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1. Introduction

The term Khamseh is derived from the Arabic word meaning “fivefold”. Khamseh was
so named because it comprised five smaller tribes: Inanlu, Baharlu, Nafar, Baseri, and
Arab. Geographically, most members of the Arab tribe, belonging to the Khamseh, live
in Fars Province, particularly in the cities of Fasa, Darab, Jahrom, Neyriz, and Marvdasht.
Smaller groups also reside in Abadeh, Lar, Arsanjan, Zahedshahr, and Dehbid. Among
these, the Labu-mohammadi tribe constitutes one of the largest subgroups of the Arab
Jabbareh. It is divided into two branches, Sabahi and Molla-Hoseini, and includes twelve
smaller tribes. Like other Arab tribes of the Khamseh, the members of this tribe speak a
distinct variety of Arabic.The present study investigates the word order patterns in the
Labu-mohammadi Arabic dialect within a linguistic typological framework. The research
seeks to determine the typological position of this dialect in relation to Eurasian languages
and, more broadly, in a cross-linguistic comparison with the world’s languages. Adopting
a descriptive—analytical approach, this study aims to identify the word order typology of
the Labu-mohammadi Arabic dialect.

The theoretical framework is based on Greenberg’s word order correlations as
presented by Dryer (1992), alongside data from Dryer’s typological database.
Furthermore, Dabirmoghaddam’s (2013) work, Typology of Iranian Languages, serves
as a methodological model for data collection and analysis. Data were collected through
audio recordings of responses from 30 native speakers using a researcher-designed
questionnaire and semi-structured interviews.The recorded responses were phonetically
transcribed and segmented, after which the Labu-mohammadi Arabic dialect was
compared with Eurasian and world languages based on the word order parameters to
determine its typological classification. A comparison with Standard Persian was also
conducted to identify typological similarities and differences. Since no previous study has
examined the Labu-mohammadi Arabic dialect of the Khamseh tribe from a typological
perspective, this research represents the first linguistic study to analyze the syntax of this
dialect through word order typology, aiming to answer the following research questions:

1. What is the order of the main syntactic constituents in the Labu-mohammadi Arabic
dialect (of the Khamseh tribe)?

2. How does the word order of this dialect correspond to Dryer’s (1992) cross-
linguistic universals?

2. A brief note of previous works

Previous research has been conducted in two main areas. In the field of typology of the
Persian language and its dialects, Marashi (1970) classified Persian as having an SOV
word order, while Karimi (1989) and Darzi (1996) argued that although Persian generally
follows SOV order, it changes to SVO when the object appears as a complement. Studies
by Mohammadi et al. (2020), Labbafan and Dabirmoghadam (2022), and Ghasemi et al.
(2022) examined word order in Lori dialects of Mamasani, Khaniki, and Kholosi,
identifying the dominant syntactic patterns in each dialect. Yousefi et al. (2023) analyzed
the word-final elements in the Vafsi dialect and found that these elements are mostly
influenced by phonological factors. Heydari et al. (2025) showed that in Azerbaijani-
Persian bilinguals, Persian derivational suffixes appear in Azerbaijani speech, although
they have not yet fully integrated into Azerbaijani grammar. The most comprehensive
study in this area is Dabirmoghadam (2013), who classified Iranian languages into two



3

Journal of Linguistic Studies: Theory and Practice, ..(..), ...., 2024

groups based on word order: “middle-verb” languages (Persian, Baluchi, Kurdish, Laki,
etc.) and “final-verb” languages (Taleshi, Shahmirzadi, etc.).

In the domain of the Arabic dialect of the Khamseh tribe, particularly the Labu-
Mohammadi, Hassani Asadabadi (2015) reported that this tribe transitioned from
nomadism to semi-nomadic pastoralism, though some traditional patterns have persisted.
Afra (2007) analyzed the phonological and phonetic differences between the Khamseh
Arabic dialect and Standard Arabic, while Sadeghi Naqd-Ali Oliya (2011) examined the
lexical correspondences as well as the morphological and phonological variations
between the two. Recent research suggests that the Khamseh Arabic dialect in Neyriz city
has been altered and its fluency diminished as a result of contact with other languages and
social changes. Despite retaining connections with Standard Arabic in terms of grammar
and vocabulary, influence from regional languages and dialects, including Persian,
Turkish, and Lori, has contributed to its weakening (Ali-Khani, 2018). Zandniya (2023)
examined the phonological processes of strengthening and weakening in this dialect and
found that some Persian and Turkish consonants have entered the dialect, and consonant
substitutions occur. Despite these studies, the Labu-Mohammadi Arabic dialect has not
yet been examined from the perspective of word order typology, and the present research
aims to fill this gap.

