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1. Introduction

In cognitive linguistics, metaphor is not regarded as a merely ornamental or poetic feature of language;
rather, it is understood as one of the fundamental mechanisms through which human beings
conceptualize and make sense of their experiences. According to this view, metaphor constitutes a key
aspect of cognition itself, reflecting the embodied and experiential nature of human understanding. The
metaphors we use in language are therefore not arbitrary but arise from deeply entrenched conceptual
mappings that link one domain of experience to another. These mappings shape how individuals
perceive, interpret, and reason about abstract concepts. Consequently, cognitive processes, including
perception, reasoning, and emotion, are to a significant extent influenced and structured by
metaphorical thought.

Within the realm of Persian mystical literature, metaphor serves not only as a stylistic device but
also as a mode of expressing abstract spiritual realities that are otherwise beyond the grasp of literal
language. The great Sufi poets and mystics employ metaphorical expression to articulate the ineffable
stages of the soul’s journey toward divine unity. The obstacles along this spiritual path—such as veils,
negative attributes, and attachments—along with the ethical disciplines of the wayfarer—such as
repentance, vigilance, and ascetic practice—and the vehicles facilitating the journey—such as prayer
and divine remembrance—are frequently represented through intricate networks of metaphors. These
metaphors reveal the cognitive and affective dimensions of mystical experience, mediating between
human consciousness and transcendental reality.

Among these recurring metaphors, love (‘eshq) occupies a central and multifaceted position. In
mystical thought, love is not merely an emotional state but a transformative force that governs the entire
process of spiritual realization. It is often presented as both the motivating energy and the ultimate goal
of the mystic’s path. The term encompasses two dimensions: earthly love, which serves as a reflection
or shadow of divine love, and divine love itself, which unites the lover with the Beloved. For most
mystics, love of God functions as the primary vehicle that propels the seeker toward union with the
Divine.

The present study focuses on the works of Hassanzade Amoli, a contemporary Iranian philosopher,
mystic, and poet whose thought integrates Islamic philosophy, Qur’anic exegesis, and theoretical
mysticism. Despite his prominence, the cognitive dimensions of metaphor in his poetry have received
limited scholarly attention. This study investigates the conceptualization of love in Hassanzade Amoli’s
mystical poetry from the perspective of Cognitive Linguistics, aiming to determine whether love is

conceived as a vehicle (markab) facilitating the spiritual journey or as an obstacle (mani‘) impeding it.

2. A brief note of previous works
Several studies have explored various aspects of Hassanzade Amoli’s intellectual and poetic legacy,
though few have addressed his conceptual use of metaphor. Mehdipour et al. (2011) analyzed the theme
of self-knowledge in Amoli’s poetry and argued that his anthropology is rooted in Islamic—Shi‘i

metaphysical principles. They emphasized that self-knowledge in his thought is inseparable from divine
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knowledge, thus reflecting a distinctly mystical understanding of human nature. Similarly, Abedi et al.
(2021) conducted an intertextual reading of his poetry in relation to Qur’anic discourse, concluding that
Amoli’s poems reflect a deep and systematic engagement with Islamic mysticism and Qur’anic
symbolism.

Beyond Amoli scholarship, numerous studies have applied Cognitive Metaphor Theory to classical
Persian texts, particularly to the conceptual metaphor of love. Tofighi et al. (2019) examined
ontological metaphors of love in Rumi’s Divan-e Shams, finding that love in Rumi’s worldview
constitutes a paradoxical but affirmative experience—simultaneously annihilating and life-giving.
They argued that for Rumi, love functions as both an epistemological revelation and a metaphysical
principle underpinning existence itself. Similarly, Baharvand et al. (2022), using Lakoff and Johnson’s
framework, analyzed Sa‘di’s Ghazals and demonstrated that love operates as a metaphorical construct
associated with illumination, purification, vitality, and spiritual transformation. In Sa‘di’s poetry, love
oscillates between comfort and torment, reflecting the dialectic of human and divine interaction.

