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Abstract

The relationship between syntax and semantics has been a contentious issue
among linguists. Although there are two opposing views on style, "ornamental”
and "organic," one cannot ignore the relationship between syntactic aspects and
the speaker's position and approach to the subject. This means that the use of
specific grammatical structures, as opposed to "basic order" or "standard
syntax," not only serves as a basis for identifying the speaker's style but also
contributes to semantic expansion and diversification of discourse implications.
In this regard, syntactic manipulations and unusual arrangements in the text of
Nahj al-Balagha, especially "reordering of sentence components” or "word
displacement,” as one of the most frequent tools, in addition to strengthening
the aesthetic aspects of language, fully characterizes its meaning-conveying
role. Due to the breadth of the topic, the present research, using a descriptive-
analytical method in the two fields of "syntax™ and "semantics," based solely on
examining evidence of purposeful fronting and postponement in Nahj al-
Balagha in the contexts of "condition,” "conjunction,”" "descriptive phrases,"
and "agent and patient," seeks to introduce syntactic reorderings that affect the
expansion and production of meaning in the mentioned contexts and to interpret
the semantic achievements resulting from word displacement. The research
results indicate that the normal arrangement of words and the usual order of
many syntactic structures in Nahj al-Balagha have been altered in connection
with the thoughts of Imam Ali (AS). Adopting such a style, in addition to its
necessary efficiency at rhetorical levels, also leads to semantic expansion of
language in various ways.

Keywords: syntactic variable, semantic expansion, word displacement, Nahj al-
Balagha sermons

Extended Abstract (OpenAl, 2025)
Introduction
This study examines how syntactic structure operates as a central stylistic
device in the sermons of Imam Ali in Nahj al Balagha. It is based on the
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premise that the virtually unlimited potential of language allows speakers to
shape meaning and perspective through deliberate manipulation of word order.
Rather than treating syntax as a neutral, purely formal system, the research
approaches it as a domain in which semantic, rhetorical, and cognitive effects
are actively produced. In this view, any marked departure from basic word order
is a motivated choice that reshapes how the text is processed and understood.
Within structural analysis, the opposition between standard or basic syntax and
systematic deviations from it provides a key indicator of style. When elements
such as subject, predicate, agent, and object are advanced or delayed beyond
their conventional positions, the resulting reconfiguration generates secondary
meanings such as specification, emphasis, rebuke, restriction, or magnification.
These syntactic shifts, commonly conceptualized as taqdim and takhir, do not
merely rearrange surface form; they reorganize the hierarchy of information,
foreground certain semantic components, and guide the reader toward the
speaker’s evaluative and ideological stance. Nahj al Balagha is especially rich in
this regard, because its syntactic flexibility mirrors the complexity of its
intellectual and spiritual content.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive analytical approach that combines
classical Arabic grammatical thought with modern theories of the syntax
semantics interface and stylistics. The conception of nazm in the work of Abd al
Qabhir Jurjani provides a foundational framework for viewing syntactic order as
inseparable from meaning. Insights from contemporary discourse analysis
further support the idea that marked syntactic structures can be read as stylistic
signals revealing how thought is organized and how communicative priorities
are encoded in the text.

The corpus consists of selected passages from Nahj al Balagha in which
syntactic displacement is both structurally clear and semantically productive.
Three domains are foregrounded: complex conditional sentences, where the
relative positioning of conditional clause and apodosis is altered; patterns of
preposing and postponing in simple and complex clauses, especially the
advancement of prepositional phrases and objects; and marked coordination and
adjectival constructions, including the ordering of matuf and matuf alayh and
the inversion of the usual noun adjective sequence. In each case, the basic
expected order is first reconstructed, and the nature and degree of deviation are
then related to contextual cues and to the rhetorical function of the utterance.
Results

The analysis of conditional structures shows that Nahj al Balagha frequently
departs from the canonical sequence in which the conditional particle is
followed by the conditional clause and then the apodosis. In several key
passages, the base clause is advanced before the particle and its clause, so that
the reader first encounters a declarative statement of promise, guidance, or
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warning, and only afterwards the condition that frames it. This inversion shifts
the emotional and cognitive focus: instead of beginning with scenes of deviation
or threat, the discourse opens with the restoration of right guidance or the
affirmation of a decisive truth, thereby privileging hope, renewal, or definitive
judgement over anxiety and decline.

A similar mechanism appears in eschatological contexts, where interrogative
clauses such as kayfa anta are advanced before their conditional frames. By
placing the initial question before the temporal conditional clause, the text
dramatizes the inability of the sinner to respond in the face of terrifying
punishment. The syntactic foregrounding of the question itself makes
helplessness and paralysis the central meaning, rather than a secondary
conclusion derived after the description of torment. In both types of conditional
complexes, syntactic rearrangement reconfigures temporal and logical relations,
altering the reader’s perception of cause, consequence, and thematic priority.
The second cluster of findings concerns the preposing of adjuncts and objects.
Prepositional phrases advanced before the verb frequently encode emphasis,
exclusivity, and affective intensification. Clause initial elements such as bikum
or ila Allah do not simply fill a syntactic slot; they restrict and focus the scope
of the predicate so that support, complaint, or reliance is understood as tied
exclusively to the highlighted element. In calls to struggle, preposing bikum
before the verb presents the supporters as the primary instrument of action and
so amplifies their heroic agency. In laments that begin with ila Allah ashku,
fronting the prepositional phrase makes the act of complaint an explicitly
exclusive turning to God.

Object fronting likewise proves to be semantically significant. In passages that
censure attachment to worldly life, advancing objects such as hadhihi or malan
before their verbs underscores the smallness and futility of what is desired,
inviting the reader to contemplate the nature of the object before processing the
action. In threats addressed to the Kharijites, fronted objects like hukm Allah
frame the entire clause within the horizon of divine authority and make the
expectation of divine judgement a dominant presence preceding the act of
waiting. Across these examples, marked placement of adjuncts and objects is
systematically correlated with semantic expansions such as intensified rebuke,
strengthened motivational appeal, and encoded exclusivity or restriction.
Conclusion

The study shows that syntactic displacement in Nahj al Balagha is a central
mechanism of meaning production and stylistic differentiation rather than a
marginal ornament. In conditional structures, preposed adjuncts and objects,
coordinated pairs, and inverted descriptive compounds, Imam Ali exploits the
flexibility of Arabic word order to redistribute prominence, restructure logical
and temporal relations, and encode nuanced evaluative and ideological
positions. Each deviation from basic syntax signals a reorientation of
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perspective: promise may precede warning, divine authority may precede
human reaction, or censure may precede the act that provokes it. Tagdim and
takhir thus emerge as key to understanding how the text guides the reader
toward specific interpretive pathways.

More broadly, the findings confirm the deep interdependence between syntax
and thought that classical theorists associated with nazm. In Nahj al Balagha,
the network of seemingly scattered lexical items is organized through a
systematic interplay of syntactic and semantic structures. Marked word orders,
when interpreted in their discourse context, illuminate the underlying
architecture of Imam Ali’s discourse: his prioritization of spiritual over material
values, his severe condemnation of heedlessness, his insistence on divine
centrality, and his didactic aim of awakening consciousness. Approaching Nahj
al Balagha through syntactic foregrounding therefore sharpens our
understanding of both its stylistic sophistication and its coherent ethical and
theological worldview.



