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Abstract

The translation of sacred texts, especially the Quran, is one of the most
challenging fields of translation due to the deep semantic and rhetorical layers.
Ironies, as one of the significant rhetorical figures in the Qur'an, have complex
semantic and rhetorical dimensions, and accurately conveying them to another
language requires special precision and skill. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the translation of Quranic ironies in the "Ma’ani al-Qur’an" by
Mohammad Bager Behboodi, based on Antoine Berman's deforming tendencies.
And it seeks to identify the degree of conformity of Behbodi's translations with
Berman's theory and analyze the impact of these translations on the Persian
audience's understanding of Quranic ironies. This study is descriptive-analytical
and examples of Quranic verses that contain irony have been investigated. In this
regard, several of Berman's deforming tendencies, including Rationalization,
Clarification, Qualitative impoverishment, Quantitative impoverishment,
Ennoblement, the destruction of expression and idioms, have been selected as the
analysis framework. The findings show that in Behboodi's translation
Rationalization and clarification tendencies are most prominent. In some cases,
these tendencies have resulted in the loss of rhetorical imagery and the originality
of the ironies. Behbodi, in spite of trying to convey figurative and ironic
meanings, in some cases he has resorted to Expansion and Clarification more than
needed. This study shows the Berman's theory can be an effective tool for
critiquing and evaluating Quranic translations and helps to preserve the
originality and richness of the original text.

Keywords: translation critique, irony, Ma’ani al-Qur’an, Antoine Berman,
Behboudi

Extended Abstract
Introduction
Translating sacred texts—and the Qur’an in particular—poses a dual challenge:
conveying layered meanings with doctrinal precision while preserving the text’s
rhetorical power. Among the Qur’an’s rhetorical resources, kinayah (conceived
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here as an indirect expression that signals a meaning via a necessary implication
while keeping the literal sense available) is especially demanding. It is culturally
embedded, multivalent, and often functions as an ethical-aesthetic device rather
than mere ornament. This study evaluates how Mohammad-Bager Behboudi’s
Ma‘ani al-Qur’an renders Qur’anic kinayat into Persian through the lens of
Antoine Berman’s “deforming tendencies,” a critical framework that warns
against translational moves that erode a source text’s linguistic and cultural
singularity. While Berman lists thirteen tendencies, this study concentrates on six
that most directly affect kinayah and Qur’anic eloquence: rationalization,
clarification, quantitative impoverishment, qualitative impoverishment,
ennoblement (ornamental elevation), and the destruction of expressions and
idioms.
The problem driving the inquiry is twofold. First, kinayah’s layered semantics
can be flattened by translational smoothing, paraphrase, or normalization; second,
exegetical intentions in a “translational-tafsir” like Ma‘ani al-Qur’an may invite
clarifying additions that risk displacing the original’s suggestive ambiguity.
Given Berman’s anti-domesticating posture and his insistence on safeguarding
the foreign text’s formal-rhetorical texture, the study asks:
1. Which Bermanian tendency is most frequent in Behboudi’s renderings of
Qur’anic kinayah?
2. In what ways does Behboudi successfully transfer the rhetorical images
without undue loss?
3. How (and when) do deforming tendencies reduce the eloquence and
integrity of the Qur’an’s figurative expressions?
The study’s hypotheses anticipate a high incidence of rationalization and
clarification in Behboudi’s work; further, it posits that Berman’s framework can
effectively surface where linguistic and rhetorical structures have been weakened,
and that some kinayat in Ma‘ani al-Qur’an suffer partial loss of eloquence
through such tendencies.

