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Abstract

The eloquence of the Holy Quran is one of the miraculous dimensions of this
divine book, and analyzing it—particularly through the examination of the
rhetorical aspects reflected in literary commentaries—can contribute to a deeper
understanding of its miraculous nature. Mawahib al-Rahman by Abd al-Karim
Modarres and Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz by Uthman Abd al-Aziz are among the
commentaries that address this aspect of Quranic eloquence. This study, adopting
a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to introduce and analyze the
methodologies of these two works, exploring their similarities and differences in
the rhetorical analysis of the Quran. The findings indicate that while both
commentaries share a common goal of elucidating the rhetorical miracle of the
Quran, they differ significantly in their approaches and interpretive methods.
Modarres places greater emphasis on analyzing linguistic and rhetorical
structures, whereas Abd al-Aziz focuses more on conveying educational and
social messages. The audience of Mawahib al-Rahman primarily consists of
scholars, as it presents the rhetorical aspects with detailed attention to the literary
expression of the Quran. In contrast, Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz employs simpler and
more accessible language aimed at promoting Quranic culture among Kurdish-
speaking audiences.

Keywords: Rhetorical Miracle, Mawahib al-Rahman, Tafsiri Qur’ani Pyroz, Abd
al-Karim Modarres, Uthman Abd al-Aziz

Extended Abstract
Introduction
This study offers a comparative, extended reading of two Kurdish exegetical
projects that foreground the Qur’an’s rhetorical miracle (i‘jaz balaght): 1)
Mawahib al-Rahman by ‘Abd al-Kartm Madras (Arabic, seven volumes), and 2)
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Tafsiri Qur’ani Piroz by Shaykh ‘Uthman ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (Kurdish, ten volumes).
Both exegetes affirm that the Qur’an’s inimitability appears in its unrivalled
eloquence, coherence, accuracy, and moral guidance; yet they operationalize
“rhetoric” differently. Madras builds on classical philology and the Arabic
rhetorical sciences, frequently citing major tafsir authorities (al-Razi, al-
Baydawt, al-Qurtubi, Abii Hayyan) and organizing his exposition around lexicon,
syntax, readings, hadith, and legal issues, with occasional inward or mystical
applications. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, writing for a broad Kurdish audience, integrates
ma’thiir and ma‘qal, highlights causes of revelation, connects verses to lived
ethics and communal reform, and privileges clear, didactic prose. The article
asks: How do the two interpreters evaluate Qur’anic i'jaz? Where do they
converge and diverge in treating key figures of speech—tashbih (simile), isti‘ara
(metaphor), and kinaya (metonymic/allusive expression)? What do these choices
reveal about audience, method, and the translators’/commentators’ aims?

Methodology

The research is descriptive—analytical and text-based. First, it reviews prior work
on both exegetes and identifies a gap: the lack of a targeted comparison of their
rhetorical hermeneutics. Second, it delineates a corpus of emblematic verses in
which rhetorical devices are central and exegetical differences are visible. For
simile, the study reads al-Nr 35 (the Light Verse) and al-Baqarah 171 (“like one
who shouts at what hears only a call””). For metaphor, it analyzes al-‘Ankabtt 64
(“this worldly life is but play and diversion”) and Al ‘Imran 103 (“hold fast to the
rope of God”). For kinaya, it treats al-A ‘raf 149 (“it was made to fall upon their
hands”) and al-Qalam 16 (“We shall brand him on the snout”). Third, it codes
each commentary for (a) lexical-syntactic analysis, (b) rhetorical categorization
and function, (c) theological or mystical extension, (d) ethical-pedagogical
application, and (e) audience signaling (technical density vs accessibility).
Finally, it synthesizes patterns across cases to articulate convergences and
systematic differences, and relates these to each author’s stated goals, language
of composition, and sources.

Results

Both exegetes affirm Qur’anic i‘jaz but lean differently. Madras, drawing on al-
Razi and the classical canon, catalogs traditional proofs—unbroken eloquence,
truthful content, tight thematic design, and the fusion of law, creed, ethics, and
story—while ‘Abd al-‘Aziz highlights the challenge’s persistence, accurate
foretellings, the 23-year piecemeal revelation without disorder, and the text’s
lived applicability for reform.

