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Objective: This study evaluates the Persian translations of tamyiz constructions in
Nahj al-Balagha by Maadi-Khah and Zamani through Ladmiral’s framework of
translation criticism. As a collection of Imam Ali’s sermons, letters, and aphorisms,
Nahj al-Balagha occupies an important position in Islamic cultural heritage. Its
linguistic richness provides scope for translation assessment through approaches
compatible with the nature of religious discourse. The study examines how the
translators convey these constructions and how their choices reflect their
understanding of the sermons’ meanings and contexts.

Method: The research adopts a comparative approach and an inductive method,
restricting its analysis to tamyiz as a single grammatical variable in the sermons. The
corpus comprises fifteen sermons containing 128 instances of tamyiz, from which
twenty-seven examples were selected for evaluation within Ladmiral’s theoretical
framework. The analysis compares the two translations in relation to analysis and
disambiguation, connotation, the unity of style and meaning, the translator’s
freedom of choice, and the evocation of textual atmosphere.

Results: The findings indicate that Maadi-Khah’s translation demonstrates greater
correspondence with the framework, whereas Zamani’s translation displays less
correspondence in relation to its intended readership. Both translators adopt a target-
oriented approach, prioritizing the sermons’ message and recreating expressions in
Persian. The principles examined are observable in both translations, although their
application differs. Maadi-Khah conveys the textual context more effectively
through attention to the evocation of atmosphere and more frequently reconstructs
meaning through connotation. Zamani, in contrast, makes greater use of the
translator’s freedom of choice.

Conclusion: The comparison shows that a shared orientation toward the target
language does not entail identical strategies for rendering tamyiz. Differences
emerge particularly in the reconstruction of implied meaning, the representation of
context, and the exercise of translational choice. Within the selected examples,
Maadi-Khah’s closer correspondence with Ladmiral’s framework is associated with
greater attention to context and connotative meaning. These findings clarify how the
two translators recreate the sermons’ message while adopting distinct approaches to
the relationship between linguistic expression and meaning.
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Introduction

Nahj al-Balagha, a collection of Imam Ali’s sermons, letters, and aphorisms, presents
challenges for translation because its meanings emerge through the interaction of grammatical
structure, rhetorical expression, and textual context. Rendering its Arabic constructions into
Persian therefore requires more than selecting dictionary equivalents. A word’s grammatical
function may coexist with several possible contextual meanings, while structural differences
between the two languages may necessitate reformulation. Tamyiz, the accusative of
specification, provides a focus for examining how translators negotiate these relationships and
preserve meaning through changes in grammatical form.

This study compares the translations of tamyiz by Abdolmajid Maadi-Khah and Mostafa
Zamani through Jean-Rene Ladmiral’s framework of translation criticism. Whereas previous
studies have applied this framework to other translations of Nahj al-Balagha, the present
research addresses its application to these two translators and this grammatical construction. It
investigates which principles are most evident in their renderings, which translation
corresponds more closely to the framework, and how their respective strengths and weaknesses
affect translation quality. Ladmiral’s emphasis on conveying meaning while allowing flexibility
in target-language expression provides the basis for this comparison. The framework is treated
as compatible with the religious character of the source because it distinguishes the author’s
message from the translator’s means of presenting it.

Methodology

The research follows a qualitative, comparative design and an inductive method, drawing on
the American school of comparative studies. From the 128 instances of tamyiz identified in the
sermons, twenty-seven examples across fifteen selected sermons are examined. The study
classifies ten examples as subject-derived tamyiz, thirteen as object-derived tamyiz, and four
as non-transformed tamyiz. Each Arabic passage is presented alongside its Persian translations,
followed by grammatical identification and comparative assessment. Alternative translations
are proposed for selected passages after the strengths and weaknesses of the existing renderings
have been discussed.

