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Abstract

Every story or tale employs particular narrative techniques and structures.
In recent decades, literary critics have increasingly focused on the
structure of literary works and how they are constructed rather than on
their content. In the present study, a descriptive-analytical approach is
adopted to analyze the narrative structure of Zembil-Frosh, an ancient
folkloric literary work in Kurdish literature, using the practical concepts
of narrative discourse typology in Jaap Lintvelt’s theory. The study seeks
to answer two questions: (1) What narrative structure underlies this story?
(2) To what extent does this poem incorporate the main elements of a
narrative text? The findings indicate that the poem, as a highly detailed
oral narrative, contains most of the principal components of a narrative
text, and that the poet has succeeded in elevating the verse narrative to
the level of a fully developed story. The distinctions proposed in Jaap
Lintvelt’s theory between the real author, the implied author, the real
reader, and the implied reader, as well as the corresponding distinctions
involving the narrator and the narratee, are clearly discernible in the text.
Furthermore, the relationships between the narrator and the characters, as
well as between the real author and the implied author, are examined and
analyzed.
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1. Introduction

Narrative studies, as a relatively new field, have focused on texts with dramatic themes and
narrative structures, dividing them into smaller units to investigate their narrative
organization. These units fit together to complete the overall picture of the story. Before the
development of written literature, most fictional texts were transmitted orally, a fact that does
not affect their classification as fictional texts. As Roland Barthes points out: “The subject of
narration is carried out through language, whether written, oral, or visual, whether static or
moving. Through a coherent and organized movement, all these parts are organized together.
This is found in fables, tales, stories, proverbs, old sayings, cinema, history, drama, and lived
experiences” (Barthes, 1996, p. 7).

Written works have frequently been analyzed using Lintvelt’s theory. However, Kurdish
literature, like the literature of many other living languages, was rooted in folklore and oral
narrative traditions before its literary works were recorded. This raises the question of
whether such narratives can also be analyzed using this theory. Accordingly, among Kurdish
folkloric works, we have selected the poetic narrative Zembil-Frosh for analysis based on
Lintvelt’s theory. This poem originated in Northern Kurdish (Kurmanji) literature and was
later transmitted into Middle Kurdish (Sorani). It holds particular significance as an ancient
legacy of Kurdish folkloric literature and has been retold by numerous poets.

2. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on Jaap Lintvelt’s theory of
narrative genres. The corpus consists of the poem Zembil-Frosh. The data were collected
through library research and documentary analysis and were analyzed using content analysis.

3. Analysis

The Zembil-Frosh poem contains sixteen characters, some of whom are main characters and
others secondary characters. Deleuze describes and classifies character actions as either
primary and obligatory or secondary and voluntary. The secondary and optional roles of the
character and the interpreter can be interchanged, so that the interpreter’s essential roles
become optional roles of the character, while the character’s essential roles become optional
tasks for the interpreter. In this way, the narrator can express an ideology through the act of
interpretation.

Deleuze argues that narratives beginning with the first-person singular pronoun “I”” exhibit
similarities between the narrator and the characters because, in such narratives, the interpreter
performs both the descriptive and dramatic functions. In this way, the narrator and the
character can be distinguished: the narrator performs the act of narration, whereas the
character performs the action. He also argues that, in narratives beginning with “he” (the
third-person singular pronoun), there is no distinction between the narrator and the character,
as the narrator aligns with one of the characters, who performs both the action and the
description simultaneously.

Thus, Deleuze agrees with Barthes, as both consider the character and the narrator to be the
same person. However, Genette cautions that we should “ask who is the character who
determines the point of view of the narrative? Who is the interpreter then? In simple terms,
who sees and who speaks?” (Lintvelt, 1390, p. 23). Therefore, it is necessary to recognize that
the narrator and the character are distinct entities and should not be regarded as identical.

4. Conclusion

An examination of the artistic aspects of Zembil-Frosh, particularly within the framework of
narratology, reveals that although it is an ancient oral poem, it possesses a distinctive appeal
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that has made it an enduring part of Kurdish poetic traditions. The poem is not confined to a
single Kurdish dialect but has spread across several Kurdish dialects, including Central
Kurdish (Sorani) and Southern Kurdish. It has also been composed and rewritten by numerous
Kurdish poets.

The poem’s enduring power and appeal stem from its narrative form. In addition to the
significance of its content and purpose, the beauty of its language and its elevated narrative
style have enabled it to pass from one generation to another, rather than remain confined to a
narrow literary context. A close examination of Jaap Lintvelt’s theory initially raises the
question of how modern narrative theories can be applied to an ancient poem. However, the
evidence found in the poem indicates that it corresponds closely to the principles of these
theories. In other words, the poets who composed and retold the poem incorporated the
essential components of a narrative text, contributing to its endurance as an important
narrative work.

The analysis of the texts examined in this study reveals the effective use of narrative
techniques in Zembil-Frosh, a poem that has received relatively little scholarly attention,
particularly in its oral version as transmitted by Khader Darzi. The elements of Lintvelt’s
theory are clearly distinguishable, including the differences between the real and implied
author, the real and implied reader, and the real and implied narrator. The distinctions
between narrators and characters, as well as between real and implied authors, are also
evident. Thus, the poem not only functions as a fictional narrative but also demonstrates the
effective presence of these narrative components.
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