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: Abstract

: The film "Breath" by Narges Abiyar has such characteristics and has managed
¢ to attract the opinion of critics and audiences, but despite this, it has been less
: analyzed. With a practical purpose, this research aims to analyze the role of the
: point of view in the filmic space. The research method is based on the ideas of
: Edward Branigan and the method of quantitative cinemetrics studies. Branigan
: pays special attention to the discussion of point of view and its cinematic form.
: He considers the POV shot as an example of the subjectivity or narrative of the
: character. The results of this analysis show that the director of the film has
: correctly used Branigan's arrangements to build and expand a dominant point of
: view throughout the film and create a first-person narrative. About 60% of the
: duration and shots of the film are specifically dedicated to showing the character
: or her view in three forms: POV shots and OTS shots and her imagination in the
¢ form of animation. The result of the devices examined in the film Breath is the
: focalization of the narrative by focusing on the character Bahar, which has
: resulted in the audience's empathy with this character. The proportion of POV
: shots in the film is much higher than other films in the world and is about 7 times
¢ the maximum of similar cases. Therefore, the visual system of this film is a
: special and unique case.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Point of view is an important element in narrative,
and many researchers have tried to analyze and
study its features. Iranian cinema has remarkable
works in which the point of view of the main
character has played a major role in the film's
narrative. The film "Breath" by Narges Abyar has
such features, but it has been less studied. The aim
of this research is to analyze the role of point of view
in the filmic space, and its main issue is to examine
the features of the point of view of the main
character in the narrative of the film. Despite
numerous studies on point of view based on
Branigan's ideas, analyzing the point of view in the
narrative of Iranian films has not been the focus of
researchers so far, and Branigan's ideas have not
been used in Persian articles and theses. Therefore,
the purpose and method of this research are novel.
In addition, quantitative and cinemetrics analysis of
Iranian cinema has not been conducted so far, and in
this study, this quantitative analysis will serve to
analyze a formal element in the film narrative, which
is an innovative method.

2- Methods

The research method is based on the ideas of
Edward Branigan and the method of quantitative
cinemetrics studies. Therefore, in addition to using
library resources, the number and time of various
shots of the film "Breath” have been determined by
computer analysis. In his works, Branigan pays
special attention to the discussion of point of view
and its cinematic form. The POV shot is a shot in
which the camera assumes the position of an
observer, to show us what he sees. He considers the
POV shot as an example of the subjectivity or
narrative of the character. Warren Buckland, in his
book “Narrative and Narration”, also develops
Branigan's theories about the concept of
focalization, which is deeply related to the concept
of empathy, and reaches a fourfold classification of
types of shots:

1- Objective shots that do not focus on the awareness
of any of the characters within the film narrative.

2- Externally focused shots that focus on the
character's awareness of the narrative events, such
as OTS shots.

3- Shallow internally focused shots that show the
character's visual and auditory experience of the
narrative events, such as POV shots.

4- Deep internally focused shots that show the
character's internal events, such as dreams and
hallucinations.

Another method of the present research is
quantitative film or cinemetrics studies. Since the
2000s, attention has been paid to quantitative and
statistical studies in cinema with the development of
software. Critics have used cinematographic data as

a tool to analyze the "style" of filmmakers, genres,
and the history of cinema in countries.

3- Finding

The results of the study show that the film "Breath"
uses the six elements of narrative proposed by
Branigan, including point, view, transition, from
point, object, and character, to develop a dominant
point of view throughout the film and create a first-
person narrative. For example, we examine the type
of decoupage of crowded scenes. In these scenes, in
most shots, the camera is at the point of Bahar (main
character) and from her point of view, the camera
sees the story in the form of a POV or OTS view. Of
course, alongside these shots, there are also shots of
Bahar herself, to show the spectator that what she
sees is from Bahar's perspective. A specific example
of this scene takes place in Bahar's uncle's house.
The structure of this scene is consistent with
Branigan's explanation of POV shots and their
functions. A similar structure can be seen in
numerous scenes in the film, such as Bahar's
presence at the Ghorbatis” house, the demonstration,
the grandmother's house in Yazd, the uncle's house,
and so on. Most of the shots in the film were
recorded with a handheld camera, and this
arrangement also helped bring the sense of the
images closer to the main character's perspective.
The research findings show that about 60 percent of
the movie’s duration and shots are dedicated to
showing the main character himself or her
perspective, in three forms: POV shots and OTS
shots, and her imaginations in the form of animation.
Also, the use of the narrator's voice for about 20
percent of the film's duration has highlighted the role
of the limited first-person narrator in the film's
narrative. These shots tell Bahar's personal narrative
from the books she reads, and not the text or the
narrative of the author of those books. In this way,
the audience becomes more familiar with Bahar's
childish interior and finds empathy. In other words,
these shots are a kind of subjective POV, alongside
Bahar's objective POV shots.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The result of the devices examined in the film
Breath is the focalization of the narrative by
focusing on the character Bahar, which has resulted
in the audience's empathy with this character. The
proportion of POV shots in the film is much higher
than other films in the world and is about 7 times the
maximum of similar cases. Therefore, the visual
system of this film is a special and unique case. In
addition, the decoupage analysis of this film shows
that the director has created a system for a limited
first-person narrative by selecting and arranging
various shots, which has been analyzed with
Branigan's theories on the field of perspective. The
result of this type of narrative, based on Branigan's
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theories about the relationship between empayhy
and focalization, is the audience's empathy with the
character of Bahar. This article is a study of one of
the works of Iranian cinema, which, by carefully
choosing shots and sounds, has managed to bring the
audience closer to the childish interior of its main
character. Certainly, such studies about the well-
made works of Iranian cinema can explain the
efforts of other Iranian filmmakers.
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