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: Abstract
: The main issue of the present study is to conduct a qualitative reflection on the
: ways of representing Iranian media diplomacy in the genre of painting in the
: fourth decade after the revolution. The need to pay attention to this issue is
: especially necessary because in this decade we are witnessing the expansion of
¢ the use of social networks, new media and other art forms in international
¢ politics, and the art of painting plays a pivotal role in representing political and
¢ cultural discourses. Iranian media diplomacy also underwent extensive changes,
: and digital media, social networks and international platforms became the main
: arena for shaping public perceptions about national identity, foreign policy and
: Iran's position in the world. In the meantime, the art of painting, as an
: independent medium, has played a decisive role in reflecting, reproducing or
: criticizing dominant cultural and political discourses. The question is how is
¢ Iranian media diplomacy represented in the paintings of this decade? What
¢ aspects of this diplomacy are prominent and which aspects have been
: marginalized? What meanings, messages, and implications do these works
: contain for Iran’s political others? How have these works represented the
: dominant media themes of Iran (such as resistance, national identity, religious
: mission, independence, anti-arrogance, anti-Westernism, etc.) and how do these
¢ representations relate to the cultural-political developments of the fourth decade
: of the revolution? This research, using a qualitative approach and discourse
: analysis method, examines the representation of Iranian media diplomacy in
¢ paintings of the fourth decade of the revolution. The findings show that the
: paintings of this period represented three major discourses: the discourse of
: media resistance, the discourse of national identity in the global arena, and the
: discourse of seeking new interaction. These three discourses simultaneously
" reflected and shaped Iran’s political-cultural developments in the fourth decade
of the revolution. The conclusion of the article shows that painting as a medium
plays an active role in cultural diplomacy and can be used as a source for
understanding the social construction of Iran's image in the world.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The main issue of the present study is to conduct a
qualitative reflection on the ways of representing
Iranian media diplomacy in the genre of painting in
the fourth decade after the revolution. The need to
pay attention to this issue is especially necessary
because in this decade we are witnessing the
expansion of the use of social networks, new media
and other art forms in international politics, and the
art of painting plays a pivotal role in representing
political and cultural discourses. Iranian media
diplomacy also underwent extensive changes, and
digital media, social networks and international
platforms became the main arena for shaping public
perceptions about national identity, foreign policy
and Iran’s position in the world. In the meantime, the
art of painting, as an independent medium, has
played a decisive role in reflecting, reproducing or
criticizing dominant cultural and political
discourses. The question is how is Iranian media
diplomacy represented in the paintings of this
decade? What aspects of this diplomacy are
prominent and which aspects have been
marginalized? What meanings, messages, and
implications do these works contain for Iran’s
political others? How have these works represented
the dominant media themes of Iran (such as
resistance, national identity, religious mission,
independence, anti-arrogance, anti-Westernism,
etc.) and how do these representations relate to the
cultural-political developments of the fourth decade
of the revolution?

2- Methods

The present study was conducted with a qualitative
approach. Qualitative analysis methods including
semiotic analysis and discourse analysis were used
simultaneously to examine the visual and textual
dimensions of the paintings. The field of study of the
research includes paintings produced between 2011
and 2014, focusing on the topics of national identity,
resistance, foreign policy, media, and Iran's image in
the world. Sampling was carried out purposefully
and by selecting works that have the greatest
semantic connection with the themes of media
diplomacy. Data collection tools included: direct
observation of the paintings; analysis of visual
elements including symbols, colors, compositions,
objects, characters, and spaces; and analysis of
documents of Iran's media and cultural policy in the
fourth decade of the revolution. In the analysis
section, the data were coded in three stages: open
coding, meaning extracting initial concepts from the
works; axial coding, meaning categorizing concepts
in the form of discursive categories; and selective
coding or shaping the final model of discourses.

3- Findings

The findings show that the paintings of this period
represented three major discourses: the discourse of
media resistance, the discourse of national identity
in the global arena, and the discourse of seeking new
interaction. These three discourses simultaneously
reflected and shaped Iran’s political-cultural
developments in the fourth decade of the revolution.
The conclusion of the article shows that painting as
a medium plays an active role in cultural diplomacy
and can be used as a source for understanding the
social construction of Iran’'s image in the world.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

One of the important findings of the research is that
Iran’s media diplomacy is not represented in
paintings in a direct, slogan-like or commanding
way, but rather in the form of cultural-civilizational,
historical, identity and symbolic resistance
narratives. This shows that Iranian artists prefer to
reconstruct Iran’s image through non-political, soft
and symbolic paths; a path that is functionally much
more effective and sustainable than official media
diplomacy. By utilizing elements of cultural
heritage, Iranian-Islamic architecture, civilizational
signs and codes related to globalization, they create
a kind of “cultural and dialogue-oriented Iran”
discourse that stands out against competing
discourses.

In the analysis of artistic genres and approaches, it
was found that painters follow three main patterns:
first, the representation of Iran as an ancient and
deep-rooted  civilization with a historical
contribution to world culture; Second, the emphasis
on Iran as a peace-loving and dialogical actor that
uses cultural diplomacy to confront international
challenges; and third, the representation of cultural
resistance to Western media hegemony and the
strengthening of an independent Iranian-Islamic
identity. These three patterns show that the art of
painting in Iran has been able to combine the
complexities of foreign policy, national identity, and
cultural resistance with a metaphorical and multi-
layered expression. Another conclusion of the
research is that painting, unlike official media that
are often subject to political constraints and
institutional control, provides a relatively free and
flexible space for the production of cultural and
political discourses. Through image, metaphor,
color, and composition, artists can create narratives
that are more human, polyphonic, and engaging than
official narratives. From this perspective, art has a
capacity that official politics lacks: the power to
create emotional and cultural bonds with global
audiences. For this reason, painting is considered
one of the most important potential tools of Iran’s
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soft power. At the same time, the research also
points to several challenges. First, parts of artistic
productions may be distanced from diversity and
creativity due to institutional dependence. Second,
the lack of sustainable support for independent art
limits the scope of artists' influence in the
international space. Third, cultural diversity and
polyphony, if uncoordinated, may lead to a lack of
coherence in Iran's external image. Therefore, it is
necessary to establish a strategic balance between
artistic freedom and cultural targeting. Overall, it
can be concluded that the representation of Iran's
media diplomacy in painting is not only one of the
important paths of public diplomacy, but also plays
a vital role in shaping Iran's global image. The
strong presence of identity, cultural, historical, and
civilizational symbols in the paintings of Iranian
artists shows that this field can play a
complementary, effective, and sustainable role in
strengthening the country's soft power. To better
utilize this capacity, it is suggested that Iranian

cultural institutions provide more international
platforms for introducing artists, develop global
exhibitions, and support independent and polyphony
productions. Such measures could turn painting into
one of the most effective tools of Iran's cultural
policy in the coming decades.
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