In a more recent contribution, Edalat Kashi and Mobasheri (2023) investigated Emad Faqih
Kermani’s Tariqat-nameh and highlighted the poet’s innovative redefinition of love through processes
of semantic transfer and transformation. They showed how love becomes a generative metaphorical
field producing new meanings and interpretive tensions. Furthermore, Tale‘T et al. (forthcoming)
compared metaphorical representations of love in the Divan Foroughi Bastami and Tabib Esfahani,
concluding that Foright tends toward anthropomorphic personifications of love, while Tabib employs
more abstract, impersonal conceptualizations.

Despite this growing body of research, no comprehensive study has examined the metaphorical
conceptualization of love in Hassanzade Amoli’s poetry through the lens of Cognitive Linguistics. The
present research seeks to fill this gap by identifying the dominant conceptual metaphors structuring his

understanding of love and evaluating their cognitive and mystical implications.

3.Theoretical framework

The data of this study are analyzed within the framework of the *Conceptual Metaphor Theory* (CMT)
proposed by Lakoff and Johnson (1980, 2003). In *Metaphors We Live By* (1980), they presented
metaphor not merely as a linguistic phenomenon but as a fundamental cognitive mechanism underlying
human thought. In this view, metaphor does not refer to conventional figurative expressions but to
systematic patterns of conceptual association—that is, understanding one conceptual domain in terms
of another. For example, using the experience of one person’s life to understand another’s experience.
Lakoff and Johnson (2003) classified conceptual metaphors into three main categories: orientational,
ontological, and structural metaphors (Kdvecses, 2010: 33-35).

- Orientational metaphors organize abstract concepts according to spatial orientations such as up/down

or near/far, rooted in our embodied experience.

- Ontological metaphors arise from our experience with physical objects and substances and include:
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- Entity and substance metaphors (e.g., *the mind is a machine*).

- Container metaphors (e.g., *He is out of my sight*).

- Personification (e.g., *Inflation is eating our savings®).

- Structural metaphors involve mapping one structured domain onto another, such as *theories are

buildings*, allowing us to speak of “the foundations” or “structure” of a theory.

4. Research methodology
This study employs a descriptive—analytical method. The data were collected through library research
and drawn from Hassanzade Amoli’s *Collected Poems* (2012), edited by Seyyed Sa‘id Hashimi and
published by *Alef-Lam-Mim* Press. The collection contains over 5,000 couplets. All poems were
examined, and the verses containing metaphors related to the concept of love were selected for analysis.
Each instance was categorized according to the three main types of conceptual metaphor: structural,
ontological, and orientational.
5. Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Hassanzade Amoli’s conceptualization of love encompasses all three
major types of conceptual metaphor: structural, ontological, and orientational. Within the ontological
category, three subtypes—substance, container, and personification metaphors—were particularly
prominent. Among these, the metaphor «love is fire» appeared most frequently, representing love as
both purifying and destructive. This metaphor encapsulates the dual nature of mystical love: it
consumes the self while illuminating the path toward divine union.

Thirteen overarching conceptual metaphors were identified as structuring the concept of love in his
poetry. These metaphors range across a semantic continuum from positive to negative valences.
Positively charged metaphors—such as love is light, love is nourishment, and love is ascent—depict
love as a dynamic, life-giving, and elevating force. In contrast, negatively charged metaphors—such as
love is fire, love is madness, and love is captivity—emphasize its consuming and destabilizing effects.
Nonetheless, in Amoli’s poetic system, these apparently destructive aspects of love are ultimately
subsumed within its transformative and salvific function.

Overall, the study concludes that love, in Hassanzade Amoli’s view, is neither an obstacle nor a
mere emotional state but the essential vehicle of spiritual realization. It acts as the energy that propels
the human soul toward divine proximity, dissolving the ego and revealing the unity of being. By
integrating insights from cognitive linguistics and Islamic mysticism, this research highlights how
metaphor operates not only as a linguistic or literary feature but also as a cognitive and ontological
bridge between human consciousness and divine reality. The metaphors of love in Amoli’s poetry thus
exemplify the intricate interplay between language, thought, and spiritual experience—demonstrating
that the mystic’s vision of the world is fundamentally metaphorical, and that through the prism of

metaphor, the ineffable becomes intelligible.
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