Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 7. Issue 2, Summer 2025, P, 41 to 57

Research Paper

Spatial trap of poverty and outcomes of construction of Cullbari in border
areas

Moosa Anbari, Rashid Ahmadifar, Sirwan Abdezade

1. Professor, Department of Social Development, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Farhangian University of Kurdistan, Tehran, Iran.

3. Secretary of Education and Lecturer at Farhangian University of Kurdistan.

https://doi.org/10.22034/scart.2024.139849.1377

: Abstract

: Examining the background of border research and studies, it is clear that
¢ analyzes of the socio-cultural causes and consequences of colbary are few. For
¢ this purpose, the present study uses the conceptual framework of space and space
: production to achieve this important by studying the community of border
¢ residents of Baneh and Marivan in Kurdistan province. The research method was
¢ qualitative and using grounded theory method and application of targeted
: sampling and snowball, 56 people informed and involved in the Colberry
: phenomenon were selected as a sample. The information is expressed by
: context-based analysis and open and axial coding using theoretical saturation
: method and paradigm model. Analytical findings show that border and border
: settlement as a social structure has led to the construction of the Colbary
: phenomenon in the Kurdish border areas. Border activists due to causal
¢ conditions such as economic pressure, lack of alternative sources of income,
: environmental determinism and poor income of cocoons, as well as the
: predominance of contexts and areas such as the weakness of the agricultural
: sector, lack of industry and industrial employment and weak employment of
: tourism, they forced to use their physical abilities and turned to Colbary as their
¢ last strategy. Colbary's socio-cultural consequences in the form of 6 central
¢ categories, including: social stigma and destruction of indigenous human capital,
: growth of consumerism and aversion to ecosystem among youth, degradation of
: human dignity and ambiguous legal status, growing class divide and continuing
¢ cycle Poverty, acute family problems, the growth of poverty-stricken and
: marginalized spaces, has led to the reproduction of colbary among the
: inhabitants of the western border areas of the country, including Kurdistan pro
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Extended Abstract

For a long time, with Iran's governments following
centralist development policies, a type of
unbalanced development has prevailed in the
country. Affected by this factor, the border regions
of Iran in the northwest, from West Azerbaijan to
Ilam and the southeast of Iran, are known as the most
underdeveloped regions of Iran, and the statistical
data of the Iranian Statistics Center show that these
regions in All social, political, cultural and
economic indicators are more deprived than the
central regions of Iran. The per capita income is
lower than the country's per capita income, a small
share in the gross national product, the highest
unemployment rate in the country, closure and lack
of equal access to sufficient industrial units, lack of
investment in various fields, and ethnic-religious
discrimination and inequality in Benefiting from
employment and income opportunities are the most
important factors that most people in bordering
provinces face (lranian Statistics Center, 2019).
Residents of these areas, in the absence of attention
to infrastructure and redistribution of wealth and
resources by the governments, have been forced to
change their business methods and use their border
location, and against official structural pressures,
adopt new ways; However, choosing the same path
may also cause more damage and livelihood
problems. The Kolbari phenomenon is considered as
a focal phenomenon in the western border areas of
the country, as a clever construction of governments
and a type of imposed poverty, a product of
dedevelopment and structural inequality, which has
been legitimized by anti-development programs.
And (Ahmadifar, 2017). Understanding this
phenomenon and its consequences is only possible
with a correct understanding of the complex
political-economic, security and social factors in
these areas. In the current research, an effort has
been made to first understand the phenomenon of
Colbert, and then to investigate and sociologically
analyze the socio-cultural consequences of this
phenomenon using the grounded theory method.

One of the most important analyzes of the
phenomenon of poverty is the analysis of the topic
in the form of literature on the reproduction of space,
especially in Lefebvre's interpretations. According
to Lefebvre, space is a socio-political construct and
no space can be separated from the process of space
production and its requirements; That is, abstraction,
commodification, dispersion and gathering exist in

the form of space and the dialectic of centrality
(Lefebvre, 2009: 54-53).

