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: Abstract

: Through literature and storytelling, one can discern some of the prevailing thoughts in
human societies, understand existing perspectives, and the process of their evolution. At
: the same time, the ideas and dreams of the past are the foundation of today's cultures. For
: this reason, to attain the accumulated experiences of the ancestors and to trace the growth
: and development of human societies and their literary works, it is necessary to
scientifically examine stories and folklore. Given the assumption that stories and folklore
assist us in this important task, structural analysis and classification of them help us
¢ understand how they have evolved . In recent years, experts have attempted with various
approaches to collect, study, and classify stories and folklore. One of those who employed
¢ adistinctive method in the study of stories was Vladimir Propp (1895-1970), a Russian
folklorist. He believed that in classifying stories, they should be studied precisely. Then,
based on the elements extracted from the subject, they should be analyzed, rather than
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Keywords: Structural linguistics, : imposing something externally on the subject. He also believed that the study of stories
morphology, Propp, Russian fairy : should utilize other methods from empirical sciences (which are precise and
Tales. . reproducible). The present study, emphasizing Propp's structuralist theory, seeks to

: examine the existence or non-existence of a general narrative structure in a selection of
: Persian fairy tales, and to evaluate the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of Propp's theory
in explaining the narrative structures of these tales and the degree of their conformity
¢ with the aforementioned morphological model .In this research, three fairy tales from the
Bakhtiari region in Persian are examined based on Vladimir Propp’s structural model of
fairy tales, and the specific functions of each story are identified. The findings indicate
that the dominant patterns in these tales differ in some cases from the patterns in Russian
: fairy tales; Propp’s model is derived from the study of Russian stories and differs, in
parts, from the governing patterns in tales of other nations, including Bakhtiari fairy tales .
) Many of the functions present in Russian fairy tales are absent in Bakhtiari stories, and
conversely, some functions found in Bakhtiari fairy tales—such as attention to
spirituality, superstitions, and mythology—do not have a place in Propp’s model.

e |
| Gholamhosseini, P., & Heydari, A. (2025). A comparative study of the morphology of Persian fairy tales
| based on Vladimir Propp’s Model. Sociology of Culture and Art, 7 (3), 1-13.

Corresponding author: Parvin Gholamhosseini

Address: Postdoctoral researcher at Lorestan University, PhD graduate of Shahrekord University. Iran.
Email: Parvin2012gh@yahoo.com



A comparative study of the morphology of Persian fairy tales based on Vladimir Propp’s Model

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Propp, a Russian theorist who brought a
fundamental transformation to the study of folktales
with his book "Morphology of the Folktale," defines
atale as follows: an expansion and development that
begins with "evil" or "lack and need" and "through
passing intermediary functions leads to marriage[...]
or to other functions” which "are used as the
conclusion and ending of the tale” (Propp, 2007:
183). The structure of a tale differs from the
structures of other literary genres such as novels,
short stories, or anecdotes. In fact, tales include
numerous fixed and variable elements that form all
tales. This implies that many themes and motifs are
found in tales from various cultures, such as
characters like Kkings, princes, heroes, demons,
dragons, etc., or subjects such as courtship, love,
betrayal of the master, arduous and impossible
quests, restoration, deceptive marriages, Kingship,
and princes in disguise, etc. The structure of tales is
symbolic like myths, and it is notable that most tale
symbols are similar across different nations (see
Heydari & Fathollahi, 2011: 46). Shamisa, referring
to the structure of tales, considers the cause-and-
effect relationships present in the literary genre of
tales to be simpler than in other literary genres
(Shamisa, 2008: 205). The present research with the
following objectives—scientific classification of a
selection of Bakhtiari folktales based on Vladimir
Propp's morphology; achieving the general structure
and morphological diagram of fairy tales; examining
the extent of adaptation or non-adaptation of
Bakhtiari folktales to Propp’s pattern; and studying
the sequence of functions of the aforementioned
tales to extract a base model—has been conducted.
Considering the advancement of science and the
expansion of official languages, folk tales are being
increasingly forgotten. Nowadays, one of the
reasons for the fading of folk tales and legends is the
misconception that these tales are mere
superstitions. Therefore, through precise and
scientific study of these tales (folk tales and
legends), one can unveil their hidden mysteries. This
research attempts to analyze Bakhtiari tales and
legends through Propp's morphological method.
Many studies so far have focused solely on the
formal conformity of Propp’s model with a tale or
diverse collections of tales (which may not belong
to a single specific “type”) or even complex modern
stories that do not follow chronological time
sequences. Thus, the necessity and significance of
this research arise to address this gap in
morphological studies.

Researchers aim to answer the following questions
during the study:

-Is Propp's method in the morphology of folktales
applicable to other folktales beyond those Propp
studied?

-What are the relationships (similarities and
differences) between the functions and characters of
Iranian Persian folktales and those in Propp's
morphology?

-What are the prominent features of the Bakhtiari
Persian fairy tales in terms of function sequence, and
how do they differ from the folktales Propp
examined?

