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Meta-discourse markers are important linguistic tools in
literary text analysis. This study investigates and compares
the use of meta-discourse markers in the novel Klaydar
written by Dolatabadi, based on Hyland’s (2005) framework.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the data were
analyzed using SPSS 21 and LancsBox6 software for data
collection and analysis. The results revealed significant
differences in the types and frequencies of meta-discourse
markers within Klaydar. The author predominantly utilizes
interactive meta-discourse to establish connections between
narrative elements and the reader, while interactional meta-
discourse plays a complementary role, appearing mainly in
sections requiring direct information transfer. This pattern
reflects the author’s strategy to adapt the narrative style to
the evolving demands of the story at each stage. The findings
underscore the crucial role of meta-discourse markers in text
organization and author-reader interaction in Klaydar. The
meta-discursive pattern demonstrates a purposeful strategy
for aligning the narrative style with the story’s needs.
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1.Introduction

Meta-discourse, as a critical linguistic framework, serves as a vital tool for authors to structure their
narratives, guide readers, and establish an authorial presence beyond mere content delivery. In
Mahmoud Dowlatabadi’s Klaydar, a ten-volume Persian novel celebrated for its intricate narrative
and multifaceted characters, meta-discourse markers play a pivotal role in shaping reader engagement
and ensuring narrative coherence. Drawing on Hyland’s (2005) meta-discourse model, which
categorizes markers into interactive (e.g., transitions, frame markers, endophoric markers,
evidentials, and code glosses) and interactional (e.g., hedges, boosters, attitude markers, self-
mentions, and engagement markers), this study examines the strategic deployment of these markers
across the novel’s volumes to illuminate Dowlatabadi’s linguistic artistry and its contribution to
contemporary Persian literature.

The analysis reveals a deliberate distribution of meta-discourse markers tailored to the narrative’s
structural and emotional demands. Interactional markers, including self-mentions, boosters, and
attitude markers, predominate in the opening and concluding volumes. These markers facilitate the
introduction of characters, establish situational contexts, and reinforce thematic messages, fostering
a strong emotional and intellectual connection with readers. For instance, self-mentions and boosters
underscore Dowlatabadi’s authorial voice, while attitude markers evoke emotional resonance,
drawing readers into the narrative’s depth. Conversely, the middle volumes (four to seven) exhibit a
shift toward interactive markers, such as transitions and frame markers, which prioritize plot
advancement and structural coherence. This oscillation peaks in the third volume, where interactional
markers intensify to maximize reader involvement during critical narrative junctures.

Statistical analysis, employing an independent T-test (P <0.001), confirms a significant difference
in the use of interactional versus interactive markers, underscoring Dowlatabadi’s intentional
prioritization of interactional markers to enhance emotional engagement. Notably, the absence of
evidentials aligns with Klaydar’s literary style, which eschews external references in favor of
narrative-driven authority. These findings highlight Dowlatabadi’s adeptness in adapting meta-
discourse to the evolving needs of the narrative, balancing coherence with emotional impact. The
implications of this study extend beyond Klaydar. For translators, understanding meta-discourse
markers ensures accurate rendering of tone and intent, preserving the novel’s stylistic nuances. In
educational contexts, these insights can enrich creative writing curricula by emphasizing linguistic
strategies for effective storytelling. Furthermore, the study provides a robust framework for future
research, including comparative analyses of meta-discourse in Persian literature or cross-cultural
studies exploring its universal and culture-specific roles. By demonstrating how meta-discourse
shapes Klaydar’s narrative dynamics, this research underscores its transformative potential in crafting
compelling literary works and advancing the analysis of linguistic strategies in contemporary Persian

literature.
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2. A brief note of previous works
Previous research on meta-discourse has predominantly focused on academic, pedagogical, or
religious texts, with limited attention to long and complex literary works, particularly in Persian.
Studies such as those by Abdi and Mohammadi (2013), Ahmadi and Sayyami (2016), Radan et al.
(2021), and Saleh et al. (2023) have primarily explored meta-discourse in educational texts, student
writings, or scientific articles. These studies highlight the organizational and persuasive roles of
meta-discourse but rarely address its application in literary narratives. Consequently, this research
represents a novel contribution by examining meta-discourse in a major work of contemporary
Persian literature. By applying Hyland’s (2005) framework, this study bridges the gap in the analysis
of meta-discourse in Persian literary texts, offering a new perspective on its role in shaping narrative
discourse and author-reader interaction.
3.Theoretical framework

