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This study examines the musical structure of Sayyid Qutb’s poetry, focusing on the
relationship between verbal form and meaning. Although primarily concerned with
meaning, Qutb also values diction and employs it in the service of semantic
expression. His poetry follows the neoclassical tradition of the Arab Nahda and
maintains the conventional form of Arabic verse.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to poems from
Qutb’s collected poetry. It investigates four dimensions of poetic musicality:
external, terminal, internal, and semantic. External musicality concerns meter and
its relationship to content, while terminal musicality involves rhyme and the
variation of thyme consonants. Internal musicality is examined through the phonetic
characteristics of letters and their correspondence with the meanings of words.
Semantic musicality is explored through rhetorical devices that establish
relationships of contrast, association, and coordination.

Results: The findings indicate that Qutb achieves relative metrical diversity while
maintaining correspondence between meter and poetic content. Terminal musicality
exhibits variation in the principal thyme consonant, whereas internal musicality
displays rhythmic richness through the relationship between phonetic structure and
semantic content. The sounds of words thus contribute to the expression of their
meanings. In semantic musicality, antithesis, semantic association, and the
coordinated presentation of attributes are particularly prominent, without exceeding
conventional limits. These devices operate alongside metrical and phonetic features
to produce a musical texture characterized by fluent diction and an absence of
semantic contrivance.

Conclusion: The musical organization of Qutb’s poetry reflects the interaction of
sound, rhythm, and meaning within the inherited framework of Arabic versification.
Its four dimensions demonstrate his attention to verbal expression as an integral
component of communicating meaning. His use of diverse meters, rhyme
consonants, sound patterns, and rhetorical devices reveals a concern for
correspondence between poetic form and content. Musicality therefore constitutes a
significant stylistic feature through which his poetry combines semantic orientation
with attention to the expressive capacities of language.
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Introduction

Musicality distinguishes poetic language from ordinary discourse through the organization of
meter, rhyme, sounds, and semantic relationships. It also contributes to imagery, emotional
expression, and the connection between poetic form and content. Sayyid Qutb’s poetry provides
a context for examining these relationships because his emphasis on meaning accompanies
close attention to diction and rhythm. Written predominantly within the neoclassical tradition
of the Arab Nahda, his poems retain the conventional structure of Arabic verse while employing
musical resources to express personal and emotional experience. The study treats these
resources as components of poetic expression whose significance emerges through their
interaction with the meanings and emotions of individual poems.

The study investigates the musical arrangement of words and its relationship to Qutb’s poetic
world. Its review of previous research identifies a predominance of thematic studies, alongside
investigations of repetition, Romantic features, and artistic imagery, but an absence of a
systematic examination of all four musical dimensions. The research therefore asks which
elements generate musicality, how Qutb employs them, and how their organization relates to
meaning. Its scope encompasses external, terminal, internal, and semantic musicality,
considered as interconnected aspects of poetic expression.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on Qutb’s collected poetry. Its
framework combines Arabic prosody and rhetoric with the fourfold classification of poetic
musicality. External musicality is examined through metrical patterns, established prosodic
modifications, and their relationship to poetic themes. Terminal musicality is investigated
through rhyme schemes, the principal rhyme consonant, and the distinction between vocalized
and unvocalized rhyme endings. The study reports frequencies for metrical and rhyme features
and analyzes selected verses through scansion and contextual interpretation. Following Qutb’s
distinction between external and internal musicality, it considers meter insufficient by itself to
explain rhythm, examining also the sequence and articulation of sounds and the selection of
words.

Internal musicality is examined through repetition, paronomasia, recurring sounds, and patterns
of verbal arrangement. The analysis distinguishes repetition at the beginnings, middles, and
endings of words, as well as repetition distributed across successive words or throughout a
verse. Semantic musicality is explored through paradox, antithesis, parallel contrasts,
coordinated attributes, associations among related concepts, and double meaning. Qutb’s
critical observations about diction and musical expression inform the discussion. Throughout,
formal features are interpreted in relation to imagery, emotional states, and the meanings
conveyed by the surrounding language.

