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Abstract

Imagology, a branch of literary criticism and intercultural studies,
examines the representation of the “Other” in texts and emphasizes
mutual understanding and cultural connections among nations. Within the
framework of comparative literature, this approach enables the study of
relationships between cultures. Sherko Bekas, one of the most prominent
contemporary Kurdish poets, refers in a significant portion of his poetry
to Arab artists and poets, representing their personalities and poetic
worlds with a language imbued with respect, admiration, and empathy.
These representations are sometimes based on the poet’s direct
experiences and realities, while at other times they employ rhetorical
devices and poetic exaggeration to convey symbolic and mythic
dimensions. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method,
investigates and analyzes the representation of the Arab poet as the
“Other” in Bekas’s poetry, aiming to elucidate how these images are
manifested within the linguistic, visual, and conceptual texture of his
works. The findings indicate that Bekas, by combining a realistic
perspective with poetic imagination, succeeds in establishing a
humanistic and literary connection between Kurdish and Arab cultural
spheres—a connection that not only enhances the aesthetic expression of
his poetry but also conveys a message of coexistence, friendship, and
mutual respect between cultures.
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1. Introduction

Imagology is an important approach in comparative literature and intercultural studies that
examines how the “Other” is represented in literary texts. From this perspective, the image of
the “Other” is not merely a reflection of the characteristics of a foreign individual or culture;
rather, it can reveal the attitudes, values, assumptions, and cultural relations of the writer or
society that produces the representation. Accordingly, examining the relationship between the
“Self” and the “Other” provides an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of literary and
cultural interactions among different communities.

Sherko Bekas, one of the most prominent contemporary Kurdish poets, refers in many of
his works to Arab poets, writers, and artists, reimagining them within the context of Kurdish
poetry. Their prominent presence suggests that Arabic literature is not merely a foreign
literary tradition for Bekas but also forms part of the cultural and literary space with which he
engages in dialogue. Focusing on the representation of the “Arab poet and artist” as the
“Other” in Bekas’s poetry, this study examines the modes of representation, the
characteristics of these portrayals, and their cultural and intercultural functions. The central
research question is: How does Sherko Bekas represent the Arab poet as the “Other” in his
poetry, and what role does this representation play in literary and cultural relations between
Kurdish and Arab communities?

2. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in the theoretical foundations of
imagology in comparative literature. The corpus comprises poems by Sherko Bekas in which
Arab poets, writers, and artists are referenced either directly or indirectly. The figures
examined include Abu Nuwas, al-Mutanabbi, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, Kahlil Gibran, Fuad al-
Takarli, Nawal El Saadawi, and Ahlam Mansour. The representations of the Other are
analyzed within three broad categories: positive, negative, and realistic or objective
representation. Particular attention is paid to linguistic and literary devices, metaphors,
symbols, intertextual references, and the ways in which Arab literary figures are juxtaposed
with the poet himself and Kurdish literary figures. The aim of the analysis is not merely to
identify Arab names or references in Bekas’s poetry but also to examine the attitudes
conveyed toward these figures and explain how the representation of the “Other” contributes
to the formation of intercultural dialogue.

3. Discussion

The findings indicate that the image of the “Arab Other” in Sherko Bekas’s poetry is
predominantly positive, appreciative, and sympathetic, whereas negative and confrontational
representations are comparatively rare. In the poem “The Three-Way Junction,” Abu Nuwas
appears alongside Omar Khayyam and Kurdish poets such as Goran, Hajar, and Hemin, while
the “path of poetry and wine” is presented as the poet’s preferred path. Abu Nuwas is thus
transformed from a historical Arab literary figure into a symbol of freedom, passion, artistic
creativity, and poetic life. Although this representation is predominantly positive, it also has a
realistic dimension, as Bekas retains Abu Nuwas’s well-known association with wine poetry
in his poetic portrayal.

