Research in Teaching, Volume 14, Issue 1, 2026

6‘l""qmuk\"‘*";\‘

] : o
Research in Teaching
Print ISSN: 2476-5686 | Online ISSN: 2476-5600
Journal Homepage: https://trj.uok.ac.ir/ "
—

Reconstructing Artful Teaching in Virtual Space: A Study of the Lived

Experience of Teacher Bloggers

Saria rashidi'"*’, Seyedeh tina katourani®*=

1.: M.A. Student in Curriculum Studies, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, University of Kurdistan,
Sanandaj, Iran. Email: sarieh.rashidi@uok.ac.ir

2. Corresponding author, : M.A. Student in Curriculum Studies, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Humanities,

University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran. Email: tina.katourani@uok.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received 26 April 2026

Received in revised form 09
May 2026

Accepted 21 May 2026

Awvailable online 23 July 2026

Keywords:

aesthetic teaching,
instagram, blogger teachers,
virtual ethnography,
networked pedagogy.

Objective: This study investigates the lived experiences of Kurdish blogger teachers in
recreating “aesthetic teaching” within the virtual environment of Instagram.

Method: Employing an interpretive qualitative approach, this study utilized virtual
ethnography and systematic grounded theory analysis based on the Strauss and Corbin
framework. The study engaged 18 Kurdish teacher-bloggers, selected through purposive
criterion sampling. Data were gathered through six months of deep observation of social
media activities (posts, stories, and interactions) followed by online semi-structured
interviews. Data analysis involved open, axial, and selective coding to derive core themes.
Results: The findings indicate that the process of recreating aesthetic teaching is
conceptualized through three main categories: (1) pedagogical staging, characterized by
creative performance and the construction of an inspirational teacher persona; (2)
aestheticization of knowledge, involving visual innovation and the design of instructional
scenarios; and (3) networked co-creation, which transforms students from passive
consumers into active participants through dialogic ecosystems. Teachers integrated local
identity, cultural narratives, and digital aesthetics to transform teaching into a meaningful,
identity-based performance.

Conclusions: Text. Text

The study concludes that teaching on Instagram is a complex educational-communicative
performance that bridges local identity and digital aesthetics. It suggests that digital
pedagogy should evolve from one-way content transmission to a performative, networked
model. These findings provide significant implications for teacher training, highlighting
the necessity of developing skills in interactive content creation, digital storytelling, and
audience engagement strategies.
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Introduction

The expansion of social networking platforms has created new spaces for teaching, learning,
and teacher identity construction. Instagram, in particular, has become an environment in which
teachers present knowledge, perform professional identities, interact with audiences, and
experiment with creative pedagogy. In this environment, aesthetic teaching is not the addition
of decorative visual elements to instruction; rather, it connects artistic expression, cultural
meaning, teacher identity, and learning. EXxisting studies, however, have often examined
aesthetic education theoretically or focused on the technical affordances of digital platforms.
Less attention has been paid to how teachers experience, interpret, and enact aesthetic teaching
in everyday social media contexts while negotiating the algorithmic, performative, and
interactive logic of Instagram. Therefore, this study aimed to explore how Kurdish teacher-
bloggers recreate aesthetic teaching in the Instagram environment and to develop a context-
sensitive explanation of this process.

Method

This qualitative study was conducted within an interpretive paradigm and combined virtual
ethnography with systematic grounded theory based on Strauss and Corbin. The research field
consisted of Kurdish teachers actively producing educational content on Instagram as teacher-
bloggers. Participants were selected through purposive criterion sampling. Inclusion criteria
comprised formal employment as a teacher, a public Instagram account focused predominantly
on teaching, educational content incorporating Kurdish cultural signs, language, or elements, at
least one year of continuous activity, and meaningful interaction with followers. Initially, 36
teacher pages meeting these criteria were identified. Invitations to online interviews were sent
to all 36, and 18 agreed to participate. The final sample included 10 women and 8 men from
elementary, lower-secondary, and upper-secondary education. Data were collected through six
months of deep observation of public Instagram pages, including posts, reels, stories, visual and
textual materials, cultural symbols, music, Kurdish language use, and audience interactions.
Field notes and screenshots were also recorded. Online semi-structured interviews then
explored participants’ motivations, creative processes, cultural identity, and audience-
management strategies. Analysis followed constant comparison through open, axial, and
selective coding. In open coding, 112 initial codes were identified; six overlapping or redundant
codes were removed or integrated. Related codes were grouped into higher-level categories
during axial coding, and selective coding integrated them around the central phenomenon of
pedagogical performance. Theoretical saturation was reached during the fourteenth interview,
although interviews continued to the eighteenth participant to strengthen category development
and confirm saturation.

