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: Abstract

: For centuries, as one of the folk musics, Ashighi music has had a special place
¢ in the culture of the Turkish-speaking people of Iran. The aim of the current
: research is to study Stability and attenuation of Ashighi music in the era of
: cultural industries to clarify the current situation, challenges and opportunities
: for advancement and dynamic solutions. For this purpose, by using qualitative
¢ method and semi-structured interview technique, interviews with 10 experts who
: were selected by the purposeful sampling method; After counting the basic,
: organizer and inclusive themes, the image of the network of themes was drawn.
: The results show that "contextual conditions"”, "cultural factors", " policy making
: ", " deterrent factors" are the most important factors that affect the Stability and
: attenuation of Ashighi music. Contextual conditions refer to the Special features
: of Ashighi music, its current status, structural challenges and accessibility to
: Ashighs and their performance. Changes in people's lifestyles and musical tastes,
¢ the diminution of the Turkish language, the creation of a negative social attitude
: towards Ashighi music and religious doubts surrounding it were identified as
¢ cultural factors affecting Ashighi music. Government support policies,
¢ legislation, institutional and educational-research planning in the policy making
: sector and economic problems and environmental changes are effective as
¢ inhibiting factors in the sustainability of Ashighi music. Also, the analysis of the
: findings shows that the dynamic solutions of Ashighi music depend on taking
: measures in the three areas of production, distribution and adoption of support
: policies.
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Stability and attenuation of Ashighi music in the era of cultural industries

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In different regions of the country and various
subcultures, there are different types of tunes,
voices, instruments, and in general, certain
indigenous and local music, which identify and
exploit such an opportunity can help the growth of
the country's cultural industries. Among the
varieties of folk music, one of the important
branches of folk music in the region of Azerbaijan is
Ashighi art which is comprehensive of several
important arts including poetry, composing and
storytelling, playing, singing, acting and joke-
telling. However, in contemporary times, local
culture in general and folk music in particular have
faced fundamental challenges, in the face of these
challenges, local music has taken on several
different situations; Ashighi music in Azerbaijan
region can be considered in musical varieties which,
if adapted to the new conditions, can be spread
locally and even nationally, otherwise it will suffer
the fate of the type of music that has been lost. In
this research, we intend to first examine the current
state of Ashighi music, consider the factors of
growth or decline, opportunities and challenges
facing it. And in the final step, let's talk about the
Stability and sustainability of this kind of music.

2- Methods

The method of the study is qualitative and semi-
structured interviews with Ashighi artists, music
researchers, distributors and members of Zanjan
Cultural Center Music Association. In this study, 10
experts and experts in the field of Ashghi music
were selected by purposeful sampling method.
Thematic analysis and themes network method has
been used among different thematic analysis
methods. In this study, the reliability and validity of
the research was increased primarily by using
continuous inspection and review of the research
stages. Also, in some cases, several professors of
this field were randomly asked to point out the
possible bias by observing the interpretation process
by observing the interpretation process.

3- Findings
After studying documents and libraries and getting
information about the history, forms and

characteristics of Ashighi music, we went to the
experts in this field and asked their opinion about the
topic, the main question of the research and its
related topics. In this approach, the opinions of five
different types of Ashighi artist, music player,
audience, researcher and member of the music
community are categorized according to the
similarity of the subject and similar points
mentioned in one category. Some of the opinions of

experts and various concepts that they have
proposed were classified into five categories of
"special features" of Ashighi music, "status quo",
"structural challenges”, "accessibility" and "
Religious Doubt", which were subtitled " Contextual
conditions” of Ashighi music. In the following
review, the interviewees' viewpoints were
categorized into four general propositions:
"Supportive Policies”, "Legislation”, "Institutional
Planning”, "Educational and Research”, which
could be summarized under the general title of
"Policy making". Also, the themes of "economic
problems” and "environmental changes" mostly
refer to "deterrents” of the development of Ashighi
music in recent decades. The final part of the
interview with experts was devoted to ways to
expand and increase the influence of Ashighi music
that the propositions obtained from it include two
general themes of "production™ and "distribution” of
Ashghi music as well as "state supports" for this art.
The factors affecting the stability and damping of
Ashghi music were categorized in 5 inclusive
themes, 18 organizing themes, and finally with 118
basic themes.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The most prominent cases raised in contextual
conditions include the old age of the Ashigh
population, the lack of new content, insufficient use
of technologies, lack of poetry and poets, lack of
professional advertising and the faint presence of
Ashighi's voice and image in cyberspace. Limiting
poetry and poetry in Turkish has prevented Aashighi
music from spreading to other parts of Iran. The
single-sex (male) of Ashiqgi artists and their
performances only in the men's section of wedding
ceremonies have prevented the influence of this
music among half the audience population. These
cases show that of the three periods of cultural
production mentioned by Hesmondhalgh, Ashighi's
music remained in the period of support and
craftsmanship, and failed to enter the professional
period of the market and then the corporate career.
On the other hand, changes in the lifestyle of
Turkish people, linguistic mixing and blurring of the
Turkish language among the younger generation,
along with negative attitudes towards Ashighi music
and its position, Bourdieu has changed the taste of
music consumption and has reduced the scope of the
influence of this music. The results show that useful
and appropriate planning and policies have not been
made by the authorities regarding Ashighi music.
These cases, along with two other inhibiting factors,
namely economic problems and environmental
changes, have put many challenges in front of
Ashighi and Ashighi music. The long historical
background and the deep content of the poems and
stories of Ashighi music, which creates a sense of
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nostalgia and joy in the Turkish-speaking people,
are among the factors that have prevented the
decline of Ashighi music until today. For the
stability and dynamism of Ashighi music, there
needs to be measures in production and distribution,
which are necessary to consolidate and strengthen
with government support.
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