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Abstract

This study comparatively analyzes the systematic function of impoliteness
within two authoritarian structures: the closed patriarchal system in Shirzad
Hassan’s The Fence and My Father’s Dogs and the centralized military order in
Stanley Kubrick’s film Full Metal Jacket. Employing Culpeper’s (2011) model
for identifying impoliteness strategies and Bousfield’s (2008) framework for
analyzing reactions to it, the research examines how impoliteness is deployed to
dismantle personal face and identity while reconstructing compliant, uniform
subjects, and it investigates associated forms of resistance. Findings reveal that
in both contexts, impoliteness transcends individual interaction, becoming an
institutional “disciplinary technology” aimed at erasing prior individuality and
manufacturing obedience. Both systems employ positive and negative
impoliteness systematically. Their core divergence lies in the ultimate objective:
the father’s discourse seeks to perpetuate a static, closed socio-economic order,
whereas Sergeant Hartman’s aims to produce efficient war machines for
external conflict. Resistance, initially scattered and covert, ultimately coalesces
in the most vulnerable subjects (the eldest son/Private Pyle), manifesting as the
assassination of the authority figure—an act that itself reproduces the system’s
inherent violent logic. The study concludes that within such closed authoritarian
contexts, impoliteness becomes an ideological tool for social and psychological
engineering. This pattern, despite surface differences, shares a common,
destructive core and validates the utility of Culpeper and Bousfield’s
frameworks for analyzing literary and cinematic texts as representations of
complex power relations.
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1. Introduction

This study comparatively analyzes the systematic function of impoliteness within two
authoritarian structures: the closed patriarchal system in Shirzad Hassan’s novel The Fence
and My Father’s Dogs and the centralized military order in Stanley Kubrick’s film Full Metal
Jacket. Employing Culpeper’s (2011) model for identifying impoliteness strategies and
Bousfield’s (2008) framework for analyzing reactions to it, the research examines how
impoliteness is deployed to dismantle personal face and identity while reconstructing
compliant, uniform subjects, and it investigates associated forms of resistance. Findings
reveal that in both contexts, impoliteness transcends individual interaction, becoming an
institutional “disciplinary technology” aimed at erasing prior individuality and manufacturing
obedience. Both systems employ positive and negative impoliteness systematically. Their
core divergence lies in the ultimate objective: the father’s discourse seeks to perpetuate a
static, closed socio-economic order, whereas Sergeant Hartman’s aims to produce efficient
war machines for external conflict. Resistance, initially scattered and covert, ultimately
coalesces in the most vulnerable subjects (the eldest son/Private Pyle), manifesting as the
assassination of the authority figure, an act that itself reproduces the system’s inherent violent
logic. The study concludes that within such closed authoritarian contexts, impoliteness
becomes an ideological tool for social and psychological engineering. This pattern, despite
surface differences, shares a common, destructive core and validates the utility of Culpeper
and Bousfield’s frameworks for analyzing literary and cinematic texts as representations of
complex power relations.

2. Methodology

This research adopts a comparative-qualitative approach, employing critical discourse
analysis grounded in Culpeper’s (2011) impoliteness framework and Bousfield’s (2008)
response model. The data corpus comprises direct impolite utterances from the Father, the
son’s (narrator) voice, women, and other characters in Shirzad Hassan’s novel The Fence and
My Father’s Dogs, alongside key dialogues from Sergeant Hartman and reactions from
soldiers (particularly “Pyle” and “Joker”) in the first half of Kubrick’s Full Metal Jacket (the
Paris Island training section). Textual data from the novel were extracted through
documentary analysis. For the film, relevant dialogues were transcribed through careful
viewing and consultation of the published screenplay, with particular attention to scenes
containing systematic impoliteness. The analysis proceeded in three stages: intratextual
analysis where data from each text were independently analyzed according to Culpeper’s
framework to identify impoliteness strategies and examine their functions within specific
contexts; comparative analysis where commonalities and differences between the two
contexts in using impoliteness strategies and the objectives of this discourse were extracted
and organized through qualitative analysis; and finally, evaluation of subordinate resistance
discourse based on Bousfield’s framework, with findings interpreted within the combined
theoretical frameworks to derive overall conclusions.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal that impoliteness in both contexts functions as an institutional
“disciplinary technology” aimed at completely erasing previous individuality and producing
obedient subjects. Culpeper’s positive impoliteness strategies, particularly personalized
insults, dominate in Full Metal Jacket (46 instances), where Hartman systematically attacks
soldiers’ bodies, intelligence, and humanity to destroy their “former selves.” Insults such as
“maggots,” “vomit,” “pieces of shit,” and “the lowest form of life on earth” serve to
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dehumanize recruits and facilitate their reconstruction as killing machines. The renaming of
soldiers (e.g., “Leonard Lawrence” becomes “Gomer Pyle,” a clumsy film character)
exemplifies identity erasure. Conversely, The Fence and My Father’s Dogs demonstrates
more diverse impoliteness distribution encompassing both positive and negative strategies,
with unpleasant questions/presuppositions (20 instances) and threats (15 instances) being
particularly prominent. The Father employs presuppositions to naturalize the fortress ideology
and condition love and acceptance upon absolute obedience, as seen in statements like “Those
who do not serve this fortress are bastards” and “Outside this fortress and away from my eyes,
none of you can live.”