The analysis applies five principles: analysis and disambiguation, connotation, the unity of style
and meaning, the translator’s freedom of choice, and the evocation of textual atmosphere.
Connotation concerns the reconstruction of meanings implicit in the source text, including their
clarification through additions. Stylistic unity requires attention to the interdependence of
expression and content, while atmosphere involves recreating contextual meaning through
interpretation. The assessment considers lexical selection, omissions, additions, sentence
restructuring, and rhetorical emphasis. It allows grammatical shifts where these serve semantic
transfer, and supplements close textual comparison with frequencies reported for each principle.

Results

The overall findings indicate that both translators adopt a target-oriented approach, prioritizing
the sermons’ message and reformulating Arabic expressions in Persian. Nevertheless, their
correspondence with the five principles differs considerably. Both satisfy the criterion of
analysis and disambiguation in five passages. Connotation is identified in thirteen examples in
Maadi-Khah’s translation and six in Zamani’s, while the unity of style and meaning is identified
in thirteen and four passages, respectively. Maadi-Khah also achieves more successful
contextual evocation in twelve examples, compared with six for Zamani. Conversely, the
translator’s freedom of choice is recorded in six examples for Zamani and four for Maadi-Khah.
Close reading associates Maadi-Khah’s stronger performance with his attention to semantic
distinctions and literary context. In Sermon 32, his equivalents distinguish oppression from
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rebelliousness, whereas Zamani renders both through the semantic field of oppression. In
Sermon 37, Maadi-Khah clarifies the contrast between restrained speech and precedence in
action, conveying implications that are less evident in Zamani’s reference to a weak voice. His
division of a rhetorical question in Sermon 27 into two questions is likewise interpreted as
strengthening emphasis while preserving stylistic and contextual relationships. These examples
show how restructuring can support the transfer of implicit meaning.

The comparison nevertheless identifies passages in which Zamani performs more successfully.
His rendering of the selected passage from Sermon 22 is assessed more favorably for its clarity
and contextual effectiveness. In Sermon 27, the analysis finds his lexical choices for bodily
suffering and intense anger more appropriate than Maadi-Khah’s alternatives, although his
handling of the causative verb is criticized. At the end of Sermon 56, Zamani’s expressions of
abundant bloodshed and extensive regret convey emphatic force more effectively. Maadi-Khah
better preserves the metaphorical imagery in that passage but does not fully reproduce its
emphasis. Overall correspondence with the framework therefore does not imply superiority in
every instance.

The study reports that each translator leaves four instances of tamyiz untranslated. In Sermon
31, both omit an explicit equivalent for the term specifying temperament, weakening the
contextual precision of their descriptions of Zubayr’s mildness. Elsewhere, the relationship
between omission and meaning is more complex: in Sermon 66, Zamani conveys the broader
message without separately translating the tamyiz, whereas Maadi-Khah develops an
interpretive reformulation. The analysis also criticizes some of Maadi-Khah’s choices in
Sermon 56, including his rendering of patience as resistance. These observations indicate that
additions, omissions, and lexical substitutions must be evaluated within their particular
semantic and rhetorical contexts.

Conclusion

Within the selected material, Maadi-Khah’s translation corresponds more closely to Ladmiral’s
framework, especially in conveying connotation, maintaining the unity of style and meaning,
and recreating textual atmosphere. Zamani’s translation demonstrates a stronger tendency
toward accessible reformulation and more frequent use of translational choice. The study relates
this tendency to his orientation toward younger readers. Both translations are target-oriented,
but their shared priority of conveying the message produces different balances between
readability, interpretive expansion, semantic precision, and literary expression.

The findings support the practical relevance of Ladmiral’s framework for evaluating the
translation of grammatical constructions in religious discourse. Translating tamyiz successfully
does not require reproducing its Arabic syntactic form; it requires identifying its contribution
to meaning and recreating that contribution within Persian usage. The comparison also shows
that readability alone does not ensure the preservation of contextual nuance or rhetorical force.
By connecting grammatical analysis with five evaluative principles, the study clarifies the
strengths and limitations of the two translations and the role of contextual interpretation in
selecting appropriate equivalents.
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