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Abstract

Some quranic words and phrases are syntactically and linguistically placed in a
situation where they can be considered as belonging to both the previous and the
later part. Grammarians have accepted both aspects without preferring one over
the other. However, since there are differences between the meanings of these
two aspects, it is necessary that these words and phrases belong to one side in
order to determine the precise meaning so that it would not confuse the audience
in understanding the meaning of the Holy Quran. As a result, the commentators
of the Holy Qur’an, who deal with the meaning of the verses, try to select one of
these two aspects as the true meaning of these phrases with criteria such as the
Qur’anic style, the context of the verses, the Arabs’ usage, and citing hadiths in
order to clarify precise meaning of these words and phrases for the readers. It
seems that they have a difference in choosing one of these aspects. The present
study aims to reach a new level of layers of meanings of these verses and find out
their true meaning through using the above four criteria. The results indicate that
although the positions of Mo’aneqah pause in the Holy Qur’an have the ability to
belong to their previous or later parts based on syntactic rules, belonging to one
part is preferable to another one according to the above-mentioned criteria like
the style and context of the verses.

Keywords: Holy Quran, semantics, Mo’aneqah pause, syntax and interpretation

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study addresses a recurrent problem in Qur’anic interpretation: verses that
contain words or phrases which, from a purely syntactic (sentence-based)
perspective, can attach either backward to what precedes or forward to what follows.
Classical Arab grammarians, working largely within “sentence-grammar” (nahw al-
jumla), often deemed both attachments permissible, while scholars of pausal signs
(wagf wa ibtida") marked these locations with the special sign known as waqf
mu‘anaqga (“embracing stop”/“mutual stop”), indicating that one may stop at either
of two closely placed points but not at both. Yet the Qur’an is a coherent text, and its
rhetoric, usage, and context (siyaq) generally favor one meaning over another. We
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propose that a “text-grammar” (nahw al-nass) and linguistic-semantic approach can
adjudicate these cases more persuasively than syntax alone. The article therefore
asks: (1) what does waqf mu‘anaqa mean and where does it occur in the Qur’an? (2)
In contested sites, which attachment is semantically superior once we weigh
discourse context, Qur’anic stylistics, Arabic usage, and relevant reports? Beyond
clarifying local meanings, the broader aim is to show how semantic and discourse
cues convert two grammatically possible readings into one communicatively optimal
reading, thereby aiding exegetes, translators, and reciters.

Methodology

The work proceeds as a descriptive—analytical study grounded in linguistic semantics
and text linguistics. First, we delimit a corpus of widely acknowledged mu‘anaqa loci
(among the eighteen to twenty-six sites identified in the tradition), restricting
ourselves to exemplars most frequently agreed upon to keep the analysis focused.
Second, for each verse we reconstruct both grammatical options and the distinct
meanings they yield, then consult major tafsir and qira’at discussions to register
earlier positions (without presupposing their conclusions). Third, we apply a battery
of text-level criteria: (a) discourse flow and local context (siyaq) within the verse and
its neighbors; (b) Qur’anic stylistic habits and collocations (usltib); (c) general Arabic
usage; and (d) supporting reports and narrations when they function as internal
Qur’anic intertexts rather than extraneous impositions. Fourth, we adopt a parsimony
rule: prefer the reading that (i) avoids gratuitous ellipsis where the Qur’an elsewhere
does not elide; (ii) maintains thematic continuity; and (iii) accords with recurring
Qur’anic rhetorical patterns. Finally, we state a single “preferred” attachment for each
locus while acknowledging the residual grammatical permissibility of the alternative.

Results

Wagqf mu‘anaqa marks two adjacent, mutually exclusive pause points that reflect two
grammatically valid parses; our task is to see which reading the discourse itself
privileges. Across the examined loci, the preferred attachment is the one that
preserves topic continuity, matches Qur’anic collocations, and avoids unnecessary
ellipsis. Thus in Baqarah 2, “1a rayba fihi” reads best together, leaving “huda” as an
independent predication that presents the Book as guidance itself. In Baqarah 96, “wa
mina lladhina ashrakii” attaches back to keep the verse’s focus on the Jews’ extreme
love of life, even beyond the polytheists. In Al ‘Imran 30, coordinating “wa” makes
both good and evil present on Judgment Day, strengthening the threat. In Ma'idah
26, “arba‘ina sanah” modifies “muharramatun,” yielding a time-limited ban with
wandering as its concomitant.

Cohesion similarly decides other sites. In Ma’idah 31-32, “min ajli dhalika” links
forward to “katabna,” bridging the Cain-and-Abel narrative to Israel’s legal maxim.
In M2a’idah 41, “wa mina lladhina hadd” starts a new clause, reserving “haste in
unbelief” for the hypocrites and “heeding falsehood/distortion” for a Jewish subset.
In A'raf 172, “shahidna” most naturally continues the humans’ reply, echoing
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“ashhadahum” and introducing the rationale clause. In Ibrahtm 9, “wa lladhina min
ba‘dihim” is a further conjunct to the named peoples, with “Ia ya‘lamuhum illa llah”
as a parenthetic comment. In Mumtahanah 3, “yawma l-qiyamah” modifies “lan
tanfa‘akum,” fixing the time when kin and children bring no benefit, while “yafsilu
baynakum” explains the separation.

In sum, a semantic, text-level reading typically yields a clear preference that also
guides translation and pausal choice, even while acknowledging the grammatical
permissibility of the alternative.

Conclusion

Wagqf mu‘anaqa marks places where grammar by itself cannot decide between two
locally valid parses. When we elevate analysis from sentence-grammar to text-
grammar—mobilizing discourse flow, Qur’anic style, Arabic usage, and targeted
reports—one attachment usually emerges as communicatively superior. In the
examined loci, this approach: (1) resolves “la rayba fihi” as a backward link that
heightens the Book’s self-presentation as guidance; (2) maintains topic continuity in
polemical passages (Baqarah 96; Ma’idah 41); (3) reinforces eschatological threat by
co-presenting good and evil works (Al ‘Imran 30) and by time-anchoring the nullity
of kinship benefit (Mumtahanah 3); (4) clarifies temporality in the wilderness decree
(Ma’idah 26); (5) secures inter-verse cohesion where a bridging causal phrase is
decisive (Ma’idah 31-32); (6) preserves thematic scope in historical interrogatives
(ITbrahim 9); and (7) yields a rhetorically tighter reading of the primordial covenant
(A‘raf 172). The upshot is both methodological and practical. Methodologically,
meaning in the Qur’an is not exhausted by morphosyntax; it crystallizes at the
intersection of syntax with text-level semantics and rhetoric. Practically, ranking the
two mu‘anaqa options improves tafsir, guides translators away from indecision or
eclectic conflation, and offers reciters a principled basis for pausal choice that serves
meaning rather than merely marking permissibility. While we acknowledge that
alternative attachments remain grammatically possible and that certainty is not
always attainable, a disciplined semantic reading reduces ambiguity to a manageable
minimum and reveals, in many cases, the intended force of the verse.



