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Accepted: August 25, 2024 : Considering the main agricultural activities in Guilan province, men and women show
Available Online: March 21, 2026 : the rituals of planting, sowing and harvesting through Ghasimabadi dance. The purpose
. of the current research is to study the importance of Ghasemabadi dance in creating social
: solidarity based on Durkheim's opinions. According to Durkheim's opinions, the
¢ traditional society reflects the collective conscience and the organized society represents
: the division of labor in the society. The main question in this research is, relying on the
concept of social solidarity, what is the role of Ghasemabadi dance in two traditional and
. active societies. The findings of the research show that the rural lifestyle is imbued with
. social harmony and people come together to express gratitude for life's blessings through
: Ghasemabadi dance. On the other hand, today’s society's tendency towards specialization
. has made people with special skills to be effective in society. Therefore, the performance
: of Ghasemabadi dance brings together people with different abilities to form a group.
i After passing the principle of similarity in the previous society, people enter an organic
¢ system whose correct use depends on their solidarity. Based on this, the performance of
Keywords: : Ghasemabadi dance in this society requires coalition and commitment among the group
Ghasemabadi dance, mechanical : members and their connection with other groups and as a result conveying emotions to
solidarity, organic solidarity, : the audience. The current research is theoretical in terms of purpose and descriptive-
Emile Durkheim. social : analytical in terms of nature. The method of data collection was library and field using
- ’ : the method of ethnography in the region, observation, interview, registration and
solidarity. : ; . X
: recording of information.

| Pournasrani, S. F. & Zaker Jafari, N. (2024). The study of Ghasemabadi dance from the point of view of
| Emile Durkheim's social solidarity. Sociology of Culture and Art, 8 (1), 69-82. |

Corresponding author: Narges Zaker Jafari

Address: Department of Music, Faculty of Arts & Architecture, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.
Email: nargeszakeri@guilan.ac.ir



Ghasemabadi dance from the point of view of Emile Durkheim's social solidarity

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Iranian culture and art have always used various arts
such as folklore dance and its secondary elements
such as different types of clothes to show the link
between human life and nature. Considering the
main agricultural activities in Guilan province, men
and women show the rituals of planting, sowing and
harvesting through Ghasemababdi dance. In other
words, Ghasemababdi dance requires the physical
presence of women and men next to each other so
that they can convey the concept of prayer to the
audience through the performance of agricultural
patterns. Considering the origin of this dance in a
simple and traditional society, which is mixed with
the principle of similarity, and considering that the
unity of people is formed through the same beliefs,
the main issue is its presentation in today's society,
where people with different roles come together.
Therefore, the present study has used Durkheim's
theory of social solidarity in the sociological
concept. According to his opinions, the basis of
solidarity in mechanical society is similarity and in
organic society, division of labor. Therefore, the
upcoming research is focused on Ghasemababdi
dance in order to investigate its importance in the
two mentioned societies to create solidarity.

2- Methods

The current research is theoretical in terms of its
purpose and descriptive and content analysis in
terms of its nature and research method. According
to the main topic of the research, which is related to
Guilan province, Ghasemabadi folk dance was
chosen. The method of data collection is library and
field using the method of ethnography in the region,
observation, interview, registration and recording of
information. Interviews and conversations have
been conducted with a number of local experts,
female dancers in the village of Ghasem Abad,
Guilan. Therefore, in this research, it has been tried
first by collecting data through library sources to
define the conceptual and theoretical foundations of
Emile Durkheim's solidarity, and then by using the
tools of observation, interview and dialogue in the
village of Ghasem Abad, Guilan, to collect data and
analyze them.

3- Findings

The results of the research showed that in the
traditional and mechanical society, men and women
come together to perform Ghasemabadi dance due
to the principle of similarity. Since this dance is
mostly performed by women in the fields and
various ceremonies, according to the ancient

tradition, they unite before the performance to
provide the conditions. Due to the extensive changes
in the context of societies and the transition from a
simple stage to a complex stage, people enter
different groups to meet their various needs. In other
words, in the organic society where the specific
abilities of individuals are considered, men and
women enter a system after passing through the
stage of similarity, in which they need to form a
group and establish social relations with other
groups for the high-quality performance of
Ghasemabadi dance. Therefore, it is important to
consider people's skills and divide work between
them. Because it is through the allocation of actions
that people become complementary, and as a result
of these chain relationships, solidarity is formed. In
fact, this alliance begins with the alliance between
the members of the group and continues until
establishing a link with other groups. Also,
Qasimabadi dance in today's society is mostly
performed in the form of a ritual-performance for
formal and informal ceremonies, which makes the
members of the group to be in contact with various
social, cultural, political, etc. institutions and can
express culture and customs through the
performance of this dance. convey Guilan province
to the audience in solidarity. In other words, the
Ghasemabadi dance process in both societies
depends on the physical and mental presence of the
members (especially women) based on the principle
of similarity and then on the basis of division of
labor, coalition and commitment in the direction of
solidarity.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Considering the context of the research, which is
related to the customs and patterns of rural society
in Guilan province, it is important that nature as an
environmental variable has subjected human life to
extensive changes throughout history. To the extent
that the historical background of the living
environment has been the narration of human
interaction and relationships with plants, and women
and men resort to the ritual-dramatic language of
dance to express their emotions and worship this
characteristic of nature and its blessings, in order to
show the sublime culture and ways of life through it.
In fact, the foundation and vitality of rural life is
dependent on social unity and harmony, which is
linked to the moral strength of that society and
appears in the form of culture, norm, structure,
symbol, etc., and adds to the level of social
interaction and cohesion of that society. One of these
examples of harmony is evident in Ghasemababdi
dance, which is performed by men and women of
Guilan, especially by women farmers. In fact,
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Ghasemababdi dance is considered one of the ritual
activities that the native people of Guilan perform at
the beginning of the planting season in order to
thank and pray to their Lord in official events and
programs including festivals and informal events
such as celebrations and weddings at different times
through the allocation and division of work among
different groups in Most of the villages in the region
perform, which in both cases requires the
cooperation and physical, mental and spiritual
presence of the people and the relevant institutions,
and this causes unity, coalition, and arouses their
sense of commitment and companionship to hold the
highest quality performances and as a result
conveying the appropriate and worthy emotions to
the audience.
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