3. Theoretical framework

Dryer (1992) investigated the correlations among linguistic constituents. In this study, he
examined the relationships between 24 pairs of distinct parameters and the verb-object
order, based on a linguistic sample comprising 625 languages. He identified the verb-
object and object-verb orders as the most reliable predictors of the overall ordering of
constituents within a language. According to Dryer, the predictive strength of these
correlations is entirely contingent upon the designation of which constitiuent is treated as
the head and which as the dependent. He further noted that there is no consensus among
linguists regarding the determination of head versus dependent. The theoretical
framework of the present study is based on Greenbergian word order correlations (Dryer,
1992) and the data available in his database. In addition, the work of Dabirmoghadam
(2013), entitled Typology of Iranian Languages, has been employed as a reference model
for the design of data collection instruments and the adopted method of analysis.

4. Research methodology

In this study, data were collected from 30 native speakers (15 men and 15 women)
aged 21 to 85, using a specially designed questionnaire as well as interviews. The
questionnaire included 24 morphosyntactic parameters related to word order;
parameter 23, which was not listed as a word-order parameter in Dryer’s article, was
included in this study based on Dabirmoghadam’s recommendation (2013: 127). The
responses were transcribed and segmented, and the Labu-mohammadi Arabic dialect
was compared with Eurasian and other world languages in terms of word-order
parameters to determine its typological classification. Additionally, its typological
status was compared with Standard Persian. Finally, the findings were compared with
the results of Al-Shair et al. (2021) on Arabic and Dabirmoghadam (2013) on Persian
to assess the degree of similarity between the Labu-mohammadi dialect, Standard
Arabic and Persian.
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5. Conclusion

The findings indicates that this language possesses 10 parameters of strongly verb-final
languages and 19 parameters of strongly verb-medial languages. In other words,
compared to both Eurasian and world languages, Labu-Mohammadi tends to align more
closely with strongly verb-medial languages. This tendency is also evident in the
structures of Persian and Arabic. Labu-Mohammadi, in terms of typological parameters,
is a mixed and non-uniform language — that is, it exhibits features of both verb-final
languages (such as Persian) and verb-medial languages (such as Arabic). An important
observation is that in certain structures, Labu-Mohammadi behaves similarly to its
ancestral source, Arabic, inheriting some of the parameters of a strongly verb-medial
language. On the other hand, there is considerable similarity between the parameters of
Labu-Mohammadi and Persian. Therefore, it can be concluded that Persian has had a
significant influence on Labu-Mohammadi, and its word-order structures have been
strongly affected by Persian. In fact, Labu-Mohammadi exhibits a synthetic nature,
combining parameters of both Arabic and Persian.

Previous studies have shown that the Arabic dialect of the Khamseh tribe, although
related to Standard Arabic, displays significant differences at the levels of phonology,
morphology, and lexicon, and has been influenced by regional languages- especially
Persian (Afra, 2007; Sadeqhi Naghd-Ali Oliya, 2011; Ali-Khani, 2018; Zandniya, 2023).
A structural and typological analysis of word order in the Labu-Mohammadi dialect
reveals that it has a composite character: on one hand, it retains certain Arabic syntactic
parameters and constructions, reflecting its connection to Arabic; on the other hand, its
word-order parameters and some grammatical structures have been influenced by Persian,
functioning similarly to it. This combination makes Labu-Mohammadi a valuable case
for studying language contact processes, the transfer of syntactic parameters, word-order
patterns, and the formation of mixed languages at the regional level. It can thus serve as
a model for analyzing the interaction between standard languages and local dialects.
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