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in Berman’s theory.
From Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, 30 verses featuring kinayah were purposively sampled
and coded against six deforming tendencies (rationalization, clarification,
gualitative/quantitative impoverishment, ennoblement, and destruction of
expressions/idioms). Each verse was examined by (i) identifying the kinayah, its
literal base, implicatures, and cultural-exegetical background using classical
rhetoric and standard tafsir; (ii) comparing the Arabic text with Behboudi’s
Persian rendering to note structural shifts, explicitation, lexical substitutions, and
idiom handling; and (iii) mapping observed shifts to one or more Bermanian
tendencies, allowing co-occurrence. Results were tallied by verse and tendency
and normalized to percentages to show the overall distribution.
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Results

Behboudi’s translation of Qur’anic kinayah shows dominant tendencies of
clarification (24%) and destruction of idioms (24%), followed by rationalization
(23%), with qualitative impoverishment, ennoblement, and rare quantitative
impoverishment (~2%). The pattern indicates a preference for explanatory,
accessible renderings over preserving ambiguity and rhetorical density.

At times Behboudi retains the figurative force, as in Q 17:24 where the “lowering
of the wing” still conveys humility despite slight ornamentation. More often,
however, meaning is thinned: clarification fixes polysemous kinayah into one
reading; rationalization smooths syntax at the expense of rhythm; idioms lose
euphemistic or cultural force when rendered literally, as with sugqita fT aydihim or
na‘jah as “ewe.” Qualitative loss appears when substitutions weaken doctrinal
weight, while ennoblement adds literary flourish that shifts tone. Even small
omissions, like dropping emphasis particles, reduce rhetorical impact.

Such deformations affect function: ethical directives lose imagery’s pedagogical
strength, eschatological scenes lose rhythmic density, and gendered euphemisms
lose cultural nuance. Compared with earlier general critiques, this study shows
that while Behboudi occasionally preserves the Qur’an’s imagistic pedagogy, his
strategies often confirm Berman’s warning—clarification, literalism, and
embellishment erode ambiguity, idioms, and voice. The findings highlight the
fragile balance between accessibility and fidelity in Qur’an translation, and the
usefulness of Berman’s framework in tracing where this balance holds or falters.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Berman’s theory, applied selectively to six
tendencies most relevant to kinayah, is a productive diagnostic for evaluating
Qur’an translations that oscillate between exposition and fidelity to rhetorical
design. In Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, clarification and rationalization are unsurprisingly
prominent given the translational-tafsir aim; however, their high frequencies,
together with the destruction of expressions/idioms, indicate pressure points
where kinayah’s multivalence, decorum, and culture-specific resonance are at
risk. Qualitative impoverishment and ennoblement further mark a tension
between readability/beauty and formal adherence, while quantitative
impoverishment, though infrequent, reminds us that Qur’anic emphasis is not
expendable.

Two practical conclusions follow. First, methodological guidance: when
rendering kinayah, translators should prefer image-conserving minimalism in the
main text and relocate necessary explication to paratext (notes, glossaries). This
balances doctrinal clarity with rhetorical integrity and aligns with Berman’s anti-
domesticating ethic. Second, pedagogical apparatus: editions intended for general
readers may present the primary translation with preserved figurative structures,
supported by tiered notes (literal gloss; idiomatic sense; brief cultural/exegetical
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cue). This scaffolding lets readers experience the Qur’an’s figurative pedagogy
while gaining access to intended meanings.

Finally, the study’s scope—30 kinayat—yields a robust but not exhaustive
picture. A fuller mapping across all surahs, expanded inter-translator
comparisons, and quantitative stylistics (e.g., measuring nominal/verbal
conversions, rhythm proxies) would refine the portrait of how kinayah survives—
or falters—under different translational regimes. Even so, the present analysis
suggests that Behboudi often does transmit the thrust of Qur’anic kinayat,
especially where he resists over-explicitation; where he capitulates to
clarification, rationalization, or idiomatic substitution, the eloquence and cultural
specificity of the source text attenuate. For Qur’an translation broadly, Berman’s
framework thus remains a salutary constraint: it keeps translators answerable not
only to “what the text means,” but to how the text means—through the very
forms, idioms, and rhythms that make the Qur’an the Qur’an.



