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Abstract

The traditional opposition between literary discourse and
mathematical thought has largely rested on the assumption that
formal and computational formulations are inherently incompatible
with the polysemy that governs the production, persistence, and
interpretation of meaning in literary discourse. Seen through this
angle, literary studies confront phenomena in which ambiguity and
interpretability take precedence over unique answers, whereas
mathematics and the formal sciences—conceived as systems founded
on precision, clarity, and generalizability—are deemed incapable of
engaging with meaning. Drawing on the concept of “semantic
inertia” and identifying “inertial worlds” within the conceptual
structures of literary narrative, this article shows that this dichotomy
is neither a theoretical necessity nor methodologically warranted. The
central problem lies not in the use of mathematical tools as such, but
in the claim that they offer explanatory adequacy for meaning. By
introducing the notion of “boundary conditions,” it is argued that,
alongside irreducible interpretive domains, there are spheres in which
formal models can legitimately help clarify structural constraints,
patterns of continuity, and the internal organization of narrative.
Finally, a case study of the prologue to the story of Bizhan and
Manizha in the Shahnama demonstrates that formal modeling,
without claiming to replace or reduce the interpretation of meaning in
literary discourse, can be rethought as one mode of intra-discursive
articulation of meaning.
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