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1.Introduction
Mophoprgmatics is an interdisciplinary area that reveals how morphological forms are pragmatically
loaded, not just encoding grammatical relations, but negotiating meaning, stance, politeness,
emphasis, and context. It spans typological, theoretical, and sociolinguistic perspectives, showing
how language form and social function are deeply interwined. The research branch is devoted to
affixes and other morphological devices whose meaning appears to be primarily located in
pragmatics. These devices exhibit no stable semantic value and their meaning seems to be often
elusive. Following Dressler and Merllini Barbaresi (1994) and Keifer (2007), the present
contribution bears an attempt to investigate the presence of morphopragmatic elements in Persian.
In doing so, we do subscribe to a pragmatics of communication, which investigates "how to analyze
pragmatic phenomena that take place in the course of a communicative process". The point of inquiry
in this research are as follows: (1) Does Persian employ morphological devices in orde to verbalize
pragmatic meanings in discourse? (2) In this case, which context-sensitive interpretations beyond
literal semantic meanings are conveyed? (3) And which of the morphological units are involved in
encoding the pragmatic and context-dependent meanings?
2. A brief note of previous works

This section will review certain studies on morphopragmatics, examining how morphological forms
namely inflections, derivations, clitics, etc., are used or interpreted depending on context and
pragmatic goals, both among Iranian and forign researches. Unfortunately, among Iranian reserches,
contrary to foreign reserches, very little effort has been made to account systematically for the
dependence on, and contribution to, the speech situations in which both morphology and pragmatics
typically occur. However, it should be confessed that the field has not been vastly investigated even
among foreing researchers compared to other linguistic domains. The only academic research paper
on morphopragmatics in Persian belongs to Najafian et al. (2015) who demonstrate that the attributive
suffixes “-i, -in, -ine, ane,-gan, -gane, -iye, -ye” in Persian, in addition to the encoding of the source
and central attributive and relational meanings, manifest peripheral meanings e.g. possession,
resemblance, possibility, necessity, origin, direction, extremity, manner, position and rank, range,
and quantity which are pragmatic in nature. As for the forign researches, the most foundational work,
Dressler and Merlini-Barbaresi (1994) should be noted. In their epoch-making research, they define
morphopragmatics as the study of how word-formation processes are employed for pragmatic
purposes, i.e. how morphological devices extend beyond their denotational meaning to encode
speaker stance, politeness, irony, affect and social meanings. Keifer’s (2007) book chapter on
morphology and pragmatics is another seminal work which argues that some morphological rules
inherently contain pragmatic variables, e.g. diminutives and evaluatives whose interpretation
depends on speech-situation and speaker stance. Furthermore, Booij (2010) incorporating
morphopragmatics into his framework of “Construction Morphology” defines it as “the interaction

between morphology and pragmatics and argues that word-formation cannot be fully explained at
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the semantic level alone inasmuch as pragmatic enrichment is essential. These works are considered
groundbreaking because they shifted attention away from purely semantic description of morphology
and showed that contextual meaning is central to understanding the function of pragmatic markers
encoding cotext-related meaning e.g politeness, humbleness, endearment, affection, humiliation an
so forth. These insights laid the foundatin for morphopragmatics as a distinct field within morphology
and pragmatics
3.Theoretical framework

The present contribution has been built in line with Dressler and Merllini Barbaresi (1994)’s and
Keifer (2007)’s idea of morphopragmatics, , We can metaphorically think of the pragmatics of
communication in terms of a theatrical representation, where we analytically distinguish a static and
a dynamic dimension. A) The static dimension is made up of the setting, the stage, and the dramatis
personae (cast). B) The dynamic dimension is made up of the actions planned and performed by the
actors. Let us identify the static dimension with the “speech situation” and the dynamic dimension
with the “speech event”. Morphopragmatics can be defined as the area of the general pragmatic
meanings of morphological rules, that is, of the regular pragmatic effects produced when moving
from the input to the output of a morphological rule. As happens in morphology in general,
morphologically irregular patterns are not central to morphopragmatics, for example, suppletive
personal pronouns, morphotactically opaque patterns, and, particularly, extragrammatical operations
are marginal. A morphological rule is relevant for morphopragmatics if it contains a pragmatic
variable which cannot be suppressed in the description of its meaning. Our definition includes within
morphopragmatics the (morphologically relevant) "pragmatic conditions on linguistic rules" that
Levinson (1979: 217-218) considers as part of pragmatics. But the scope of morphopragmatics is
much wider. According to our definition, morphopragmatics is to be strictly distinguished from a)
morphosemantics; b) lexical semantics of morphology; c) lexical pragmatics of morphology; d)
pragmatics of syntactic constructions: a) Morphosemantics deals with the semantic meanings of
morphological rules, that is, with regular denotational or connotational semantic change between
inputs and outputs or morphological rules of word formation or inflection. When studying
morphosemantics, one can dispense with the pragmatics of speech situations, speech acts, speaker
and hearer strategies. That is, all pragmatic variables can be suppressed when describing the semantic
meaning of a morphological rule. b) Lexical semantics of morphology deals with the denotational
and connotational semantics of morphologically complex words, particularly of the semantic
idiosyncrasies of each individual output of a morphological rule. That is, it treats word meaning,
whereas word formation meaning is treated by morphosemantics. c¢) Lexical pragmatics of
morphology deals with idiosyncratic pragmatic meanings/effects of individual, morphologically
complex words. All the self-proclaimed pragmatic studies of word formation we are aware of belong
here. d) It makes little sense to speak of the morphopragmatics of inflectional rules unless this can be

clearly distinguished from the pragmatics of syntactic constructions (which trigger the application of
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these inflectional rules). Since the main function of inflectional morphology is to signal syntactic
categories, morphopragmatics of inflection is rather marginal. However, the present contribution will
demonstrate that morphopragmatics of inflection is thotoughly central in Persian.
4. Research methodology
Data collection and analysis were carried out through a descriptive analytical analysis, based on
Modern Persian corpora and web data to register pragmatic correlates. In this regard, the
morphological choices being sensitive to pragmatic variables, e.g. politeness, humbleness, indexical
information beyond pure lexical/semantic content and the like, through the corpora were extracted
and classified based both on their morphological form (affixes or clitics) and the potentially
pragmatic varible encoded.
5. Conclusion

The data show that Persian employs the threefold morphologic members namely inflectional suffixes
(e.g. Person markers depicting politeness, respect and honor, humbleness, and author pluralization
(metaphoric plural)), and derivational affixes (e.g affixes expressing diminution, humiliation, and
ingratiationas) as well as clitics (e.g. those portraying informal discourse, warning, and emphasis) to
encode pragmatic meanings. In this regard, it was observed that Persian recruits the enclitic “=ha” as
a basically pragmatic element, with no lexical source meaning bearing the warning notion. A
phenomenon which has rarely been observed among languages of the world since the pragmatic
elements primarily bear lexical meanings. Furthermore, analyzing the mere pragmatic value of the
“vocative” suffix, which does not lead to attribte it to the inflectional or derivational affixes, the

paper suggests a third class namely “pragmatic affixes”.
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