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Introduction

In recent decades, increasing linguistic and cultural diversity has established bilingual education as a
critical concern for modern educational systems. Bilingual classrooms are inherently dynamic
environments where diverse communicative practices intersect to shape the teaching and learning
process (Kulikov, 2023). In such contexts, relying exclusively on verbal language for knowledge
transmission is often insufficient to address the communicative complexities and cognitive needs of
bilingual students. This pedagogical limitation may hinder classroom participation, impede
conceptual understanding, and exacerbate educational inequality (Baker, 2011).

The present study addresses this challenge by examining authentic teacher—student interactions
through the lens of Multimodal Discourse Analysis (MDA). By analyzing the interplay of auditory,
visual, and bodily modalities, this research identifies dominant instructional discourse patterns and
extracts core components of a multimodal pedagogy. The objective is to provide an analytical account
of how semiotic resources are orchestrated within the classroom to enhance educational quality. This
study is guided by two research questions: 1. What semiotic components of multimodal discourse do
teachers employ in bilingual primary classroom instruction? 2. What roles do the auditory, visual,
and bodily modalities play in relation to one another in shaping classroom interactional discourse?
By conducting a qualitative case study in Baluchi—Persian bilingual classrooms, this research aims
to offer a rigorous analysis of how semiotic resources are mobilized to bridge linguistic gaps and

facilitate meaningful learning.

A brief note of previous works

In the Iranian context, research on bilingual classroom discourse with a focus on authentic
instructional interactions remains limited. Much domestic scholarship has either confined its analysis
to the linguistic features of educational texts (Javadi, 2022) or addressed visual elements solely within
textbooks and media (Sahragard, 2016; Majdizadeh & Ravadrad, 2024). Other studies (Athari et al.,
2025; Vaisi et al., 2025; Mahmoudabadi, 2025) have focused on discourse analysis within broader
literary or sociocultural contexts rather than the dynamics of classroom interaction. This gap is
significant, as students in underserved borderland regions are frequently educated in bilingual
environments where learning quality is deeply shaped by teachers’ multimodal practices.

Conversely, international research demonstrates that learning in bilingual settings is not merely a
linguistic process but emerges from a complex interplay of semiotic resources (Baker, 2011;
Cummins, 2000; Bednarek, 2019). These studies emphasize that meaning-making is multimodal,
shaped by coordinated patterns of speech, gesture, gaze, and material artifacts. Consequently,
effective pedagogy depends on the teacher’s ability to strategically orchestrate these resources. The
present study addresses this gap by grounding its analysis in actual teacher—student interactions, using

Multimodal Discourse Analysis to uncover the mechanisms shaping instructional communication.
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Theoretical framework
Multimodal Discourse Analysis is a theoretical approach that does not regard meaning as a purely
linguistic phenomenon; rather, it considers meaning to be the product of the simultaneous interaction
of diverse semiotic resources within a specific socio-cultural context (Farsani & Mendez, 2023).
From this perspective, the production and interpretation of meaning in communicative situations,
including the classroom, take place through the combination of various semiotic systems such as
speech, image, bodily movement, gaze, and spatial organization. Meaning, therefore, is not a static
or isolated entity; rather, it is a dynamic and context-dependent process that is formed in the course
of social action (Lim, 2021). The theoretical origins of Multimodal Discourse Analysis can be traced
to social semiotics and to the extension of Halliday’s (1978) Systemic Functional Grammar. Within
this framework, language, as one of the semiotic systems, encompasses three main functions, or
metafunctions: representational, interpersonal, and textual. These metafunctions indicate that every
act of meaning simultaneously involves the representation of experience, the regulation of social
relations, and the organization of meaning elements into a coherent whole (Kress & van Leeuwen,
2001). By extending this functional logic beyond language, Multimodal Discourse Analysis is based
on the principle that non-linguistic modes also possess the same meaning-making capacities and can
be analyzed according to those same fundamental functions (Kress & van Leeuwen, 2006).
Accordingly, classroom discourse is regarded as an inherently multimodal discourse; that is, a space
in which meaning is constructed and conveyed not only through the speech of teachers and students,
but also through the ways in which the board, images, instructional tools, bodily movements,
gestures, and gaze direction are used (Jewitt, 2013). In educational settings, different modes do not
operate independently; rather, through their interaction with one another, they form a network of

semiotic resources.

Research methodology
The present study was conducted using a qualitative research design grounded in an interpretivist
paradigm. The theoretical approach underpinning the research is classroom discourse analysis, within
which language is regarded as only one of the meaning making resources, while other semiotic
systems—such as images, bodily movement, and spatial organization—are considered to play an
equally significant role in the construction of meaning.The research context consisted of third grade
Persian language classrooms in the Jalq district of Saravan County, where students are educated in a
Baluchi—Persian bilingual setting. In these classrooms, students’ first language is Baluchi, while
Persian is learned primarily through formal schooling. The participants in the study included two
third grade primary school teachers and the students in their respective classes. The primary data
were collected through non participant observation and video recordings of six complete teaching
sessions of the third grade Persian language course. The total duration of the recorded video data was

306 minutes.
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Conclusion
The findings of the study indicate that the instructional discourse of the bilingual classrooms under
investigation possesses considerable potential in terms of multimodality; however, this potential has
not been fully actualized. The predominance of the auditory mode, together with the limited and
uncoordinated use of visual and bodily modes, suggests that teachers rely more on traditional
teaching patterns than on a multimodal logic of instruction. Moreover, a more conscious use of visual
and bodily modes could play a more effective role in facilitating the learning of bilingual students.

The analysis of the data obtained in this study indicates that it is not possible to determine a fixed
and predetermined model for the use of the dominant mode and complementary modes within a
multimodal discourse framework. Rather, a flexible and context sensitive framework should be
considered. Such a framework allows teachers to employ complementary modes in different ways
according to instructional objectives, students’ linguistic proficiency levels, and lesson content.
Based on the research data and drawing on the two principles of effectiveness and economy, the main
components of a multimodal teaching approach can be explained as follows:

The beginning and the end of the class should be primarily based on the auditory mode as the
dominant mode, since the transmission of instructions and the summarization of concepts through
speech are both economical and effective. In the stages of content presentation, explanation of
linguistic points, and practice activities, visual and bodily modes should be used purposefully as
complementary resources in order to create semantic synergy. The simultaneous use of multiple
modes is justified only when it contributes to a clearer understanding of meaning and avoids

unnecessary cognitive load.
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