting affiliated fields such as immaterial factors or
: architecture actors. Due to these deficiencies, this study aims to reveal the
: position of architecture, architects, and immaterial factors that have affected
: them, in a portion of the Islamic epoch. With the assumption that the past concept
: of architecture has changed nowadays, and it has a collective nature, the research
: theoretical foundation is reliant on the actor-network theory, while its
: implications and denotations have been adapted to the ideas of the research
¢ period intellectuals. The study process is qualitative and of an interpretative-
¢ historical approach. The results demonstrate that the evolution of the
: understanding of architecture as an independent knowledge in this era is owed
¢ to the legacy of ancient and early Islamic periods, and despite the influences of
¢ religion and Sufism on architects and architecture of this time, it seems that the
: effectiveness of power discourse has been more than them.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Architectural history is the retrospective study of
human actions concerning architecture. It examines
the formalistic analysis of the relicts, and the
description of the actors, process, and the path of the
architectural practice, and this second is the obsession
of this research. This study surveys two distinct
cultural and geographical domains of the Islamic
world that correspond to the llkhanid, Timurid, and
Mamluk epochs to pay more attention to cultural
exchanges and elucidate ambiguous historical points.
On the other hand, the facets influencing the
formation of an architectural work are either
environmental or immaterial variables, which the
second has scrutinized in the current study. With the
assumption that the past concept of architecture has
changed nowadays, this study aims to reveal the status
of architecture, architects, and immaterial factors that
have influenced them, in a portion of the Islamic
epoch which are inquiries overlooked in former
studies.

2- Methods

Acrchitecture has a collective nature; thus, the research
theoretical foundation is reliant on the actor-network
theory but it should be noted that the use of modern
and so-called Western theories in historical research
can throw any study into the whirlpool of antagonism.
Due to this deficiency, the denotations and
connotations of this theory have been adapted to the
ideas of the research period intellectuals. History
proceeds by the interpretation of evidence
(Collingwood,1946:9-10) Therefore, in terms of three
research paradigms, this research will be classified in
the interpretive category. The current research has
taken the data from historical texts for analysis, its
process is qualitative, retrospective, and reliant on
predominantly Inductive arguments and of an
interpretive-historical approach.

3- Findings

The research findings are divided into four parts.
Firstly, the study determines the status of architecture
as a knowledge and profession in this era. The review
indicates that the concept of architecture was much
broader than today in these 250 years. Architecture is
presented independently as knowledge for the first
time in this era. This understanding of architecture
was the legacy of the ancient and early Islamic period,
which evolved in this epoch. Secondly, it was clarified
that in this era, the key players in architecture were
patrons, bureaus, courts, engineers, masters, and
craftsmen. This executive structure was inherited
from the ancient era and is more manifested in this

epoch. The four virtues of architecture were clarified
based on the theoretical foundations and Ontological
assumptions of Islam extracted from jurists’ opinions
and accordingly the correlation network of religion
and architecture was designated. The same procedure
was followed for the relationship between Sufism and
architecture and ultimately was explained that both of
these factors were effective in the architecture of this
era. reliant on the historical narratives, the impact of
the power structure as another aspect on architectural
works and activists was deliberated so as to elucidate
that this factor has had more efficacy than the others.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Considering the distinctive notion of architecture
between the past and present, its collective nature, and
the involvement of a convoluted network in the
process of architectural action in the past, the actor-
network theory along with traces of its implications in
the opinion of the research period scholars was
utilized. Based on this theoretical framework, the
current research sought to answer two questions.
Based on the tracking, it has been discovered that the
definitions of architecture presented in science
classification encyclopedias during this time are
similar to how architecture was understood in the
ancient eras. Furthermore, the concept of architecture
was much broader back then compared to what it is
now, and considering to social standing of architects
during this period shows that the majority had a rather
unpretentious status and those few who attained social
credit had to transform themselves intellectually and
socially to move beyond the confines of small-time
artisanal restrictions. During the examination, the
impact of three variables - religion, Sufism, and power
structure - on architectural activists was investigated.
The findings indicate that even though religion and
Sufism have influenced architects and architecture
during this period, the power discourse has proven to
be more effective.
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