Journal of Linguistic

Research paper
Year (Vol.), ..-.., Season, 2025

Systematic Functional Analysis of Grammatical
Metaphors in the "Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act of Iran (Approved in 1974)"

Mohsen Nobakht! ‘ Yunes Azizian?

! Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Language Studies Department, The Organization for
Researching and Composing University Textbooks in the Islamic Sciences and the
Humanities (SAMT), Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

E-mail: nobaxt@gmail.com

2 Assistant Professor of Linguistics, English Language and Literature Department, Faculty of
Letters and Humanities, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran. = E-mail:
y.azizian@scu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This study aims to investigate the use and functions of grammatical
Research article metaphors in the “Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act

of Iran.” The study method was mixed (quantitative-qualitative).
In the quantitative phase, the frequency of different types of

Artlc'le hl.story. grammatical metaphors—ideational, interpersonal, and logical—
Received: . o o
was calculated and presented in a statistical table. In the qualitative
Accepted: phase, a multi-layered analysis encompassing linguistic,
Keywords: metaphorical, discourse, contextual, and ideological dimensions
Grammatical metaphor,  was conducted. The findings indicate that ideational metaphors,
Ideational metaphor, which appeared most frequently, transform processes and states
Interpersonal metaphor, — into abstract nouns, shifting focus from human agents to
Logical metaphor, institutions; interpersonal metaphors reinforce responsibilities and

legal obligations; and logical metaphors condense causal and
conditional relations into regulatory concepts. Discourse and
ideological analyses reveal that these linguistic structures
legitimize institutional power, obscure individual responsibility,
and reinforce organizational duties. Furthermore, the legal text
linguistic design facilitates information compression and
depersonalization of actions through nominalization, obligatory
modality, and agent deletion.

Environmental Protection
and Enhancement Act

Cite this article: Nobakht, M., Azizian, Y. (2025). “Systematic Functional Analysis of
Grammatical Metaphors in the "Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act of Iran
(Approved in 1974)"”. Journal of Linguistic Studies: Theory and Practice, 2025 (Vol.), ...-

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Kurdistan.
DOI: 10.22034/j1s.2025.144535.1300



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5708-7264
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7320-8978
https://jls.uok.ac.ir/article_64132.html
https://jls.uok.ac.ir/

2

Mohsen Nobakht and Yunes Azizian Systematic Functional Analysis of ...

1.Introduction
The study addresses the crucial role of environmental protection in sustaining human life and
development, noting severe challenges in Iran such as pollution, water scarcity, and biodiversity loss
(Dasgupta, 2021; Rockstrom et al., 2009; Shahrokhi, 2018). Laws and regulations serve as the
primary tools for environmental governance, and their effectiveness depends heavily on language,
which structures meaning and conveys obligations (Tiersma, 1999; Solan, 2005). Drawing on
Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), the paper highlights the
importance of grammatical metaphor (Halliday, 1994; Martin & Rose, 2008) in shaping the formal,
abstract, and impersonal style of legal discourse. The research identifies a gap in studies of
grammatical metaphors within Iranian environmental law and aims to fill it by examining the
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act of Iran (1974). The study seeks to determine the
types of grammatical metaphors employed, how they represent legal duties and responsibilities, and
how they contribute to the authoritative and depersonalized character of legal texts.
2. A brief note of previous works
Previous research in Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), particularly Halliday’s theory of
grammatical metaphor (Halliday, 1994; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), has explored how language
structures, such as nominalization, condense meaning and depersonalize discourse. Studies have
categorized grammatical metaphors into ideational, interpersonal, and logical types, each serving
distinct roles in legal and scientific texts (Martin & Rose, 2003; Ravelli, Simon-Vandenbergen &
Taverniers, 2011; Taverniers, 2017). In legal discourse, especially, nominalization and other
grammatical metaphors have been shown to obscure individual responsibility and clarify obligations
(Baratta, 2010; Tiersma, 1999; Tiersma & Solan, 2012). While environmental law has been shown
to use nominalization extensively (Rockstrom et al., 2009; Dasgupta, 2021), there is limited research
on grammatical metaphor in Iranian legal texts. Notable works in Iran have focused on literary,
political, and translation texts, highlighting how grammatical metaphors influence meaning and
ideology (Razavian & Mobaraki, 2013; Rezapur, 2015; Razavian & Taheri, 2019; Maqdari & Saqi,
2024; Malmir et al., 2023; Islami & Rezaei Jamkarani, 2021). However, studies on their role in
environmental law are scarce, and this study aims to fill that gap by analyzing the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act of Iran (1974).
3.Theoretical framework
The theoretical framework of the study is based on Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) (Halliday,
1994; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), which views language as a system of meaning-making
organized into ideational, interpersonal, and textual metafunctions. A central concept is grammatical
metaphor, especially nominalization, through which processes, states, and qualities are re-encoded
as abstract nouns. This mechanism enables legal texts to compress meaning, depersonalize actions,
and establish a formal, impersonal style of discourse. Building on Martin & Rose (2008), the study

focuses on three types of grammatical metaphor—ideational, interpersonal, and logical—that
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respectively transform processes into abstract entities, represent obligations and authority, and
condense causal and conditional relations. In legal contexts, such as the Environmental Protection
and Enhancement Act of Iran (1974), these metaphors not only structure meaning but also serve
ideological functions, legitimizing institutional power, obscuring individual responsibility, and
reinforcing organizational authority. This framework thus guides the analysis of how grammatical
metaphors function linguistically and ideologically in environmental legislation.

4. Research methodology

The study employs a mixed-methods design that integrates quantitative and qualitative procedures to
analyze the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act of Iran (1974). In the quantitative phase,
all instances of grammatical metaphor were systematically extracted from the full text of the Act and
classified into ideational, interpersonal, and logical categories following the framework of Systemic
Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1994; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014; Martin & Rose, 2008). Their
frequency and distribution were then calculated and presented statistically to reveal dominant
patterns. In the qualitative phase, a multi-layered analysis was carried out, encompassing linguistic,
discourse, and ideological dimensions, in order to show how grammatical metaphors function in
encoding abstract meanings, representing legal obligations, depersonalizing human agents, and
legitimizing institutional authority. The Act was chosen as the corpus because of its comprehensive
coverage of environmental responsibilities, formal and technical legal style, and suitability for
extracting grammatical structures. Data collection relied on direct examination of the legal text, while
analysis combined quantitative precision with qualitative depth, ensuring reliability, validity, and
replicability of the findings.

5. Conclusion

The study set out to examine the use and functions of grammatical metaphors in the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act of Iran (1974), with the aim of identifying their types, roles, and
discursive implications. The findings showed that ideational metaphors, especially nominalizations
of processes, were the most frequent, enabling the text to present environmental duties and processes
as abstract, institutionalized entities. Interpersonal metaphors played a significant role in reinforcing
obligations and legal authority, while logical metaphors—though less frequent—were used to
condense causal and conditional relations into regulatory forms. Together, these patterns created a
formal, impersonal, and authoritative discourse that shifts responsibility from individuals to

institutions, legitimizes organizational power, and ensures precision and density in legal expression.

The study contributes to the fields of legal linguistics and environmental discourse analysis by
demonstrating how grammatical metaphors function not only as linguistic tools but also as
ideological mechanisms that shape the representation of power and responsibility in law. While the
analysis provided valuable insights, it was limited to a single legal text, and future research could
extend to broader corpora of environmental or legal documents to compare patterns across contexts.

Opverall, the research underscores the importance of grammatical metaphor as both a linguistic and
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discursive resource in lawmaking, with implications for understanding how language structures

environmental governance.
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