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Abstract

In the fourth century AH, under the relatively tolerant policies of
the Samanid dynasty and the establishment of favorable social and
economic conditions, the rationalist movement gained significant
momentum, culminating in the creation of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh,
regarded as the "Book of Wisdom" for Iranians. Rationality is the
dominant theme in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Ferdowsi considers
wisdom the most valuable asset in human life. This study aims to
explore the diverse meanings of wisdom in the Shahnameh. The
epic begins with an invocation to the "Lord of Soul and Wisdom,"
highlighting the exalted status of wisdom in the poet’s view.
Ferdowsi believes that wisdom distinguishes humans from other
creatures, and based on this principle, he evaluates and interprets
the character and actions of Iranian kings and heroes. The
Shahnameh was composed to articulate the social and political
ideologies of pre-Islamic Iranian society, with wisdom regarded as
the primary factor in legitimizing and perfecting the exercise of
power and authority by kings and rulers. The findings of this
study indicate that social interactions and the role of literature in
promoting knowledge and awareness in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
encompass the following: peaceful coexistence, constructive
dialogue, balanced relationships with others, recognition of values
and the importance of family, helping fellow humans, courage in
expression, social consciousness, detachment from worldly
desires, ethical joy, resilience in facing challenges, logical
reasoning, openness to consultation, and spiritual connection with
God. Consequently, the sage of Tus considers wisdom and the
dissemination of knowledge as the distinguishing features of
human creation compared to other beings, using this framework to
assess the character of Iranian kings and heroes.
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