The nature of the research question and problem as
the main point of the research focus is effective in
choosing the research strategy and the type of
method and approach to collect and analyze
information. Considering the understanding nature
of the Kolbari issue and understanding its causes and
consequences in the form of a spatial trap of poverty,
it is necessary to use a qualitative method because
quantitative and statistical methods do not provide a
deep understanding of social issues. This approach
sees the interviewees as active, alert and dominant
actors on objective and subjective social
constructions, and will be widely used for issues that
have received little attention (Darlington and Scott,
2002). Among the existing strategies in the
qualitative method, grounded theory (Strauss and
Corbin, 2019) was chosen. With the use of
purposeful sampling and snowball, 56 people
informed and involved in the phenomenon of kolberi
in Baneh and Marivan cities in Kurdistan province
were selected as a sample, and the information
obtained from them was analyzed using context-
oriented analysis and open and axial coding using
They were expressed by the method of theoretical
saturation and paradigmatic model.

The socio-cultural works of Kolbari are explained in
5 key categories: the destruction of local human
capital, the growth of consumerism and eco-
aversion among young people, the degradation of
the human and legal dignity of individuals, the
growth of poor and marginalized spaces, and the
continuation of the cycle of poverty.

As it was mentioned before, as an informal and
false activity, kolbari is synonymous with poverty.
Kolbary causes all kinds of poverty, one of which is
cultural poverty. Cultural poverty comes to
Kolbaran after the poverty of bread and life. Poverty
means not having the power to escape from the
existing situation and a kind of trouble and despair,
and Colbert is caught in this trap of not having the
power to change.

Kurdistan province ranks 30th in the country in
terms of social capital, and this means that people
are deprived of macro, medium and micro social
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networks and relationships, most of which is due to
the weakness of the macro sector and the existing
inequality and lack of Trust returns to their
institutions, laws and norms.

In the official literature, Kolberi is equivalent to a
smuggler and his behavior is considered a crime.
Another macro-social consequence of Kaolbari,
which has had a great impact on the urban space of
the border areas, is the growth of marginalization
and marginalization of Kolbaran.

In addition to the mentioned consequences, colbert
can also be a symbol for the humiliation of the
people of the Kurdish region.

The lived experience of Kolbaran is a combination
of poverty, feeling of need, rejection, inequality,
etc., which has led to the reproduction of a specific
biological situation and a specific definition of it.
The spatial trap of poverty with categories such as
economic-livelihood bottlenecks, lack of alternative
sources of income, severe economic poverty, weak
income from pilovari and environmental deterrence
in the form of causal conditions has become a part
of the lives of many people in the western border
areas of the country. Based on this, the border
settlement and the environmental conditions of the
region and severe economic poverty along with the
lack of an alternative source of income have led the
people of the border region of the west of the country
to do colbari.

As an example of poverty and its increasing
reproduction in the border regions of Kurdistan,
especially in the border cities of Baneh and Marivan,
Kolberi has brought consequences in the socio-
cultural field. For the socio-cultural consequences of
Kolberi, a series of concepts were extracted in
different fields and based on them, an analysis of the
situation was tried. Among the aforementioned set
of concepts, the categories of destruction of native

human capital, strengthening of vulgarity and
consumption values among young people,
degradation of human dignity and unclear legal
status, growth of marginalization and change of the
context of border cities, growing class gap, acute
family problems, Media surfing and continuous
reproduction of poverty have been achieved.

In addition to absorbing this system within the
family, young people also face many problems. The
absence of father's control and supervision and his
being away from home at night reduces the amount
of family control over them and they are directed
towards abnormal activities. Colbert fathers and
Colbert families are dealing with many family
problems, including disobedience of the family and
children, sexual and marital problems, the family
becoming homeless, and all of these consequences
cause the reproduction of poverty and suffering
among the generations and the family. It becomes a
problem that continues in an intergenerational way
and suffering and social shame.
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