The theoretical foundation of this research is constructed upon two interrelated pillars that together
provide the conceptual framework for the study. The first pillar is the notion of meta-discourse, which
has been widely recognized as a central device in shaping the interaction between writer, text, and
reader. Meta-discourse is not primarily concerned with the propositional content of a text but rather
with the ways in which authors guide their audience through the discourse, signal textual
organization, and create coherence at both local and global levels. By employing meta-discourse,
writers are able to project their presence, establish a dialogic relationship with readers, and facilitate
comprehension by anticipating potential interpretive challenges.

The second pillar underpinning this study is Hyland’s (2005) model of meta-discourse, which
provides a systematic classification of markers into two broad categories: interactive and
interactional. Interactive markers—such as transitions, frame markers, endophoric markers,
evidentials, and code glosses—perform primarily organizational functions by structuring discourse
and directing readers through complex textual environments. In contrast, interactional markers—
including hedges, boosters, attitude markers, self-mentions, and engagement markers—serve to
express the writer’s evaluative stance, negotiate meanings with the reader, and encourage
involvement in the interpretive process. Taken together, these categories capture the dual role of
meta-discourse as both a textual and interpersonal resource.

This dual framework offers a rigorous foundation for examining the use of meta-discourse in
Mahmoud Dowlatabadi’s Klaydar. It enables a comprehensive investigation into how the author
strategically deploys these markers to structure his narrative, position himself within the discourse,

and establish a dynamic relationship with the reader across the ten volumes of the novel.

4. Research methodology

A descriptive-analytical methodology was adopted to systematically address the research questions.
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The study began with the identification of all meta-discourse markers based on Hyland’s (2005)
comprehensive model. These markers were subsequently translated and carefully adapted to align
with the structural and cultural conventions of the Persian linguistic context, ensuring both accuracy
and contextual relevance. Following this stage, the text of Klaydar was subjected to detailed corpus
analysis using the software LancsBox6, which facilitated the identification, categorization, and
frequency counts of interactive and interactional markers across the ten volumes of the novel. To
complement the descriptive analysis, quantitative procedures were employed through SPSS 21.
Statistical tests such as the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test were applied to assess data normality, while
independent T-tests were used to examine significant differences between the distribution of the two
categories of markers. This integration of qualitative description with quantitative validation
provided a robust mixed-method framework, enabling a nuanced exploration of both the
distributional patterns and narrative functions of meta-discourse markers within the corpus.
5. Conclusion

In Mahmoud Dowlatabadi’s Klaydar, a ten-volume novel, the author uses meta-discourse markers to
make the story clear and engaging. In the first and last volumes, interactional markers like self-
references, strong expressions, and emotional words are common. These help introduce characters,
set up the story, and connect with readers emotionally. However, in the middle volumes (four to
seven), the focus shifts to interactive markers, such as transitions and structural cues, to move the
plot forward and keep the story organized. The third volume uses the most interactional markers to
draw readers into key moments. A statistical test (P < 0.001) shows Dowlatabadi intentionally used
these markers to make the story more emotional, with no citations used, fitting the novel’s style.
This careful use of markers shows Dowlatabadi’s skill in adjusting language to suit the story’s needs,
balancing structure and emotion. The findings are useful for translators to capture the story’s tone
and for teachers to improve creative writing lessons. They also suggest new research ideas, like
comparing Persian literature or studying meta-discourse across cultures. This study shows how meta-
discourse shapes powerful stories and offers a way to analyze Persian literature’s style and

techniques.
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