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Iranian buildings are losing fundamental features resulting in deviation from the
: values. In recent decades, the design of urban facades has faced some problems
: such as lack of integration, imitation of Western patterns as well as visual
: disturbances, the roots of which seem to be traced to the cultural problems. This
: article aims to identify the main causes of cultural problems in society, the
i effects of that on urban facades. This research was conducted with a qualitative
approach and in the field, using the interview tool. For this purpose, the
qualitative content analysis method was used to achieve the goals and the
: findings were analyzed and integrated. The findings in terms of the most
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The role of cultural developments in the formation of the facades of contemporary Iranian buildings

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Culture, as a perpetuator of values and social life, is
manifested through various manifestations, of which
architecture is one of the main ones. In developing
societies, contemporary architecture is often formed by
imitating Western patterns and ignoring indigenous
identity. Iran also faces similar problems due to rapid
changes and facing modernity. Contemporary architecture
in Iran has been unable to provide effective answers to the
social and cultural needs of society due to the dominance
of foreign culture the misunderstanding of Western
developments and the forgetting of original values, and
has suffered an identity crisis. This identity crisis is also
evident in the facade of contemporary Iranian buildings;
Urban facades without an understanding of cultural
concepts and with incorrect imitation of Western
architecture have suffered from a lack of coordination and
disharmony. Based on this, the main goal of the current
research is to explain the cultural challenge and identify
and classify the main factors of the cultural problems of
society and the effects of these problems in the field of
architecture and urban facades.

2- Methods:

This research was conducted with a qualitative approach
and content analysis method. Data was collected through
in-depth semi-structured interviews with 15 architects
with at least 5 years of work experience. The interviews
were designed around 7 open questions about the facades
of contemporary Iranian buildings and their relationship
with culture and cultural developments. Sampling
continued until the theoretical saturation level. The data
from the interviews were classified and analyzed using the
coding process.

3- Findings:

According to the opinion of the interviewees and
according to the findings of the research, the facades of
contemporary Iranian buildings in a way express a
superficial imitation of foreign patterns. The replacement
of authentic elements of Iranian-Islamic architecture with
imported elements and forms in the facades of
contemporary buildings and the mismatch between the use
and the facade are clear examples of this superficial
imitation. Confused facades in a similar and repetitive
form are a manifestation of the lack of identity and void
of the intellectual foundations of architecture, which was
formed in the shadow of the influence of western culture.
Diversity and pluralism is another consequence of the
dominance of Western culture, which is reflected in the
facades of contemporary buildings in the form of chaotic
facades, scattered shapes, the use of incompatible
materials and non-functional elements. Also, the lack of
attention to local conditions and patterns due to the
influence of foreign patterns has caused valuable native
patterns to lose their value over time and be replaced with
disproportionate materials, motifs and designs that do not
fit their cultural and climatic conditions. Another topic
extracted from the analysis of the texts of the interviews
indicates that the forgetting of authentic Iranian values and
weakness in worldview is one of the consequences of
cultural weakness in contemporary society, which is
manifested in the facades of buildings. Changing the

nature of the facades of contemporary buildings from
traditional introvert to modern extrovert and replacing
them with all-glass facades is a clear manifestation of
forgetting the values of Iranian-Islamic architecture. Also,
the presence of redundant and non-functional elements in
facades along with the use of imported materials has
increased the total cost of the building, which is in
contradiction with the principle of contentment in Iranian-
Islamic architecture. In addition, modesty as one of the
basic principles of Iranian-Islamic architecture has lost its
place due to luxury and excessive use of decorations and
pretentiousness in contemporary building facades. Among
the other dimensions extracted from the text of the
interviews, the economic view is dominant, so that this
issue has caused quantity to be substituted for quality and
the influence of employers' tastes on architects. These
factors have led to the production of low-quality
architectural works lacking in semantic and visual values.
Also, the use of cheap and low-quality materials is another
problem that is rooted in the economic goals of employers.
In general, the facades of contemporary Iranian buildings
suffer from inconsistency and incompatibility with human
needs and nature. These anomalies are rooted in cultural
weakness. This gap between culture and contemporary
architecture has caused significant harm to architecture
and has led to a loss of connection with the past.

4- Discussion & Conclusion:

In the current research, the effects of cultural problems on
the architecture and facades of contemporary Iranian
buildings were investigated. The results showed that the
problems in the facades of contemporary Iranian buildings
are rooted in many cultural issues, the most important of
which are “influence and dominance of Western and
foreign culture”, "weakness in worldview", "commodity-
like attitude towards architecture”; These factors have
caused the facades to distance themselves from the native
authenticity, the predominance of non-functional
elements, and the reduction of architecture to a consumer
product. In general, solving cultural problems in
contemporary building facades requires comprehensive
measures and careful supervision of designs. Paying
attention to human natural needs and harmony with stable
cultural values can have a significant impact on improving
the quality and sustainability of contemporary building
facades.
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