The assumptions considered by the authors are as
follows:

-Bakhtiari fairy tales are compatible with Propp's
morphological model.

-The elements, characters, and functions in these
tales largely follow the rules indicated by Propp.
-The sequence of functions in the aforementioned
tales does not significantly differ from the tales
examined by Propp.

2- Methods

This study is descriptive-analytical research with a
qualitative approach. For this research, three tales
from the collection of Bakhtiari fairy tales in Persian
were purposively selected. The research data were
collected through written tales. Data analysis was
conducted based on Vladimir Propp's structural
model, in such a way that each tale was divided into
specific functions, and its narrative structure was
examined and interpreted with emphasis on the
sequence and position of these functions.
Accordingly, the functions of each tale were
identified, and their role in shaping the overall
structure of the story was analyzed. This analytical
process was carried out using structural content
analysis and a comparative approach to evaluate the
similarities and differences between the structure of
Bakhtiari tales and Propp’s model.

3- Findings

In the tale "Gohar Abrisham and the daughter of the
Fairy King," a notable function is the wedding,
similar to Russian fairy tales. The story includes the
paired functions M (a difficult task) and N
(completion of that task). A recurring theme in many
Bakhtiari tales, including this one, is the presence of
an evil demon representing corruption and opposing
fairies .The tale "Haft Daghroon" features the paired
functions H (hero’s struggle with the villain) and I
(victory over the villain), aligning well with Propp’s
model. It begins with a command and its violation,
followed by sequences of villainy, need, temptation,
and hero’s triumph consistent with Propp’s theory .
The tale "Naneh Mahi" presents common Bakhtiari
motifs but has fewer narrative functions than
Propp’s model and sometimes deviates in function
order. It shares similarities with Russian tales in
starting with a command and encountering evil acts,
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ultimately ending with a marriage, despite the hero’s
hardships .Analysis of these tales reveals the
presence of functions like superstition, absent in
Propp’s morphology, thus suggesting the addition of
a new function (e.g., Kh for superstition). The story
of "Gohar Abrisham" illustrates this through a
demonic enchantment. Differences also include the
function of suicide, present in the Persian tale but
not in Propp’s framework. Some Proppian
functions, like branding, are missing from these
tales.

4- Discussion &Conclusion

One notable function in the tale of "Gohar Abrisham
and the daughter of the Fairy King" is the wedding,
which also resembles those found in Russian fairy
tales. The narrator/author sweetens the audience’s
taste by a joyful and pleasant ending. This tale
contains the paired functions M-N (M = a difficult
task or mission, and N = the successful completion
of the task or solving a difficult problem). A
characteristic feature of this tale, also seen in many
Bakhtiari fairy tales, is the evil demon symbolizing
corruption and its opposition to the fairies. The tale
"Haft Daghroon" belongs to the category containing
the paired functions H-I (H = hero's struggle with the
villain, and | = victory over the villain). The
functions of this story mostly align with Propp’s
pattern. As seen in the analysis of the functions, the
tale begins with a command or interdiction followed
by its violation. Subsequently, the patterns of
villainy, lack and need, deceptive temptations, and
the hero’s victory occur, which are consistent with
Propp’s theory.

The content and theme of the tale "Naneh Mahi" are
among the frequently used motifs in Bakhtiari tales.
The number of functions in this tale is much fewer
than those in Propp’s morphology. Moreover, the
sequence of functions sometimes does not conform
to Propp’s model. Among the similarities with
Russian fairy tales is the beginning of the story with
a command and its execution. Then, the tale
encounters villainous actions. Finally, despite
enduring many hardships, the hero’s story ends with
the marriage function. In "Naneh Mahi," the number
of functions is significantly fewer than in the other
two tales. Notably, Propp himself believed that since
his study was limited to analyzing only one hundred
fairy tales, it is possible that new types of functions

could be discovered in other tales (Ashrafi et al.,
2015: 40).

The analysis of the tales "Gohar Abrisham and the
daughter of the Fairy King," "Haft Daghroon," and
"Naneh Mahi" based on Vladimir Propp's
morphology reveals that some functions such as
superstitions appear in these tales. These functions
do not have any place in Propp’s functions, thus a
new function, for example function Kh
(superstition), can be proposed for them. The
application of this function can be seen in "Gohar
Abrisham and the daughter of the Fairy King,"
where the girl is enchanted by a demon. Another
difference between the functions in Propp’s model
(Russian fairy tales) and those in Persian tales is the
function of “suicide,” which appears in the
mentioned tale, where the demon (villain) dies by
his own hand—a function not used in Propp’s
morphology. Conversely, some functions such as
branding, which appear in Propp’s model, are not
found in any of these three tales.

Considering the analysis of the motifs and themes of
the aforementioned tales, one can note the extent of
adherence to myths and legends, which correlates
with the widespread mythology among the Bakhtiari
people. Other distinctive features of these tales
include the prominent presence of superstitions and
misconceptions such as belief in demons,
enchantments, fairies, magic, and so forth.
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