Negative impoliteness strategies are prevalent in both contexts, including message
impositives (14 instances in film, 12 in novel) such as repeated commands (“Stand at
attention,” “Shut up”) and attention-seeking phrases (“Do you understand?”); threats (6 in
film, 15 in novel) ranging from physical violence (“I’ll rip your eyes out,” “I’ll cut out his
tongue”) to psychological intimidation; and silencers/restrictors that enforce compulsory
silence, eliminating the right to expression and objection. The fundamental difference lies in
the ultimate goal of this engineering: the Father’s discourse in The Fence and My Father’s
Dogs seeks to perpetuate the static reproductive and economic order of a closed system,
whereas Hartman’s discourse in Full Metal Jacket aims to produce efficient war machines for
external combat.

Regarding subject resistance analyzed through Bousfield’s framework, initial responses in
both works predominantly manifest as defensive and covert strategies: secret makeup
application, private mourning, hiding sisters from female circumcision, crossing forbidden
walls for romantic encounters, and retreating into fantasy. However, the system’s pressure
eventually concentrates on the most vulnerable subjects (the eldest son/Gomer Pyle),
transforming resistance from defensive to aggressive. The culmination in both narratives
results in the murder of the power-holder, the son kills the Father with a knife while
embracing his last wife, while Pyle shoots Hartman during night watch before committing
suicide. This violent act, though representing a breaking point from the established order,
tragically reproduces the very logic of violence governing the system. The victim, seeking
liberation, employs the only language the system has taught them: ultimate physical violence
and elimination of the other.

4. Conclusion

This comparative study definitively demonstrates that impoliteness in closed,
institutionalized, and totalitarian authoritarian contexts transcends mere interactive behavior
or politeness norm violation to become a “complex technology of power.” This linguistic
technology serves as the primary instrument for social and psychological engineering of
subjects. The meticulous analysis reveals surprisingly deep structural commonalities between
these seemingly disparate works. In both isolated and controlled spaces (fortress/camp),
impoliteness is deployed systematically, calculatedly, and purposefully. The ultimate
objective of this violent discourse is nothing less than complete erasure of previous
individuality, fundamental destruction of face (both positive and negative), and ultimately,
construction of obedient, uniform, and alienated subjects whose will, desires, and identity are
entirely subservient to the dominant system’s logic. The fundamental difference lies not in
mechanisms but in the “ultimate goal” of this disciplinary project: Hartman’s discourse serves
“efficient war machine construction” for external combat, while the Father’s discourse
ensures “eternal continuity of reproductive, economic, and ideological order” of a closed
patriarchal system, one oriented toward external destruction efficiency, the other toward
stability through internal exploitation. Resistance evolves tragically from covert, defensive
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forms (escape into fantasy, secret disobedience, maintaining small private spaces, or silent
suffering) to aggressive explosion culminating in power-holder murder. This liberating act,
however, unintentionally and inevitably falls into the “trap of reproducing the dominant
violence logic,” establishing a new cycle of violence placing the former victim in a new
domination position or perpetual guilt. Ultimately, this investigation proves that exceptional
literary and cinematic works are not merely aesthetic artifacts but “rich and complex arenas
for analyzing the most efficient and terrifying mechanisms of power and language.” When
impoliteness transcends individual, incidental levels and becomes rooted and normalized in
institutional structures, it transforms into a ‘“universal language of domination and
subjugation” capable of manifesting in its most violent forms under guises of educational
necessity, family traditions, or national security. This research, by demonstrating
homogeneity in linguistic domination mechanisms across various institutions, emphasizes the
necessity of critically rereading any authoritarian and one-sided discourse, while reminding us
of the need to attend to micro-resistances and possibilities of alternative discourses based on
respect and genuine listening.
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23. positive politeness super-strategies
24. negative politeness super-strategies
25. insult

26. personalized negative vocatives
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27. personalized negative assertions

28. personalized negative references

29. personalized third-person negative references (in the hearing of the target)
30. pointed criticisms/complaints

31. unpalatable questions and/or presuppositions

32. condescensions

33. message enforcers

34. dismissals
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35. silencers

36. threats

37. negative expressives (e.g. curses, ill-wishes)
38. defensive

39. Offensive
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40. Parris Island
41. Cowboy
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