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: Abstract

:  The present study was conducted with the aim of studying the semantic

¢ implications of language learning patterns among families in llam. Given the

: structural nature of the phenomenon under study, the paradigm used is an

: interpretive one with a qualitative approach and a phenomenological method.

: The target population included families with children in llam in 1403, and on

¢ this basis, purposeful snowball sampling was used. The data collection method

: was in-depth interviews, which were saturated based on interviews with twenty-

: five parents. The Clark and Brown model was used to analyze the information

: obtained. Verifiability was achieved through the researcher's continuous

: presence in the research field and accurate extraction of interviews and the use

: of evaluators' opinions, which were interpreted into twenty-nine (initial code),

: fifteen sub-themes, and seven main themes (maintaining cultural identity,

. : maintaining linguistic authenticity, ease of the mother tongue, linguistic
Keywords: Patterns, mo_therhood, : stuttering, linguistic ambiguity, linguistic confusion, linguistic alienation). The
standard, language learning ¢ results showed that the desire to learn and teach in the mother tongue has always
: been considered, indicating the importance of the local language as an ethnic
¢ identity.

Received: October 16, 2024
Accepted: April 13, 2025
Available Online: June 22, 2026

| Ali Mohammadi, S., Ghasemi, Y. (2026). A semantic approach to using the mother tongue in the language
i learning process. Sociology of Culture and Art, 8 (3), 1-10.

Corresponding author: Yarmohamad Ghasemi

Address: Faculty of Literature and Humanities, llam University, Ilam, Iran
Email: y.ghasemi@ilam.ac.ir



A semantic approach to using the mother tongue in the language learning process

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Language as the most common means of human
interaction and at the same time the most special
symbolic tool, with various meanings, is related to
human history. One of the examples of this general
and special nature of language is the ratio of
standard language and mother tongue. With the
emergence and expansion of modernity from 16th
century in the west and its expansion in other
societies, a phenomenon known as globalization was
formed. Language, as an immaterial element, was
also included in this matter. In such a way that the
standard language on a national scale, due to the
growth of the nation state, is gradually narrowing the
space for local and mother tongues. The present
research has been carried out in line with the
position and contribution of the mother tongue in the
city of Ilam. With a semantic approach, to study how
to use the mother tongue in the language learning
process. Therefore, considering the constructed
nature of the phenomenon under study, he used the
interpretation paradigm in order to identify the use
of the mother tongue by the parents with the help of
those semantic implications.

2- Methods

The present study was conducted in line with the
status and status of mother tongue in the city of llam.
In order to study, with a semantic approach, how the
mother tongue is used in the language learning
process of children. Therefore, considering the
structural nature of the phenomenon under study, the
interpretive paradigm was used in order to identify
the use of mother tongue by parents with the help of
semantic implications. Following this paradigm, the
qualitative or emic approach forms the
epistemological and methodological basis of the
present study. The method used is also descriptive
phenomenology. The reason for using this method is
the sensitivity of the issue and understanding the
depth of the parents' reasons in this regard, based on
the lived experiences they face. Based on this, the
authors have tried to use structures and concepts to
create the greatest proportion in providing
theoretical sensitivity to this issue. The target
population in the present study includes all families
who have a child or children in 1403. Since family
is a broad concept and includes at least two
generations of people, in the present study, parents
were determined as the target population of the
study and one of them, the father and mother, was to
participate as a participant or informant in the
interview. To maximize the quality of the study, it
was decided that the interviewer would visit the

family and conduct an interview if the parents were
willing, otherwise the interviewer would leave the
participant aside and collect information with the
parents of the families who had this desire. Also, to
increase the visibility of the samples, an attempt was
made to consider the comprehensiveness of the
sample and use a variety of participants in the
interview, taking into account their occupation,
education, and age. The type of purposive sampling
and the snowball model should be selected. In order
to obtain comprehensive information and also to
enter into the mental and deep angles of the
interview participants, the in-depth interview
method was chosen among the data collection
methods. In conducting the interviews, the tendency
towards theoretical saturation was always
considered step by step, meaning that by conducting
several interviews and reviewing the information
gathered in the research field, the authors controlled
how this saturation was achieved or not, until
finally, through interviews with 25 cases, this
saturation was achieved. The Brown and Clark
framework was used in data analysis. In this method,
data were identified from the interviews, then codes
(data characteristics) were created, then by
examining the codes, initial themes were identified,
and then each theme was placed in a subgroup. In
the next step, the desired themes were examined
against the data set to determine whether the themes
expressed the data and codes intended in the
research or not. After removing and correcting
irrelevant themes, the remaining themes were named
and interpreted. In other words, in this stage, the
codes, themes, and data were examined in
accordance with the opinions and approval of
researchers and external observers in order to be
interpreted. To determine the validity and achieve
verifiability, both through the continuous presence
of the authors in the research field and through the
use of the opinions of the evaluators (which included
two referees outside the work process), the research
process was carried out manually, and this method
was adopted due to the researchers' concern for
accurate extraction of information.

3- Findings

After analyzing the information, 29 concepts (initial
codes), 15 sub-themes, and 7 main themes were
identified and described and interpreted. These 7
themes are: maintaining linguistic authenticity,
maintaining cultural identity, linguistic ease,
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confusion and alienation.
interpreting the themes, an attempt was made to
provide at least two witness examples (quotes from
participants) for each interpretation and explanation
of the theme. The attempt of the present article to

In the process of

question this issue: Based on what semantic
implications do the studied families teach their
children the mother tongue? In line with the answer
to this question, the informants consider their most
important concern this field to be preserving the
originality and roots as well as maintaining the
native culture. From their point of view, the mother
tongue is like a bastion and protection under which
one can defend against the invasion of the standard
language and the globalization of the language. In
most of the comments, they use the word out, which
is a symbol of collective identity and its relation to
the mother tongue, and as a factor differentiating
themselves from others. The mother tongue is an
easy and easy language as well as a means of
identity, and it is like a medium through which the
cultural identity of the society can be transmitted.
You can save your children from the risk of
stuttering. The argument of the informants is that
because some of the words of the mother tongue do
not have equivalents in the Persian language,
therefore mastering this language will prevent the
creation of linguistic ambiguity.

4- Discussion & Conclusion
As a theoretical approach according to the findings
of the article, it can be said that the mother tongue

; t
Bernstein refers to. The mother tongue is the shaper
of identity and the agent of transferring culture to the
future, an idea that Chomsky put forward. Since the
mother tongue is transferred to an individual during
social interaction. The concept that John Searle
discussed. In the final summary, the tendency to
teach the mother tongue is still of interest in the
society of llam. This indicates the importance of the
local language as an ethnic identifier. Because from
Giddens' point of view, this preference for the
standard language, which was stated in most of the
interviews, can once again strengthen the idea of
coexistence of local and national identity in the field
of language. And the last word is that the use of the
phenomenological approach and the matching of
some of the findings of the current research with
some of the experts' concepts in the conceptual
framework can be one of the theoretical
achievements and the hard work method of the
present article.
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