Results

External musicality exhibits relative diversity within inherited Arabic metrical conventions.
The reported distribution includes ramal in thirty-six instances, kamil in thirty, khafif in twenty-
one, mutaqarib in fifteen, tawil in fourteen, basit and wafir in seven each, and mujtath in five.
The study associates particular metrical arrangements with their contextual effects rather than
treating meter as an isolated structure. In tawil, rhythmic movement accompanies reflections
on rapidly passing time; in kamil, forceful patterns reinforce separation and emotional
suffering. Ramal supports introspection and estrangement, khafif accommodates a movement
from weariness toward hope, and wafir intensifies the tension between anxiety, despair, and
concealed hope.

Terminal musicality demonstrates variation in rhyme within conventional practice. The study
describes fifty-eight of the collection’s 133 poems as employing varied rhymes and seventy-
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five as maintaining a single thyme scheme. It also identifies seventy-five poems with vocalized
principal rhyme consonants, forty with unvocalized endings, and eighteen combining both
forms. Frequently recurring rhyme consonants include ra, mim, nun, ba, dal, and lam. The
analysis links their phonetic characteristics and accompanying sound extensions to the poems’
emotional content. In an example expressing uncertainty about personal identity, the repeated
ra and prolonged rhyme sounds are interpreted as reinforcing bewilderment and inner
instability.

Internal musicality emerges from the interaction of repeated sounds, lexical relationships, and
syntactic organization. Incomplete paronomasia, particularly forms exploiting Arabic
derivation, is more prominent than complete paronomasia. Related words connect outward
perception with inward insight, while differences in vocalization associate spatial separation
with the suffering experienced after departure. Initial sound repetition is especially prominent,
although medial, final, and dispersed patterns also occur. Extended vowel sounds and recurring
consonants reinforce lamentation, isolation, and disappointed love. Repetition at verse openings
sustains the emotional atmosphere of separation, while reversed arrangements of words
representing life and hell convey a recurring experience of suffering. In another example,
dispersed repetitions of lam and mim are interpreted as expressing the conflict between worldly
attraction and the resistance of the poet’s heart.

Semantic musicality arises through relationships among meanings, including opposition,
correspondence, and association. Antithesis intensifies regret over passing time and an
unfulfilled life, while parallel contrasts distinguish the brightness of childhood from the distress
of adulthood. Coordinated descriptions evoke an idealized childhood world characterized by
vitality and freedom from care. Words belonging to a shared natural setting establish coherence
among gardens, flowers, birds, and vegetation, producing a unified imaginative atmosphere.
Paradox expresses tensions in the poet’s understanding of guidance and bewilderment, and
double meaning conveys solitude and spiritual estrangement. The final findings emphasize
semantic association, antithesis, and paradox as more prominent than parallel contrasts,
coordinated attributes, and double meaning.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Qutb’s poetic musicality operates through coordinated relationships
among metrical structure, rhyme, phonetic patterning, and semantic organization. His
adherence to established prosodic conventions accompanies flexibility in selecting meters,
rhyme consonants, and rhetorical devices. These resources serve meaning through fluent diction
rather than excessive ornamentation. Across the examples analyzed, musical arrangements
reinforce recurring experiences of grief, intellectual estrangement, dissatisfaction, longing, and
remembrance, while also accommodating moments of hope and emotional renewal.

The contribution of the research lies in bringing these four dimensions together to explain the
relationship between verbal organization and Qutb’s poetic world. Meter supplies an
overarching rhythmic framework, rhyme shapes recurring sound patterns, internal
arrangements intensify expression, and semantic correspondences give coherence to thought
and imagery. Their interaction demonstrates that Qutb’s concern with meaning does not
diminish his attention to verbal form. Instead, the arrangement of words and sounds participates
in the representation of emotional experience and constitutes an important feature of his poetic
style. Accordingly, musicality provides a means of understanding how his poetry connects
inherited formal conventions with the expression of an individual poetic consciousness.
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