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Analysis of the Mappings of Ontological Conceptual Metaphors
of the Objectification Type

Hossein Khani Kolgay*
(Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, Khoy Faculty, University of Quranic Sciences and
Teachings, Khoy, Iran)

Abstract :

Examining and analyzing the long concepts of revelation from the perspective
of linguistic perspectives shows us the intellectual structure of the Holy Quran
and leads us to understand the Quranic truths. The theory of conceptual
metaphors is a linguistic possibility to conceptualize spiritual and abstract
phenomena and concepts of the Holy Quran, the use of this linguistic tool is
very effective in understanding the Quranic categories. "Objectification” is a
type of ontological conceptual metaphor that conceptualizes and depicts
phenomena and concepts as a material object. The connections that the Holy
Quran provides between material and spiritual spaces keep the audience
involved in this. He made connections and created a transformation in his
thought and understanding and put his worldview in line with monotheistic
worldview. Based on this, this article has analyzed examples of ontological
(existential) conceptual metaphors of the "objective" type in the Holy Qur'an in
a descriptive-analytical way, and the results show that the "sounding hanging
object" (Muzabzab), shows a pure and palpable image of the aimlessness,
aimlessness and wandering of the hypocrites, tearing the covenant rope, putting
humiliation and misery on the Jewish disbelievers is another example of the
conceptual metaphors of "objectification” in the Holy Quran, which are abstract
concepts. He has depicted in a very concrete and material way in order to
provide the audience with a clear and deep understanding of them in the
conceptual system of the Qur'an.

Keywords: the Holy Quran, conceptual metaphor, ontological metaphor,
objectification

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

This paper investigates the vital role of ontological conceptual metaphors—
specifically the subtype known as objectification—in shaping the Quran’s
presentation of abstract, ethical, and metaphysical realities. Within the broader
field of cognitive linguistics, the study proceeds from the foundational premise
that human cognition is inherently metaphorical: individuals grasp nonmaterial
or spiritual concepts only by projecting structures from their embodied, sensory,
and social experiences onto abstract domains. This theoretical perspective
challenges classical views that treated metaphor as merely ornamental or
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rhetorical. Instead, metaphor is understood as a core mechanism of thought and
meaning-making, one that informs how humans reason, evaluate, and interact
with the world around them. Thus, when the Quran uses concrete imagery to
frame spiritual truths—such as hypocrisy, covenant loyalty, or ultimate moral
judgment—it is not engaging in literary embellishment but in cognitive
guidance, inviting readers to comprehend the unseen through the familiar.
Building on this premise, the study concentrates on a particular class of
metaphors known as ontological metaphors, in which abstract concepts are
understood as objects, substances, or spatially bounded entities. Through such
metaphors, intangible realities become cognitively manipulable; they can be
grasped, resisted, measured, approached, or avoided. The paper pays special
attention to objectification, a subtype in which abstract phenomena are
represented as concrete material objects with identifiable physical properties. In
the Quran, this mechanism manifests in representations of hypocrisy as a
suspended, oscillating object; covenant-breaking as the gradual unravelling of a
tightly woven rope; humiliation as an enclosing tent; spiritual hardness as a
protective sheath; piety as both a garment and a structural foundation; and truth
as a solid force capable of crushing falsehood.

By analyzing these examples, the research aims to reveal how the Quran
systematically links the material and spiritual domains through patterned
metaphorical projections. These projections create a network of conceptual
mappings that allow complex religious ideas to be apprehended through lived
human experience. More importantly, they contribute to a cohesive Quranic
worldview in which metaphysical realities are portrayed as grounded, tangible,
and experientially vivid. The study therefore situates Quranic discourse within a
broader cognitive model of meaning, showing how its linguistic choices not
only communicate doctrine but also shape moral perception and guide spiritual
understanding.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach grounded in the theory of
conceptual metaphor proposed by Lakoff and Johnson and developed in
cognitive linguistics. It distinguishes ontological metaphors from structural and
orientational ones, then concentrates on cases where immaterial phenomena are
conceptualized as material objects or configurations. Selected Quranic verses
form the corpus; they are chosen because key abstract notions in them are
expressed through lexical items whose basic meanings belong to concrete
domains.

For each example, classical Arabic lexicons are used to recover the primary,
nonfigurative meanings of the relevant terms, such as a hanging object, a woven
rope, a tent or dome, a sheath, a garment, a thrown projectile, and a building
foundation. These are then compared with classical and modern exegetical
interpretations, which are re-read through the lens of conceptual metaphor
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theory. The analysis reconstructs the mappings between source and target
domains, specifying how particular physical properties and image schemas are
projected onto ethical and spiritual concepts.

Results

The analysis shows that the Quran systematically employs ontological
metaphors of objectification to structure key religious concepts. Hypocrisy is
conceptualized as a hanging, oscillating, noisy object, highlighting instability,
directionless motion, repetitive movement without real progress, and attention-
seeking display. Covenant-breaking is conceptualized as unravelling a tightly
twisted rope, framing betrayal as a gradual undoing of a structural bond that
connects God and human beings and supports all other covenants.

Humiliation and destitution are portrayed as a dark tent or dome erected over a
people, enclosing them in an inescapable, narrowing space that restricts vision
and movement and marks a persistent condition. The hardened or unbelieving
heart is presented as encased in a sheath or covering that prevents divine
guidance from penetrating, implying a chosen and removable barrier rather than
an innate incapacity. Piety is conceptualized both as a garment that covers inner
defects, protects from harm, and adorns the self, and as a foundation on which
religious institutions and righteous deeds are built. Finally, the triumph of truth
over falsehood is depicted as a hard projectile striking and shattering a brittle
object, underscoring the structural asymmetry between the two.

Conclusion

The study concludes that ontological metaphors of objectification are central to
how the Quran communicates its theological and ethical vision. By construing
abstract realities as concrete objects and spatial configurations, the text enables
its audience to grasp and evaluate complex spiritual states in terms of familiar
sensory experiences. These metaphors do more than embellish the discourse;
they organize the underlying conceptual system through which the reader
understands core religious notions.

From a theoretical perspective, the findings show that applying conceptual
metaphor theory to Quranic discourse clarifies the systematic nature and
internal logic of Quranic imagery in ways that complement traditional rhetorical
analysis. Ontological metaphors emerge as cognitive and affective bridges
between the unseen and the seen, making metaphysical concepts experientially
vivid and morally compelling. In this way, the Quranic use of objectification
metaphors supports deeper reflection, self-assessment, and spiritual
transformation within a unified cognitive and religious framework.



