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: Abstract

: This study examines how politics is represented and enacted in the everyday
¢ lives of students at Yasouj University. It asks how students experience, interpret,
: and express the political within their daily practices. Drawing on theories of
: everyday politics, cultural representation, spatial practices, structure and agency,
: and subcultures, the study conceptualizes politics as embedded in micro-level
: actions, lifestyles, and lived spaces rather than formal political arenas. Using a
: qualitative grounded theory approach, data were collected through in-depth,
: semi-structured interviews with 18 students until theoretical saturation was
: achieved. The data were analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding. The
: findings reveal that politics is articulated informally and symbolically through
: clothing choices, language, cultural spaces, virtual interactions, and participation
: in subcultural practices. Although students often appear disengaged from
: conventional politics, they actively construct forms of political identity and
¢ agency through subtle tactics, everyday meanings, and soft forms of resistance.
: These practices redefine politics as a process of meaning-making and micro-
¢ political engagement, highlighting the dynamic presence of everyday politics
: within the local context of Yasouj.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Recent social and cultural transformations have
profoundly reshaped the ways in which politics is
understood and experienced, particularly among
younger generations. Classical models of political
participation—Ilargely  centered on electoral
engagement, party membership, and involvement in
formal institutions—are no longer sufficient to
explain contemporary forms of political agency.
Recent scholarship suggests that politics has
increasingly shifted from formal arenas to the realm
of everyday life, cultural practices, lifestyle choices,
and informal social interactions. Within this
framework, the concept of everyday politics or
micro-politics has emerged as a critical analytical
lens, referring to practices that may not appear
political at first glance but nonetheless carry
political meanings in relation to power, resistance,
identity, and representation. Young people,
especially  university  students, increasingly
experience and enact politics through cultural
consumption, bodily practices, media use, digital
platforms, and interpersonal relationships rather
than through traditional political institutions. This
tendency becomes particularly salient in societies
characterized by strong cultural traditions and
localized power structures. Despite these
developments, much of the existing research in Iran
remains anchored in quantitative, institutional, and
classical approaches to political participation, often
neglecting non-central, smaller cities and informal
dimensions of political life. The province of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad—and University of
Yasuj in particular—offers a unique socio-cultural
context for examining everyday politics. Students in
this setting simultaneously navigate traditional
familial and tribal structures and the influences of
modern global culture mediated through higher
education and social media. In such a context, the
absence of formal political participation should not
be simplistically interpreted as political apathy.
Instead, political engagement may manifest in
subtle, symbolic, and informal forms. Furthermore,
previous studies have frequently treated youth as a
homogeneous  group, overlooking gendered
differences in  political  experience  and
representation. Gender, as a central dimension of
social identity, plays a significant role in shaping
political subjectivities, especially in culturally
conservative environments.

Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the
following research question: How do students at
Yasuj University experience and represent politics
in their everyday lives?

2- Methods
This study adopts a qualitative research design
grounded in the methodology of grounded theory.

The aim is to uncover latent concepts, categories,
and patterns embedded in students’ lived
experiences of everyday politics. The fieldwork was
conducted at Yasuj University, and participants
were selected through purposive and theoretical
sampling to ensure conceptual richness and
diversity. The sampling process continued until
theoretical saturation was achieved, resulting in a
final sample of 18 students from different genders,
academic levels, disciplines, and age groups. Data
were collected through in-depth, open-ended, and
semi-structured interviews designed to elicit
participants”  narratives  regarding  political
meanings, constraints, strategies, and everyday
practices. All interviews were audio-recorded,
transcribed verbatim, and analyzed using the three-
stage coding process proposed by Glaser and
Strauss: open coding, axial coding, and selective
coding. During open coding, initial concepts were
extracted directly from the data. Axial coding
involved identifying relationships among concepts
and organizing them into broader categories.
Finally, selective coding integrated these categories
around a central core category that captured the
essence of the phenomenon under investigation. To
enhance the rigor and credibility of the study,
strategies such as member checking, detailed field
notes, thick description, and concurrent data
collection and analysis were employed.

3- Findings

The analysis revealed that students’ representations
of politics in everyday life are multifaceted, indirect,
and predominantly shaped by micro-political
practices. Several categories emerged across causal,
contextual, intervening, strategic, and consequential
dimensions. At the level of causal conditions,
interpersonal interactions, everyday experiences,
familial constraints, and the university environment
play a crucial role in shaping political perceptions
and practices. Students experience persistent
identity tensions between individuality, family
expectations, tradition, and modernity, within which
political meanings are continuously negotiated.
Contextual conditions include informal networks of
power, cultural and religious norms, social
inequalities, and gender differences, all of which
define the boundaries and possibilities of political
expression. The body, informal spaces, and identity
performances emerge as significant sites for the
representation of politics. Intervening conditions
consist of structural, legal, and cultural barriers that
restrict overt political participation and compel
students to adopt creative and adaptive strategies.
Formal and informal education also function as
forms of everyday political action, contributing to
political awareness and reflexivity. Students’
strategies primarily involve regulating speech,
employing silence as a meaningful practice, using
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irony and humor, engaging with digital spaces, and
relying on supportive social networks. These
strategies result in a form of political resilience,
characterized by low-risk participation, symbolic
action, and heightened political self-awareness. The
core category identified through selective coding is
“micro-politics and resilient representations of
politics in students’ everyday lives.” This category
encapsulates how politics is enacted not through
direct confrontation but through daily negotiations,
symbolic actions, and non-confrontational forms of
expression embedded in routine social practices.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that politics in the
everyday lives of Yasuj University students is
enacted through micro-political practices that are
fluid, informal, and deeply embedded in socio-
cultural contexts. These results align with the
theoretical insights of de Certeau, Scott, Bayat, Hall,
Butler, and Giddens, emphasizing everyday
resistance, symbolic action, and the interplay
between structure and agency. Students’ political
engagement is less rooted in formal institutions and
more closely tied to cultural choices, bodily
practices, spatial negotiations, language, and
everyday interactions. Gender differences are
particularly salient, especially in how bodies and

public spaces are used as sites of political
negotiation and representation.

The study underscores that ignoring informal and
everyday forms of political participation leads to an
incomplete understanding of youth political agency.
Consequently, cultural and university policy-
making should recognize micro-politics, support
low-risk cultural spaces, and facilitate informal
dialogue as viable forms of participation.

Overall, this research offers a renewed perspective
on politics as a lived, everyday experience rather
than a purely institutional phenomenon. It
demonstrates that politics among university students
is not absent but rather present in subtle, symbolic,
and context-sensitive forms that require analytical
frameworks attentive to cultural meanings and
everyday practices.
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