In the poem “Forms of Death,” al-Mutanabbi and Badr Shakir al-Sayyab appear within a
symbolic and historical framework. The image of Hajjaj’s “sword” functions as a symbol of
violence, oppression, and death, whereas the presence of al-Mutanabbi and al-Sayyab
alongside Bekas suggests that poetry transcends historical and geographical boundaries. In
this poem, al-Mutanabbi and al-Sayyab are not portrayed as cultural strangers but as poets
who share a common human experience with the Kurdish poet. Their representation therefore
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has two significant dimensions. First, it conveys appreciation for their literary achievements,
emphasizing their innovation, courage, and literary stature. Second, it fosters an intercultural
perspective in which the poetic coexistence of Arab and Kurdish figures transcends ethnic and
linguistic boundaries.

A broader network of Arab literary, intellectual, and artistic figures emerges in the poem
“Ahlam Mansour.” Through references to works such as The Prophet and The Madman,
Kahlil Gibran is presented as a source of intellectual inspiration and awakening. In this
portrayal, Gibran assumes an idealistic, humanistic, and ethical character, and his art is
associated with wisdom and enlightened thought. Fuad al-Takarli, by contrast, represents
literary realism and the connection between literature and social life. The poet’s reference to
the “house of Fuad al-Takarli’s short story” suggests that the Arab Other can embody a
literary experience that reflects everyday realities and the lives of ordinary people. Badr
Shakir al-Sayyab is also evoked through the poetic image of “the bank of the Tigris, al-
Sayyab’s poem,” which establishes him as a significant and enduring presence in Arabic
poetry and highlights his contribution to the development of modern Arabic poetry.

The same poem introduces another dimension of the representation of Arab artists through
Nawal El Saadawi and Ahlam Mansour. As a writer and critical intellectual, EI Saadawi
symbolizes intellectual courage, social resistance, and advocacy for women’s rights. Ahlam
Mansour, meanwhile, occupies a central position in the poem, with her journey toward
education and awareness associated with a process of emancipation. Thus, the representation
of Arab women in Bekas’s poetry extends beyond the literary sphere to encompass social,
intellectual, and emancipatory values.

Taken together, these examples demonstrate that Sherko Bekas constructs an intertextual
and intercultural network by bringing together literary figures from different historical
periods, literary movements, and cultural contexts. Within this network, the “Other” gradually
moves beyond the position of a stranger to become a dialogue partner, a source of inspiration,
a fellow sufferer, and even a constituent element of the poetic identity of the “Self.” From this
perspective, the representation of Arab poets and artists in Bekas’s poetry can be understood
as a form of cultural dialogue in which literary influence is not necessarily unidirectional.
Rather, literary and intellectual elements from the two cultures are brought together through
an interactive process. The positive, realistic, and symbolic representations of Arab poets and
artists further suggest that Bekas reconfigures the image of the “Other” in accordance with
artistic, humanistic, social, and ethical values.

4. Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the image of the Arab poet and artist as the “Other” in Sherko
Bekas’s poetry is predominantly positive and appreciative, reflecting a sense of human and
cultural empathy. Abu Nuwas is represented as a symbol of passion and freedom; al-
Mutanabbi and al-Sayyab as innovative poets with whom the poet expresses affinity; Kahlil
Gibran as a spiritual and ethical model; Fuad al-Takarli as a representative of social realism;
and Nawal El Saadawi and Ahlam Mansour as symbols of awareness, resistance, and female
emancipation. These diverse modes of representation demonstrate that Bekas employs a range
of literary techniques, including metaphor, symbolism, intertextuality, and historical
juxtaposition, to construct the image of the “Other”.

The findings further indicate that the representation of the Arab “Other” in Bekas’s poetry
extends beyond the appreciation of individual literary figures to serve an identity-forming and
intercultural function. By incorporating Arab figures into the poetic space of Kurdish
literature, Bekas challenges ethnic and linguistic boundaries and creates a space for literary
dialogue between the two cultures. In this process, the “Other” is not portrayed as a rival or
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stranger but as a constructive element in the formation of the poet’s literary identity. Sherko
Bekas’s poetry can therefore be understood as a site of interaction, influence, and
convergence between Kurdish and Arabic literatures, where poetry and art transcend
geographical and ethnic boundaries. Ultimately, an imagological reading of Bekas’s poetry
suggests that encounters with the “Other” can foster mutual understanding, broaden literary
horizons, and strengthen human values such as friendship, respect, and peaceful cultural
coexistence.
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