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: Abstract

: The discourse about pro-poor tourism shows that tourism can be effectively
: considered as a tool to reduce poverty. Academic views on the relationship
: between poverty and tourism have been very different in the last half century
: and there are ambiguities among academics about the theoretical relationship
. between tourism and poverty alleviation. What are the common theories in the
: field of pro-poor tourism? Tourism supporting the poor and its effectiveness has
: always been faced with the multiplicity of theories and conflicting views, and
: the main purpose of the article is to create a bridge between the concepts of
¢ tourism and poverty by exploring theoretical and theory-based relationships. In
: fact, this research tries to provide a proper and principled understanding of the
: nature of tourism of the poor and summarize the views in it, which can cover the
: gap in the field of planning in this area. Based on the review of research
. literature, the origin and approaches of pro-poor tourism need further analysis.
¢ Using Prisma model, 200 articles published in the field of pro-poor tourism in
: Web of Science and Scopus databases were selected for systematic review. The
: common areas in pro-poor tourism studies and the planning approaches involved
: in this sphere have been identified and the major approaches include
. participatory, sustainable, community-based, stakeholder and actor network
: approaches. The results show that we generally see some kind of overlap in
: related approaches. With increasing awareness of the nature of pro-poor tourism,
¢ planning approaches are also evolving and diversifying. In general, the result of
: the research considers a combination of planning approaches necessary to
: understand and implement a pro-poor system in planning.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Poverty reduction as one of the most important
development goals is on the agenda of many
developing economies, and undoubtedly specific
strategies and approaches are needed to support the
poor in the meantime, pro-poor tourism was
proposed as a term with the interpretation that
tourism, in addition to being able to use informal
labor and women, its development in poor areas that
have tourism potential is a step towards the
development and poverty reduction. Although such
a process in practice will face challenges such as
management problems and conflict of views. This
research tries to study the growth of interest in
tourism as a means of reducing poverty by first
reflecting on the poverty reduction program that has
attracted many resources and then considers the
evolution of pro-poor tourism. The upcoming
research pursues two main goals: ) Identifying
common areas in pro-poor tourism studies Y)
Determining planning approaches involved in pro-
poor tourism.

2- Methods

In order to achieve the objectives of the research, the
Prisma model was applied to review the studies
conducted in the field of pro-poor tourism. Prisma
model is considered as one of the common models
for systematic review. In order to identify articles in
the field of pro-poor tourism, first the keywords
related to the topic were identified. In the next step,
Web of Science and Scopus were selected as the
main databases and an initial review was performed
using key words. Due to the possibility of duplicate
results, Repetitious articles were removed after
getting the Excel output. At the end, 200 articles
published in journals were selected for systematic
review. Then, keywords were analyzed in order to
identify common areas in studies related to pro-poor
tourism. At the next step, the results were visualized
using WordArt and VueViewer software.

3- Results

With the purpose to identify the areas that
researchers have focused more on in the studies
about pro-poor tourism, key words were analyzed
and the findings were visualized with WordArt
software and Vosviewer software. According to the
findings, the topics related to economy,
sustainability, ecotourism, stakeholders and
alternative tourism are the most important areas
emphasized by researchers, and in addition, the main
emphasis of researchers is on rural areas and they
have suggested community-based tourism. Also, the
findings indicate that the main approaches and most
important planning schools involved in pro-poor
tourism include sustainability, participatory,

community-based, stakeholder and actor network
planning approaches.

4- Conclusion

The results of the research show that the initial
studies were mostly focused on the nature of tourism
that supports the poor, but with the passage of time,
deeper questions regarding the link between tourism
and the poor have been raised; for instance, can
tourism really increase the quality of life of the poor
or increase their income and reduce poverty?
According to the obtained results, various types of
tourism such as ecotourism, agriculture and rural
tourism and their impact on poverty reduction have
been given more attention in the past studies. Also,
most of the studies have focused on the impact of
tourism on the economic dimensions of poverty,
while other dimensions of it have not been
considered. At the other hand villages have gotten
the main focus of researchers' attention in pro-poor
tourism, while cities should also be considered due
to the increase in the level of urbanization. The
results show that participatory, sustainability,
community-based, stakeholder and actor network
approaches are the most important approaches in
pro-poor tourism planning. According to the
examined planning approaches and the areas
identified from previous studies, it can be concluded
that we generally see some kind of overlap in related
approaches. With increasing awareness of the nature
of pro-poor tourism, planning approaches are also
evolving and diversifying, therefore, in general, a
combination of planning approaches is necessary to
understand and implement a pro-poor system in
planning.

In this regard, it seems like what the actors' network
approach suggests, it is necessary to first change the
attitude towards poverty as a simple and one-
dimensional phenomenon related to the economic
dimension, and except for the organizational and
people aspects, the non-human phenomena involved
in Poverty should also be considered. Such a change
of attitude will also lead to the identification of the
beneficiaries of tourism supporting the poor. Then
the empowerment of the poor can be prioritized in
the form of community-oriented tourism. The
effective presence of the poor in tourism businesses
will bring the empowerment of this group. Such
components together provide a suitable model in the
form of a collaborative approach for all stakeholders
and especially the poor to participate in tourism
development planning. Enhancing the participation
of stakeholders in tourism development not only
provides stronger incentives to preserve natural
capital, but can also lead to a fair distribution of
benefits and, as a result, more opportunities to
reduce poverty. Finally, based on the sustainability
approach, economic, social, and environmental
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considerations should be emphasized in any type of
planning to make pro-poor tourism sustainable.
Three main components can be considered for a pro-
poor tourism approach, which are: a) better access to
the economic benefits of tourism through expanding
job opportunities for poor people and providing
them with adequate training to maximize these
opportunities; b) measures to deal with the social
and environmental impacts of tourism development,
especially the aforementioned forms of social
exploitation as well as excessive pressure on natural
resources, pollution production and damage to
ecosystems; and c) policy reform, by increasing the
participation of the poor in the planning,
development and management of tourism-related
activities related to them, removing some of the
barriers to greater participation of the poor and
encouraging the participation between government
organizations or the private sector and poor people
in the direction of Production of new tourism goods
and services.
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