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The views of theologians and jurists regarding the permissibility of the rule of taklif ma
la yutag (task beyond capacity) on the part of God—as well as the possibility or
impossibility and moral evaluation (good or evil) of such obligation—have long been
subjects of scholarly debate. Those who argue for its impossibility or ethical
inadmissibility not only rely on rational arguments but also cite several scriptural
evidences from the holy Qur'an, among which the well-known phrase "La yukallifu

=N

Allahu nafsan illa wus‘aha" (“God does not burden any soul beyond its capacity”) in the
end of Sarat al-Baqgara stands out. This verse serves as one of the fundamental bases for
analyzing the issue. Furthermore, disagreement over the meaning of the word wus*‘ and
the scope of its scope in the interpretation of this verse holds particular significance. This
study aims to examine the status of the rule of taklif ma 1a yutaq in terms of its feasibility,
impossibility, and moral valuation, as well as its implications for legal reasoning.
Through a descriptive-analytical method and by exploring the views of jurists and
exegetes, the research clarifies the concept and scope of wus®. In addition to elaborating
on the various dimensions of the rule, this study undertakes a comparative analysis of
differing perspectives and extracts more precise conclusions regarding the impact of this
principle on a deeper understanding of the foundations of divine legislation and justice.
It concludes that the semantic scope of wus‘ is comprehensive, encompassing all
physical, mental, intellectual, and social human capacities, and that attributing obligation
beyond capacity to God is unfounded.
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Introduction

The concept of "Taklif Ma La Yutaq" (i.e., imposing obligations beyond one's capacity) is a
foundational topic in Islamic theology and jurisprudence, closely intertwined with the question
of divine justice and human capacity. Given the physical, psychological, intellectual, and
environmental differences among individuals, a critical question arises: “How can divine justice
be justified in the realm of obligations and divine commands?” The key Qur’anic verse, "La
yukallifu Allahu nafsan illa wus‘aha" (Q., 2:286), which is echoed in other Qur’anic passages
as well, serves as one of the most significant sources for examining this issue. Most Islamic
jurists and theologians have regarded this verse as the foundation for the principle of "obligation
according to capacity"”, interpreting it as evidence for the impossibility of God imposing
obligations beyond human capacity. This article first seeks to analyze, from both theological
and rational perspectives, the possibility or impossibility of attributing obligations beyond
capacity to God. It then proceeds to a semantic analysis of the term "wus" (a~s) in the
aforementioned verse. The central question is whether "wus " refers solely to physical abilities,
or whether it encompasses broader dimensions such as moral, psychological, social, and even
intellectual capacities and responsibilities. The sources of jurisprudence (figh) and Qur’anic
exegesis present differing views on the scope of "wus‘": some interpret it as pertaining only to
legal obligations, while others consider "wus" a general concept that can elucidate divine
justice in all aspects of human life. A comparative review of exegetical and usli (principles of
jurisprudence) perspectives reveals that this concept offers extensive analytical potential, not
only in jurisprudence and legal theory but also in Qur’anic semantics. The aim of this research
is to provide a precise re-examination of the principle of "taklif ma 1a yutaq" and the concept
of "wus" in light of al-Bagara/2:286, with a focus on clarifying its conceptual and applied
scope

Method
D This study is designed using a descriptive-analytical approach to precisely examine the

semantics of the term "wus™" (a~3) in the verse "1a yukallifu Allahu nafsan illa wus‘aha" ( ¥
L3 V) Lkl 1 Y ag well as the status of the principle of "taklif ma 1a yutaq" (GUaVle <alss),
In order to achieve a rigorous analysis, exegetical, jurisprudential, and theological sources have
been studied and compared to elucidate the differences of opinion and the semantic scope of
the term "wus"." This approach, by enabling the reproducibility and replicability of the study,
provides a foundation for a deeper understanding of the principle of taklif ma la yutaq in light
of Qur’anic verses and scientific as well as religious theories.

Results

The findings of this research clearly indicate that Imam1 and Mu ‘tazili theologians and jurists,
based on Qur’anic verses and rational arguments, have rejected the attribution of taklif ma 1a
yutaq to God and have considered such an obligation as inadmissible. In contrast, the Ash‘arites
have deemed the imposition of an intrinsically impossible obligation (al-mumtani al-dhati) as
impossible, but have allowed for the possibility of an obligation that is extrinsically impossible
(mumtani‘ bi-lI-ghayr). They have also considered the command to the impossible in the form
of a declarative statement as possible.
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The concept of "wus" has been widely defined as human capacity or ability, and prominent
exegetes have regarded it as encompassing all dimensions of life, including physical, ethical,
social, and intellectual aspects. Divine justice has been explained on the basis of differences in
human capacities, such that each individual’s responsibility is proportionate to their wus® in all
domains. Furthermore, the principle of obligation within the limits of wus® serves as a
significant rational foundation for the derivation of jurisprudential, legal, and ethical rulings
and plays a key role in the conceptual development of "wus"."

Conclusions
This study, by examining the verse "la yukallifu Allahu nafsan illa wus aha," provides a precise

explanation of the principle of taklif ma la yutaq and the concept of "wus‘"—a concept that
holds fundamental importance in Islamic jurisprudential, theological, and exegetical sources
and is central to discussions on divine justice and the limits of human obligation. The results of
the analysis show that attributing obligations beyond wus" to God is not only incompatible with
the principle of divine justice but is also seriously challenged from both rational and transmitted
perspectives. The views of Imami and Mu ‘tazilt theologians, with their emphasis on divine
justice, reject such an attribution, arguing that God, based on justice and wisdom, does not
obligate humans beyond their capacity. On the other hand, theoretical disagreements regarding
the breadth and levels of the concept of "wus™" indicate that this term possesses various
physical, psychological, intellectual, ethical, and social dimensions, making it applicable not
only to legal obligations but also to other spheres of human life. While this interpretive diversity
demonstrates the depth and extensiveness of the concept, it can also lead to challenges such as
the personalization of rulings and difficulties in jurisprudential discipline. Therefore, a precise
and systematic clarification of "wus" is increasingly necessary to maintain coherence in the
derivation and implementation of legal rulings.

Moreover, the distinction between the possibility and actualization of obligations beyond wus®,
as proposed by the Ash‘arites, is in fact a logical response to the issue of God’s omnipotence
and justice: that is, while God has the power to do anything, He, out of justice and wisdom,
does not actualize the imposition of obligations beyond human capacity. This perspective
demonstrates that divine justice and God’s absolute power are in no way in conflict.
Ultimately, the findings of this research not only contribute to a better understanding of the
principle of taklif ma la yutaq and divine justice but also represent an important step toward
clarifying the scope of the concept of "wus " in the fields of jurisprudence, theology, and the
humanities. This can pave the way for further studies on the relationship between divine justice
and individual and social differences among humans and can be beneficial in addressing
fundamental questions in the realm of religion and contemporary life.
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