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1. Introduction

Narratology is an important approach to textual analysis, and Geérard Genette is regarded as
one of its foremost theorists. In Genette’s framework, narrative can be examined in terms of
three distinct levels: story, discourse (or narrative), and narrating. These levels distinguish
between the events being recounted, the manner in which those events are presented, and the
act of narrating itself. This distinction provides a useful framework for a more precise
analysis of the narrative structure of the Khavaran-Nameh-ye Gurani. Accordingly, drawing
on Genette’s theory, this study examines narrative voice in the Khavaran-Nameh-ye Girant,
focusing on how narrative mechanisms related to the narrator, the time of narrating, and the
narrative level contribute to the construction of meaning in this epic-religious poem.

Drawing on the principles of structuralist narratology, particularly Genette’s theoretical
framework, this study seeks to illuminate one of the text’s less-examined yet significant
dimensions: narrative voice. This dimension is involved not only in the presentation of events
but also in shaping the reader’s interpretation of the characters, incidents, and ideological
atmosphere of the work. From this perspective, narrative voice in the Khavaran-Nameh is not
merely a means of recounting events; rather, it plays an active role in foregrounding the text’s
epic, religious, and ethical themes. The Khavaran-Nameh can therefore be understood not
simply as a narrative text but also as an expression of a particular religious and epic
worldview that is conveyed and reinforced through narration.

The central research questions are as follows: Who is the narrator in the Khavaran-
Nameh-ye Gurani? How does the narrator narrate the events? What distance does the narrator
maintain from the story world? What effect does this mode of narration have on the
communication of the work’s meanings? Regarding previous scholarship on this text, the
present study appears to be among the few independent studies to examine the Khavaran-
Nameh-ye Gurant through the lens of narratological theory. It therefore seeks to address an
existing gap in the research by offering a focused analysis of narrative voice in this work.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach. First, the relevant
components of Gérard Genette’s theory of narrative voice were identified. The Khavaran-
Nameh-ye Gurani was then analyzed in terms of these components. The analysis focuses on
three key aspects of narrative voice: the identity of the narrator, the time of narrating, and the
narrative level.

In examining the identity of the narrator, the study distinguishes between heterodiegetic
and homodiegetic narrators. With regard to the time of narrating, it considers four categories:
subsequent narration, simultaneous narration, preceding narration, and interpolated narration.
In analyzing narrative levels, the study examines extradiegetic narration and its relationship to
other narrative levels.

The analysis is based on close reading of the text and the systematic application of
Genette’s theoretical framework to its narrative features. Rather than relying on statistical data
or quantitative methods, the study interprets the text qualitatively to identify the functions of
narration and demonstrate how narrative voice contributes to the organization of the narrative
and the reader’s experience of it.

3. Discussion

This section analyzes the position and function of narrative voice in the Khavaran-Nameh-ye
Gurant. In this work, narration is not merely a recounting of historical or legendary events;
rather, it presents the battles and deeds of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib and his companions against their
enemies in a purposeful and ideologically meaningful manner. The mode of narration is



Volume X11, Issue 1, Series 21 Journal of Kiurdish Literature | 127

therefore fundamental to the interpretation of the text, as the narrator’s choice of perspective,
tone, temporal arrangement, and degree of intervention shapes the audience’s understanding
of the work’s themes.

Regarding the identity of the narrator, the analysis indicates that the narrator of the
Khavaran-Nameh is predominantly heterodiegetic; that is, the narrator does not participate as
a character in the story world but recounts events from outside it. The narrator also adopts an
omniscient perspective, offering value judgments, interpretive explanations, and guidance that
shape the reader’s response. Consequently, the narrative is not neutral but is imbued with a
distinct religious and epic perspective. In some passages, the narrator’s direct interventions
are also evident, suggesting that the narrator functions not merely as a transmitter of events
but also as an interpreter and, at times, a guide for the reader.

From the perspective of the time of narrating, the analysis shows that the narrative of the
Khavaran-Nameh is structured primarily through subsequent narration, in which events are
recounted after they have occurred. This temporal arrangement allows the narrator to do more
than present events: it also enables their interpretation and evaluation. Nevertheless, in certain
passages, the narration approaches simultaneity or takes on a proleptic quality by anticipating
subsequent events. These shifts in temporal arrangement, particularly in battle scenes and
depictions of extraordinary events, enhance the narrative’s dynamism and intensify its
suspense, excitement, and emotional impact.

At the level of narrative discourse, the narrator operates at the extradiegetic level, narrating
from outside the story world. This position establishes a hierarchical distinction between the
narrator’s level and the world of the characters and can reinforce the narrator’s authority. As a
result, the narrative acquires an epic and didactic quality. This position is particularly
significant in a work such as the Khavaran-Nameh, which seeks not only to recount wars and
acts of valor but also to affirm religious and ethical values. Accordingly, narrative voice plays
an active role in presenting and reinforcing notions of legitimacy, heroism, and sanctity.

4. Conclusion

Narrative voice in the Khavaran-Nameh-ye Gurani plays a central role in organizing meaning
and conveying the work’s worldview. The predominantly extradiegetic narrator, who recounts
events primarily through subsequent narration, draws on narrative distance and authority to
present events in ways that foreground the poem’s epic and religious themes. Narrative voice
in this work is therefore more than a narrative technique; it is an integral element in shaping
the text’s meanings, values, and literary identity.

This study demonstrates that an analysis of the Khavaran-Nameh-ye Gurani through
Gérard Genette’s narratological framework, particularly his theory of narrative voice, can
illuminate deeper dimensions of the text’s structure and function. The article’s principal
contribution lies in offering a systematic analysis of this religious-epic poem through an
established theoretical framework and highlighting the importance of narratological
approaches to classical Gorani texts.
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