On simile, al-Nir 35 becomes doctrinal illumination for Madras and pastoral
instruction for ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Madras canvasses meanings of “niir,” reads the
parable as layered tamthil, and maps niche/lamp/glass/oil onto the believer’s
inner faculties (“ndir ‘ala ntr”). ‘Abd al-'Aziz, following Ibn ‘Abbas, presents it
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plainly as the clarity of divine guidance. In al-Bagarah 171 both agree:
unbelievers are like livestock that hear only sound; Madras adds lexical
morphology to stress cognitive closure, while ‘Abd al-°Aziz presses the ethical
warning.

On metaphor, both read al-‘Ankabiit 64 (“play and diversion”) as devaluing the
transient world before the abiding Hereafter; Madras extends this into a program
of rational investment (learning, welfare, useful crafts), whereas ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
reduces it to a concise moral: treat worldly joys as games unless yoked to
guidance. In Al ‘Tmran 103, Madras classifies “habl Allah” as explicit metaphor
with tarshth in “i‘tasimi,” underscoring religion’s rescue function; ‘Abd al-'Aziz
uses it to urge unity around the Qur’an and social cohesion.

For kinaya, al-A‘raf 149 (“suqita f1 aydihim”) is remorse: Madras restores the
idiom’s imagery (bitten hands) and clarifies its rhetoric; ‘Abd al-°Aziz pivots to
repentance as the door to acceptance. In al-Qalam 16 (“sanasimuhu ‘ala 1-
khurtim”), both see deliberate humiliation—*“snout” rather than “nose”; Madras
adds the al-Walid report, while ‘Abd al-‘AZziz itemizes the triple disgrace
(branding, animalizing diction, mark on the face) and its sting in an honor culture.
Methodologically, Madras labels figures (tamthil, isti‘ara musarraha) and mines
syntax, morphology, and intertexts, sometimes offering inner symbolics; ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz seldom names categories, converting devices into moral counsel,
communal policy, and consolation. The contrast tracks audience and language:
Madras writes in Arabic for students of tafsir and law; ‘Abd al-‘Aziz writes in
Kurdish for lay readers, translating the classical library into accessible guidance.
Yet they converge on function: similes clarify, metaphors reset values, and
kinayat intensify without crudeness—making rhetoric not ornament, but a vehicle
of truth and a still-active challenge, intellectually, ethically, and communally.

Conclusion

The comparative reading shows that rhetorical exegesis is not a single method
but a spectrum shaped by audience design, language, and aims. Madras
exemplifies a philological-rhetorical school: he classifies figures, tracks lexical
and syntactic nuance, and, at times, opens inward hermeneutics that map parables
onto the believer’s inner life. ‘Abd al-*Aziz represents a pastoral-didactic school:
he distills the same figures into accessible guidance, foregrounding unity,
repentance, and practical reform. Both, however, present rhetoric as the Qur’an’s
mode of knowledge: it persuades, admonishes, consoles, and organizes moral
vision. Methodologically, the article demonstrates that focusing on a small, well-
chosen set of verses across three major figures of speech produces stable,
interpretable contrasts that illuminate how i‘jaz is understood and taught.
Substantively, it suggests that the Qur’an’s rhetorical devices are capacious
enough to sustain technical commentary and communal exhortation without
contradiction. For researchers, the study supplies a template for mapping
exegetical rhetoric across languages and audiences; for educators, it underlines
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that balancing analytic precision (Madras) with communicative immediacy (‘Abd
al-'Aziz) can deepen appreciation of the Qur’an’s eloquence while keeping its
guidance actionable. Future work might extend the corpus to irony, tajnis, and
parallelism; trace how Kurdish vernacular choices refract Arabic rhetorical
categories; and test reception by lay readers versus seminary students. The
broader implication is clear: rhetorical analysis, when tuned to context, is not
mere ornament-hunting—it is a pathway into the Qur’an’s integrative claim to
truth, beauty, and moral transformation.



