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Identification and Hierarchical Structuring of Barriers to the
Internationalization of Iraq’s Higher Education System: An
Interpretive Structural Modeling Approach

Sirus Mansoori'*, Farzaneh Gharibi?, Karim Al-Naeimi®
Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying and categorizing the barriers to
the internationalization of Iraq’s higher education system. The research employed a case
study approach based on a modeling method. The statistical population consisted of key
experts—specifically faculty members from Iraqi universities—from which 28 individuals
were selected via purposive sampling. Data were collected using official documents and a
researcher-developed, self-administered questionnaire. Interpretive Structural Modeling
(ISM) was utilized for data analysis. The findings indicate that nine factors serve as barriers
to the internationalization of Iraq’s higher education system. Among these, the lack of
dynamic political engagement with developed nations emerges as the most fundamental
(foundational) factor. Furthermore, the low standing of Iraqi universities in international
rankings, the absence of necessary infrastructure and facilities, the failure to facilitate student
admission processes (politically and administratively), the lack of coherent national-level
policies regarding academic engagement, the absence of a dynamic and receptive structure
within higher education, and a perceived lack of security (social, physical, and political) for
international students all function as significant foundational barriers. Additionally,
localized/indigenous curricula and the insufficient global appeal of Iraqi universities were
identified as "superstructural" barriers—essentially acting as consequences of the
aforementioned foundational factors.
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