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February,21, This study employs a critical discourse analysis approach, based on Norman
2026 ¢ Fairclough's three-dimensional model, to examine how women's identity and
Accepted: i social agency are represented within a segment of Iranian feminist-literary
May, 19, 2026 ¢ discourse. To this end, two works by Zoya Pirzad—Three Books and I Turn
Available Off the Lights—have been analyzed as examples of female narrative in
online: : contemporary Iranian fiction. The findings indicate that female identity in

June,05, 2026

i these works is shaped at the intersection of traditional family-oriented
i discourse and modernist individualistic discourse. At the textual level, the
¢ representation of women is realized through vocabulary and imagery
¢ associated with home, care, silence, routinization, self-sacrifice, and family

Keywords: : - 1C ; 23 :
Identity, Social respons1.b1hty%lements that position women as caring, or@er—gmng subjects
Agency, : predominantly confined to the private sphere. At the interpretive level,
Feminism, i Pirzad's narratives reveal that domination over women is not exerted solely
Female through men's direct actions, but is reproduced through family relationships,
Subjectivity, : maternal expectations, social judgments, and the internalization of patriarchal

Agency, Zoya
Pirzad.

i norms. At the explanatory level, the article demonstrates that Pirzad's literary
¢ discourse, on the one hand, uncovers the mechanisms of naturalization of
: domination, silence, and female self-suppression, and on the other hand,
i highlights the hidden possibilities of resistance, self-awareness, and the
i redefinition of female subjectivity within the fabric of everyday life. The
: theoretical contribution of this research lies in showing that female agency in
: these works is represented not as open and radical opposition to the dominant
order, but rather in the form of micro-, gradual, and sometimes unstable
moments of awareness, doubt, dissatisfaction, and detachment from
: established roles. Accordingly, Pirzad's fiction can be considered a domain in

which the Iranian woman is portrayed not merely as a victim of patriarchal
discourse, but as a subject negotiating with tradition, family, body, language,
and the limited yet meaningful possibilities of social agency.
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1. Introduction

In today’s world, the question of women’s social participation has not only
retained its relevance, but has become an undeniable necessity for the social,
cultural, and economic development of societies. Nevertheless, the spread of
this outlook does not mean that discrimination, constraints, or the structural
challenges facing women have been fully eliminated. In many societies, newer
forms of control, exclusion, and restriction continue to be reproduced in more
hidden social, cultural, and linguistic layers. The question of woman, therefore,
is not confined to her presence or absence in the public sphere; it is also bound
up with how her identity, agency, and social position are represented in
dominant and competing discourses. In Iran, too, the question of woman has
taken shape precisely within such a discursive field and at the intersection of
tradition and modernity. In this context, woman is not merely a biological or
social subject, but a discursive construct that is redefined, each time in a
particular way, in the encounter with competing narratives. Drawing on the
theoretical foundations of social representation and feminist discourse analysis,
and employing Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of critical discourse
analysis (1989) as its analytical framework, the present study examines two
major works by the Iranian woman writer Zoya Pirzad: I Will Turn Off the
Lights and the short-story collection Three Books. These works were selected
because of their direct focus on women’s lives, identities, and agency within
Iranian society, and were therefore judged suitable for studying gendered
discourses and forms of feminine resistance in narrative and linguistic contexts.
2. Materials & Methods

The research method of this article is critical discourse analysis, with a focus on
Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model (1989). Within this framework, the
data have been analyzed at three levels: description, interpretation, and
explanation. At the level of description, the literary texts have been analyzed
qualitatively in order to extract the discourses present at the lexical, syntactic, and
semantic levels. Data collection in this study was carried out through conceptual
coding and the identification of semantic themes. To this end, passages from Zoya
Pirzad’s two works—Three Books and I Will Turn Off the Lights—that referred,
directly or implicitly, to categories related to women’s agency, identity formation,
or resistance were selected as “units of analysis.” These passages were chosen
according to the criterion of conceptual saturation: that is, those excerpts were
selected that displayed the highest semantic density in representing the discourses
targeted by the study, and in which the recurrence of concepts led to the
emergence or consolidation of central themes.

3. Discussion & results

In the theoretical framework of the study, representation—particularly from a social
perspective—followed by feminist discourse, agency and women, critical discourse
analysis, and Fairclough’s model are discussed in detail. Fairclough’s model of critical
discourse analysis (1989) comprises three interrelated analytical processes, each
corresponding to one of the three “dimensions of discourse.” The first process,
description, addresses the grammar and vocabulary of the text. The second,
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interpretation, situates the text within its sociocultural context. The third, explanation,
accounts for the text within that same sociocultural context. These three processes
correspond to three interlocking dimensions of discourse. The first dimension focuses
on the textual structure of the material to be analyzed. The second concerns the
processes through which the text is produced and received—for instance, whether it is
written or spoken, and whether it is read, seen, or heard. The third dimension
concentrates on the sociohistorical conditions that govern the production of the text.
These three dimensions relate to different levels of social organization:

the situational level: the immediate social setting in which the social action takes place;
the institutional level: the broader context of the particular social activity;

the social level: the overall social structure of society.

To explain and understand the nature of social action, the effects operating at each of
these three levels (situational, institutional, and social) must be taken into account,
because at each level the “reader’s interpretive background,” which Fairclough terms
members’ resources, is formed or transformed. The value of this dual three-layered
analytical method is twofold: on the one hand, it provides multiple points of entry into
the text; on the other, through the interweaving and overlap of these processes,
linguistic patterns become more readily visible than they would in a linear approach.

4. conclusion

The present study showed that the representation of women’s agency in Iranian
fiction is shaped not only by micro-level semantic structures of language and
narrative, but also by macro-level social and ideological discourses. The findings
indicate that contemporary Iranian literature, particularly in the work of women
writers such as Zoya Pirzad, provides a complex space for representing women’s
identity and agency—a space in which woman is constituted in the tension between
tradition and modernity, agency and silence, self-sacrifice and individuality.
Analysis based on Fairclough’s critical discourse approach showed that, at the level
of description, linguistic and semantic structures such as repetition, parroting, and an
emphasis on everyday order function as central signifiers in the representation of the
obedient housewife. At the level of interpretation, these discourses are reproduced
through micro-social mechanisms such as the roles of mother, wife, and sister, and
compel the female subject to occupy established roles. At the level of explanation,
they are bound up with macro-patriarchal structures, symbolic authoritarianism, and
cultural orders that constrain or redefine women’s agency. Woman is not merely a
passive subject vis-a-vis patriarchal discourse; she is at times also an agent in the
reproduction of that same order. As Foucault emphasizes, power is not exercised
from above, but permeates the various layers of social relations. This is clearly
observable in Pirzad’s stories, where the mother, the daughter, or even children
appear as bearers of the order of domination. In the works under study, literature as a
discursive space both makes possible a critique of, and distancing from, the order of
domination and can play a part in reproducing it. Within this field, moments of
feminine resistance, however fragile, constitute the initial points of semantic
transformation and point to literature’s capacity to construct feminine agency.
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