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Abstract

This article examines the reflection of Quranic themes of resistance in the poetry
of Ansar Allah Yemen, focusing on the works of Muadh Junaid. The study is
based on the hypothesis that Muadh Junaid's poetry serves not only as a medium
for expressing the emotions and aspirations of Ansar Allah but also as a tool for
conveying Quranic concepts and religious inspirations. The research
methodology employed in this article is descriptive-analytical. The significance
of this topic lies in gaining a deeper understanding of the Quranic themes in Ansar
Allah’s resistance poetry and the role of literature in reinforcing these themes.The
findings reveal that Muadh Junaid's poems are profoundly influenced by Quranic
themes of resistance. The poet employs rhetorical techniques and linguistic
strategies, such as polarization and synonymy, to highlight the strengths of the
self (faith, divine support, military readiness, reliance on God, patience) and the
weaknesses of the enemy (deception, allegiance to non-believers, fear). On the
other hand, he strategically minimizes the weaknesses of the self (limited
numbers, vulnerabilities, lack of equipment) and downplays the positive
attributes of the enemy (abundance of numbers and resources). Furthermore, this
study demonstrates how poetry functions as a vehicle for transmitting Quranic
messages of resistance.

Keywords: Holy Quran, resistance, Ansar Allah, Muadh Junaid

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines how the Qur’an functions as a source text for contemporary
resistance literature through a case study of Mu‘adh al-Junaid, a prominent
Yemeni poet affiliated with Ansarallah (the Houthi movement). While Arab and
Persian scholarship has explored resistance motifs in major Yemeni poets (e.g.,
al-Baradouni, al-Zubayri, al-Magaleh), no prior work focuses on Junaid or on the
post-takeover period in which Ansarallah transitions from insurgency to
governance. Situated within a broader field where Islamic-Shi‘i movements
(Hezbollah, Ansarallah, Hashd al-Sha‘bi) shape regional politics and discourse,
Junaid’s poetry articulates a distinctly Qur’an-inflected resistance idiom that
complements vernacular “zawamil” (short martial chants) with polished, fusha
verse. The article argues that the core Qur’anic concepts of jihad, sabr (steadfast
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patience), tawakkul (trust in God), divine support, covenantal fidelity, and
eschatological reward are not merely referenced but structurally organize
Junaid’s poetics and his rhetoric of mobilization, morale, and legitimation. The
research asks two questions: (1) Which Qur’anic motifs of resistance are most
salient in Junaid’s verse? (2) What linguistic strategies does he deploy to encode
these motifs and to elevate “our” strengths while diminishing the enemy’s
perceived advantages? The contribution is twofold: it fills a textual gap by
offering the first sustained analysis of Junaid’s corpus (with special attention to
his 2018 diwan Muhammadiyyun) and it proposes a Qur’an-based framework for
reading contemporary Yemeni resistance poetry after the movement’s ascent to
power.

Methodology

The study uses a qualitative, multi-layered textual analysis. First, it identifies
Qur’anic thematic fields related to resistance—steadfastness (istigama), patience
(sabr), divine aid, trust (tawakkul), unity, and lawful struggle—as well as
counter-themes about the adversary (deceit, alliance with unbelievers, fear cast
into opponents’ hearts). These are drawn from verses on steadfastness (e.g., Hud
112; Fussilat 30; al-Anfal 46, 65), divine support (Al ‘Imran 126; al-Saff 14),
reliance on God (Al ‘Imran 173; al-Ma’ida 23), and martyrdom and reward (al-
Nisa’ 74; Al ‘Imran 169). Second, it performs close readings of representative
poems from Muhammadiyyun and other pieces disseminated as audio-visual
clips, mapping explicit citations, paraphrases, and allusions (igtibas and talmih)
to those Qur’anic loci. Third, it applies critical discourse analysis tools (after van
Dijk) to track rhetorical strategies that structure in-group/out-group polarization,
including synonymy (stacking near-equivalent terms to amplify a claim),
antithesis and binary framing, evaluative lexis (marked vs. unmarked word
choice), metaphor and simile, irony, and intertextual echo. Particular attention is
paid to how poetic form (parallelism, incremental repetition, cadence) assists
thematic emphasis. Finally, the readings are interpreted within the movement’s
communicative ecology—vernacular “zawamil,” official festivals, battlefield
morale—and within a longer tradition of Arabic resistance literature (Kanafani;
later Yemeni voices), to highlight continuities and innovations.