Findings

The analysis produced three overarching categories: pedagogical staging, aestheticization of
knowledge, and networked co-creation. Together, these categories constitute a performative
and networked model of teaching in which teacher, knowledge, aesthetic form, cultural identity,
and audience are continuously connected.

The first category, pedagogical staging, refers to the deliberate transformation of Instagram into
a stage for artistic teaching performance. It consists of creative performance and an inspirational
teacher persona. Teacher-bloggers used body language, changes in tone, storytelling, acting,
direct eye contact with the camera, cultural clothing, Kurdish expressions, and local music to
capture and maintain attention. These practices indicate movement from the conventional
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teacher as knowledge transmitter toward a pedagogical performer who consciously manages
presence and communication online. Participants also constructed inspirational personas by
displaying experiences, including preparation, effort, failure, continuous learning, cultural
attachment, and responses to students’ emotional concerns. Professional identity was thus
performed through expertise, authenticity, cultural rootedness, and inspirational
communication.

The second category, aestheticization of knowledge, concerns the creative transformation of
abstract curriculum content into visually engaging learning experiences. It includes creative
visualization and instructional scenario design. Teachers used animation, graphics, stop-
motion, interactive maps, green-screen effects, local materials, humor, and rhythmic
presentation to make complex concepts more accessible. For example, local fruits represented
mathematical fractions, while biological processes were represented through animated
characters. Teachers also designed narrative scenarios in which grammatical concepts became
mysteries, chemical elements were personified as villagers, and geographical concepts were
embedded in survival stories. These practices transformed learning from memory-based
reception into an experiential process involving curiosity, imagination, emotion, and problem
solving. Aestheticization therefore functioned as a cognitive and affective strategy for
mediating knowledge.

The third category, networked co-creation, describes the transition from one-way content
delivery to participatory and dialogic learning. It includes participatory activation and a dialogic
ecosystem. Teacher-bloggers used question boxes, challenges, polls, live sessions, remix
functions, comments, and student-generated videos to involve learners in producing educational
content. Students were encouraged to solve problems, conduct experiments, record teaching
performances, participate in live discussions, and remix teachers’ videos. Teachers also
transformed comment sections, stories, and live sessions into spaces for peer interaction,
collective problem solving, emotional exchange, and discussion of academic concerns.
Learners consequently moved from passive consumers toward active contributors and partners
in learning. The teacher retained a guiding role but increasingly exercised authority through
facilitation rather than direct control.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that aesthetic teaching on Instagram is a complex educational and
communicative performance rather than a simple digital transfer of classroom content. Its
reconstruction occurs through the interaction of pedagogical staging, aestheticization of
knowledge, and networked co-creation. This process reshapes teacher identity, knowledge
representation, and the learner’s position within the educational relationship. The study
therefore proposes a performative-networked pedagogy in which digital teaching is embodied,
culturally situated, visually mediated, and participatory. A key contribution is its emphasis on
integrating Kurdish cultural identity with digital aesthetics, showing that culturally grounded
practices can become resources for pedagogical creativity rather than merely symbolic
additions. The findings suggest that teacher education programs should move beyond technical
training and address creative performance, visual communication, instructional scenario design,
digital storytelling, aesthetic literacy, audience engagement, and ethical online interaction.
Curriculum designers and policymakers should recognize social media as a legitimate
pedagogical environment and support creative, interactive, culturally responsive, and ethically
responsible practices. The findings should nevertheless be interpreted in light of the study’s
limitations, particularly its focus on Kurdish teacher-bloggers and a single platform. Future
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research could examine students’ experiences, compare cultural and linguistic communities,
and investigate similar practices across YouTube, Telegram, and TikTok. Longitudinal and
mixed-method studies could further examine effects on learner engagement, comprehension,
participation, and identity formation.
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