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: Abstract

: Isfahan is a city with a variety of ethnic and racial groups, and therefore,
: cultural and social integration of heterogeneous groups through the creation of
: equal opportunities can bring social and cultural grounds, development, and
: greater well-being to citizens. This research was conducted with the aim of
: comparative study of social inequalities and cultural integration of ethnic groups
¢ in the city of Isfahan. This research is a descriptive survey research based on its
¢ nature and method. In terms of the method and time period of data collection, it
: is also considered survey-cross-sectional research. The time period of
: distribution and completion of the questionnaire is 1403. The statistical
: population of the research is all immigrant citizens living in the city of Isfahan.
: The statistical sample is 400 immigrants who were surveyed through a
i questionnaire. The instrument for measuring variables is a researcher-made
: questionnaire. The results show that social inequality has a significant effect on
¢ cultural integration. These correlations are greater for the inequality dimension
: in social relations than for other dimensions. Inequality in social relations with
: acoefficient of -0.426, economic inequality with a coefficient of -0.403, cultural
¢ inequality with a coefficient of -0.412, spatial inequality with a coefficient of -
¢ 0.233, and political inequality with a coefficient of -0.175 have a significant
¢ relationship with cultural integration.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Cultural integration is not the same as cultural
assimilation or the elimination of differences
between cultures, but rather the integration of
different cultures into a harmonious cultural body
based on cultural differences. After contact,
different cultures go through a process of conflict,
identification, and selection. In the end, both sides
maintain their identities, seek common ground while
maintaining differences, adapt to each other, and
merge to form a new cultural community. Isfahan is
a city that has faced significant challenges in recent
years due to the influx of immigrants seeking
employment in its growing industrial sector. The
industrialization of this ancient city has attracted a
diverse range of people with different cultural
backgrounds, resulting in a complex set of
multiculturalisms. While this demographic shift can
enhance economic development and foster
innovation, it also creates fundamental problems
related to cultural integration. One of the primary
issues arising from these migrations is the challenge
of social equity and cultural integration. Immigrants
often bring with them different traditions,
languages, and social practices that can conflict with
the prevailing norms of Isfahan society.

2- Methods

This research is in the field of applied research in
terms of its purpose, and considering that library
study methods and field methods such as
questionnaires were used in this research, it can be
stated that the present research is a descriptive-
analytical survey-type research based on its nature
and method. In terms of the method and time period
of data collection, it is also considered survey-cross-
sectional research. The time period of distribution
and completion of the questionnaire is 1403. The
statistical population of the research is all immigrant
citizens living in Isfahan. The statistical sample is
400 of these immigrants, whose opinions were
sought through a questionnaire. The instrument for
measuring  variables is a researcher-made
questionnaire. The questionnaire is divided into
three parts including demographic characteristics,
questions related to social inequality, and questions
related to cultural integration. The social inequality
variable itself includes five dimensions of economic
inequality, political inequality, social inequality,
cultural inequality, and spatial inequality. The
cultural integration variable also includes seven
dimensions of cultural assimilation, structural
assimilation,  marital  assimilation, identity
assimilation, attitude of acceptance, behavioral
assimilation, and civic assimilation, each of which
includes different items from the dimensions of

social inequality and cultural integration variables.
In order to measure the validity of the questionnaire
in this study, content validity using the C.V.R
method was used. Cronbach's alpha was used to
measure the internal consistency (reliability) of the
questionnaire. The results of the alpha coefficients
show that all items of the dimensions of social
inequality and cultural integration have appropriate
reliability. SPSS software was used to analyze the
data.

3- Findings

In explaining and analyzing each of the research
findings, it can be said that as inequality in social
relations intensifies, the degree of cultural
integration decreases. This phenomenon becomes
apparent when marginalized communities become
increasingly isolated, preventing the exchange of
ideas and experiences that would foster mutual
understanding and cooperation. As a result, a rich set
of cultural diversity is damaged as individuals try to
engage across social divides, ultimately stifling
social cohesion and collective progress. Cultural
integration also decreases as economic inequality
intensifies. This dynamic stems from the widening
gap between socio-economic classes, which often
creates fragmentation and social alienation. People
from different economic backgrounds face barriers
that prevent meaningful interactions and shared
experiences, weakening the cohesion of society. As
a result, the reduction in the scope of cultural
exchange exacerbates divisions and reinforces
isolated identities rather than fostering a harmonious
and integrated society. As cultural inequality
increases, the degree of cultural integration
decreases. This decrease can be attributed to
increasing inequality in access to resources,
representation, and opportunities for diverse cultural
expression. As marginalized groups face systemic
barriers, their ability to participate in the broader
cultural landscape is hindered, leading to a
fragmented society.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

As political inequality increases, the degree of
cultural integration decreases. When certain groups
are marginalized or underrepresented in decision-
making processes, their cultural contributions may
be ignored or devalued. This exclusion creates an
environment in which cultural diversity is stifled,
leading to the fragmentation of society. Ultimately,
reduced political equality not only undermines the
principles of inclusion but also prevents the rich
unfolding of cultural exchange that is vital for a
cohesive social fabric. As a result, social inequality
significantly impacts cultural integration, especially
in urban peripheries. Economic struggles, social
fragmentation, and limited access to resources

Yousefvand, R., Amir Mazaheri, A., Moshfegh, M. (2026). Explaining the impacts of social inequalities on the
cultural integration of ethnic groups (Case study: Isfahan city). Sociology of Culture and Art, 8 (1), 158-167.



Explaining the impacts of social inequalities on the cultural integration of ethnic groups
(Case study: Isfahan city)

collectively hinder the potential for cultural
exchange and mutual understanding. Addressing
these inequalities is crucial to fostering a more
inclusive and integrated society, in which diverse
cultural expressions can coexist and thrive.
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