Results

The Qur’an reframes “resistance” not as a modern slogan (mugawama) but as a
cluster of virtues—istigama (upright perseverance), sabr (patience), tawakkul
(trust in God), defensive jihad, and confidence in divine aid. Junaid’s poems
internalize this lexicon: victories are credited to God, steadfastness is
weaponized, and reliance on God is cast as a counter-technology stronger than
hardware. Four self-profiling pillars recur: (a) faith/divine support (“victory is
only from God”) amplified through synonym stacking; (b) preparedness,
localizing “prepare what force you can” via images of disciplined fighters and
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improvised launchers; (c) tawakkul, echoing “hasbuna Allah” against superior
coalitions; and (d) sabr literalized as armament, with intertexts like “pour upon
us patience” (2:250) turning endurance into operational power.

The poetry also otherizes opponents through Qur’anic diagnostics: (a) deceit and
conspiracy (“they scheme, and God schemes”) unmask hypocrisy; (b) alliances
with unbelievers/tyrants mark local rivals as scripturally disqualified, often
reinforced by Karbala-coded allusions; and (c) God-cast fear (ru‘b) dissolves
enemy resolve (“like mist”). In parallel, in-group liabilities are downplayed by
Qur’anic valuation: fewness becomes spiritual surplus (“one equals a hundred”);
wounds and losses are recoded as engines of justice and martyr-life with God;
and scant materiel is offset by the “rope of God,” with courage and resolve
trumping arsenals.

Perceived enemy strengths are linguistically miniaturized: massed troops are
mocked by interrogatives and similes (“fog”); advanced weapons are reduced to
“firewood” or “flies,” while modality (“they may buy every weapon...”) marks
technology as contingent, versus inalienable virtues—courage, will,
steadfastness. Form and style serve the message: synonym clusters, antithesis,
parallelism, and intertextual quotation provide emphasis and rhythm; pronouns
and word order enact polarization; and talmih to David—Goliath, the People of
the Elephant, early conquests, and Karbala situates the present within sacred
history. Notably, echoing the Qur’anic Moses—Pharaoh dialogue, Junaid more
often magnifies in-group virtues than catalogs enemy vices, privileging positive
self-definition.

Contextually, unlike earlier Yemeni resistance verse centered on insurgency,
Junaid writes amid and after Ansarallah’s institutional ascent, so “resistance”
includes governance—order, unity, morale—while retaining militant imagery.
The Qur’anic lens stabilizes this dual role by grounding both combat and
cohesion in the same virtues: sabr, tawakkul, and justice.

Conclusion

Junaid’s resistance poetics are not merely ornamented with scripture; they are
architected by a Qur’anic semantics of steadfastness, reliance, preparedness, and
moral inversion. The poetry operationalizes two linked strategies: (1)
foregrounding the movement’s Qur’an-coded strengths (faith, divine aid,
readiness, trust, patience, unity) through synonymy, intertext, and martial
metaphor; and (2) backgrounding both in-group liabilities (small numbers,
casualties, thin arsenals) and enemy strengths (mass, technology) by redescribing
them within a higher moral calculus where justice and perseverance determine
outcomes. Enemy attributes are delegitimized via Qur’anic diagnostics (deceit,
wrongful alliances) and depicted as fragile before divinely supported
steadfastness. As an intervention in Yemeni and wider Arab resistance literature,
this study shows how Qur’anic discourse does not merely supply citations but
furnishes the evaluative rules by which victory is narrated, fear is redistributed,
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and political identity is sacralized. It also clarifies why Junaid’s verse functions
effectively as morale work, propaganda, and historical record: it ties present
struggle to sacred paradigms, translating doctrine into affect and action. Future
research could extend this Qur’an-anchored method to other Ansarallah poets and
to cross-movement comparisons, testing how scripture is rhetorically localized
across different arenas of contemporary resistance.



