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: Abstract

Of the three films attributed to the initiators of the New Wave, the films “Cow”
: and “Peace in the Presence of Others,” through their adapted scripts from the
: works of Gholamhossein Saedi and also the intellectual atmosphere of their
: directors, bring the discourse of madness to the fore, which also has a special
: relationship with the intellectual discourse of that era. The main question of this
¢ research is how is madness represented and constructed in the film “Peace in the
¢ Presence of Others,” directed by Nasser Taghvaei? The necessity of the research
: is in terms of addressing the discourse of madness in a period of Iranian
: modernity experience when modernization is on the rise. This research has
: examined madness in this film by citing the discourse analysis of Laclau,
: Mouffe, and Foucault. The results of the research show that the discourse of
: madness prevailing over the middle class in this film is the product of an
¢ underdeveloped modernism lacking a democratic civil society, which is treated
¢ with a purely clinical and medicalized approach to its manifestations, and is a
: madness focused on destruction and stagnation that has not caused a disruption
¢ in the prevailing order and has not yet acquired its rebellious and revolutionary
: aspects in relation to politics. Also, in the discourse of this film, the psychiatrist
¢ subject and the medical system are represented in a very negative way as the so-
: called civil aspects of a political system lacking a civil society.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In the Iranian cinema, before the movement called
the New Wave cinema, madness was portrayed in
genres such as comedy and crime. Madness in such
works was used as a method to make the audience
laugh or as a context for crime; but in the films of
the New Wave cinema, madness is represented in a
different way. Tranquility in the Presence of Others,
one of the first films of this wave, is directed by
Naser Tagvai and is based on a short story by
Gholam-Hossein Saedi. In this film, madness which
borders on depression and also on anxiety, afflicts
most of the major characters of the film.

2- Methods

To study how madness is represented and
constructed in this film, we have made use of the
discourse analysis method. The theoretical
framework of this study consists of the discourse
analysis of Foucault, Laclau and Mouffe because
madness itself is a discursive construct. With this
method of Foucault which is also found in Laclau’s
and Mouffe’s works, we can conduct the discourse
analysis of madness in this film. The discourse of
madness represented in this film is in fact related to
the macro-discourses of the period such as the
political, social, psychological, and psychiatric
discourses. Using discourse analysis, we can study a
particular entanglement of knowledge and relations
of power in these discourses and make an attempt to
understand the categorization of madness and the
subject of madness, the birth of the related
institutions and the genesis of the social and cultural
theories around them. Using the elements of
Laclau’s and Mouffe’s discourse analysis such as
the element, the aspect, the central signifier, the
floating signifier, articulation, and the field of
discursivity, we can analyze the film.

3- Findings

In the discourse analysis of madness in this film,
we specifically encounter the representation of two
mad characters: the colonel and the intellectual.
These two characters are two subjects of the urban
middle class who are constructed by the discourse of
madness in this film and in fact emerge out of it.
These subjects are different from Mashdi Hassan in
The Cow or the mystical characters of Kimiavi’s
cinema. Especially in regard with the representation
of the intellectual who is sent off to the madhouse,
we do not witness a revolutionary madness which
disrupts the rationality of the existing order; maybe
this character later reappears in the post-
revolutionary character Hamoon, but now he has
recourse to mysticism. Therefore, the representation
of the intellectual in this film is under the influence
of the post-coup d'état hopelessness and inertia.

But frustration and anxiety overwhelm all the other

characters and the whole film. Psychological crises
and the lack of tranquility and composure are
represented in the form of psychosis, depression,
suicide, loneliness, hopelessness, anxiety and a lack
of understanding others. Among the characters of
the film, Manijeh is a subject that tolerates these
anxieties and fears better than others. She, as a
representative of the traditional discourse in this
film, is an emotional haven for the mad men of the
film. The discourse of madness which prevails over
this film, as we have already mentioned, is related to
macro-discourses. One of these discourses is the
discourse of psychology and psychiatry. Saedi, in
his interview in the Iranian Oral History Project at
Harvard, states that in the academy the
psychological crises and disorders are studied in a
clinical and biochemical method, ignoring the social
factors involved. The government too follows a
development-oriented approach in the discourse of
the social sciences. The rationality dominant in the
government in the 40s which is trying to make itself
hegemonic aims at the central signifier of
modernization but in this process of modernization,
there is an obvious lack of a civil society. Through
the analysis of the dialogues and the presence of a
SAVAK member, this lack and also the lack of
freedom of speech is discussed.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Psychosis, suicide, depression, loneliness,
hopelessness, anxiety, alcoholism, the lack of
understanding others, psychiatry and the madhouse
are elements of this film which are portrayed in the
context of urban life, the stifling political situation
and the crisis of transition from the traditional life to
a modernity in which the democratic civil society
has no place. The elements of this situation are the
lack of understanding others, the desperation and
hopelessness born out of the 1953 coup d’état and
the absence of a civil society, the dysfunctionality of
the health care system, and a clinical approach to
mental crises. These elements are the floating
signifiers which articulate and construct the body of
the discourse of this film around its central signifier,
that is, frustration and anxiety. The discourse to
which the psychiatrist and the doctor of this film
belong, according to Laclau and Mouffe, is an
objective discourse which defines “subjection” to
the prevailing rationality as commonsensical and
natural and its rejection as madness. Therefore, in
this film, madness is related more to politics than to
psychic complexities. Accordingly, the psychiatrist
and the institution of the medical system as a modern
subject and a modern institution and also the civil
aspects of a system which is bereft of a civil society
are represented in absolutely negative terms.
That is why madness in this film is represented in
conjunction with the political and social issues, the
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products of a dysfunctional structure in which the
capacity to understand others is paralyzed due to the
lack of a civil society and the absence of the
possibility of dialogue. But the field of madness is
the anxiety and the lack of tranquility which
seriously disrupts the existing order but does not
lead to a revolutionary and structural transformation,
because the radical and rebellious elements which
intend to go beyond the existing order are not
present in the film. As we see in the final scene of
the film, the film implicitly refers to a resort to the
tradition simply as a way of tranquility unto death.
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