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Objective: This study aimed to analyze the content of graffiti in Ilam city and examine
its relationship with social, economic, and spatial variables.

Method: Data from 481 graffiti collected in four neighborhoods of Ilam (Razmandegan,
Farhangian, Shadabad, and Zamin Shahri) were analyzed using nonparametric statistical
tests.

Results: Economic themes had the highest share with 63.2% (304 items), including
plumbing services (34.21%) and hairdressing (14.80%), followed by social (7.28%),
political (6.65%), and religious (6.24%) themes; 90.02% of the graffiti was in Persian,
and the Farhangian neighborhood stood out with 10.11% of proper names. The chi-square
test confirmed a significant relationship between language type and content (y*> = 45.32,
p = 0.003), and the Spearman test showed a positive relationship between the width of
the passage and the size of the graffiti (r = 0.28, p = 0.004).

Conclusion: Graffiti is not only a reflection of the economic concerns of the community,
but also acts as a tool for expressing local identity and social interactions.
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Introduction

It is important to consider graffiti in urban spaces as a cultural and artistic element. These writings can
represent the social identity and history of a region and act as a reflection of the feelings, opinions, and
values of the people of that place. In this article, we will examine different urban spaces from a
sociological perspective and clarify their positive and negative aspects. The murals of the city of Ilam
have been studied from both the micro and macro dimensions. Attention is paid to their apparent
differences and they are also examined with regard to their political, economic, and social functions.
Murals in Iran originate from two sources: Formal discourse and informal discourse. In general, this
research seeks to answer the following questions: Is there a significant difference between the
frequencies of wall writings in the city of Ilam? What effect does the culture and society of Ilam have
on the nature of the wall writings? What is the difference between the frequency and quality of the wall
writings in Persian and English script in [lam?

A brief note on previous works

There is very little research on graffiti in Iran. The first practical research on graffiti was conducted by
a group of students from the Faculty of Social Communication Sciences in the second half of 1978,
under the supervision of Mehdi Hosseinian-Rad (1980). They recorded, extracted, and examined the
characteristics of 1,077 graffiti. The book “Sharp Revolutionary Graffiti” is a collection of photographs
taken during the struggles of the Islamic Revolution on the graffiti walls of the revolutionaries. As stated
in the publisher’s introduction, “This collection is an excerpt from the album of Morteza Momayz
(1982), which is kept in the Museum of Contemporary Arts of Iran” (quoted in Zandi, 1994). A number
of research articles have also been published on this subject, most of which have addressed this
phenomenon from the perspectives of sociology, psychology, and politics.

Theoretical framework

Wall writings are basically derived from two discourses: formal and informal. In other words, the writers
of wall writings related to formal discourse are affiliated with government organizations that write wall
writings in line with the values and goals of the government system and with official permission from
officials, in a regular and organized manner, and also in a specific neighborhood (Zandi, 2014). While
the writers of wall writings related to informal discourse are the masses of people, as well as the agents
of cheap wall advertising and the youth who consider the wall to be the best and least expensive medium
to express their demands and messages. Graffiti, which is the subject of this study, is also seen as a type
of artwork that is also examined as a form of graffiti. The word graffiti is derived from the Italian word
grafio, which means to make a quick or linear impression, and the origin of this word goes back to
graphaire (writing with a metal pen) in colloquial Latin.

Method

This study, using a mixed (qualitative-quantitative) approach, analyzed 481 graffiti in four
neighborhoods of Ilam city (Razmandegan, Farhangian, Shadabad, and Zamin Shahri). Data were
collected through systematic random sampling using a Samsung J7 Prime mobile phone camera during
daytime hours and under semi-controlled conditions. In the qualitative stage, the coding of themes was
carried out in three steps (open, axial, and selective), and the validity of the results was ensured through
the participation of two independent coders and the resolution of differences by group agreement. In the
quantitative analysis, due to the non-normality of the data and the rank/nominal scale of the variables,
non-parametric tests (chi-square, Mann-Whitney, and Kruskal-Wallis) were used in SPSS 26 software.
This research, within the framework of convergent mixed research (Delavari, 2021), combined in-depth
qualitative analysis (identifying motives and meanings) and quantitative (spatial-statistical) patterns,
revealed the role of graffiti as a mirror of socio-economic issues and local identity of the city of Ilam.
The examination of documents was in the form of photographs taken of graffiti in the city of Ilam.
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Conclusion
In comparing the number of official and unofficial wall posts, according to the results, most of the wall
posts in Ilam city are related to informal discourse (popular culture), while the number of wall posts
related to official discourse (government organizations) is much lower, and they deal with limited topics,
including topics relevant to the relevant department or organization.
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