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: Abstract
:  Tazieh, recognized as the most significant ritual-religious performance
¢ tradition in Iran, is far more than a cultural event; it constitutes a cultural field
: where various forms of cultural, social, and symbolic capital interact between
: performers and spectators. This interaction mirrors the deeply rooted religious
: consciousness of Iranian society and reinforces collective identity, particularly
: among devout and semi-devout segments, within the framework of the ritual-
: phenomenological experience of Ta'zieh.The purpose of this paper is to examine
: the social relations embedded within the ritual structure of Ta'zieh, applying the
¢ phenomenological lens of Maurice Merleau-Ponty and the sociological field
¢ theory of Pierre Bourdieu. The study aims to interweave Bourdieu’s concept of
: the cultural field with Merleau-Ponty’s focus on embodiment and lived
: experience, to analyze how socio-cultural relations materialize during the
: performance. Drawing on theoretical concepts such as habitus, field,
: embodiment, and perception, this research seeks to address the central question:
phenomenology, Merleau-Ponty, : how can Ta'zieh as a ritual perTormance be interpreted through tt1e combined
sociology, Bourdieu, lived worid, ' framewgrks of M_erlc_eau-Ponty_s phenomen_ology and Bourdieu’s soc_lology
habitus, cultural field, : Employing a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology, and relying on
embodiment, ritual performance. credible library sources and online databases, the study explores the
: philosophical underpinnings of Merleau-Ponty and Bourdieu as analytical
: frameworks. Special emphasis is placed on understanding Tazieh as a ritualized
: form of mourning that not only commemorates historical religious narratives but
¢ also serves as a dynamic space for the reproduction and redefinition of religious
¢ and social identities.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Ta'zieh, one of Iran’s most enduring and profound
performative traditions, is deeply woven into the
religious, social, and cultural fabric of Iranian life. It
is not simply a religious re-enactment but a complex,
multilayered event that encompasses aesthetic,
emotional, social, and symbolic dimensions.
Originating primarily among Shi'a Muslim
communities, Ta'zieh has developed into a powerful
mechanism for embodying collective memories,
religious teachings, and social values. This paper
seeks to analyze the audience's multifaceted
experience of Ta'zieh by bridging two major
theoretical frameworks—Merleau-Ponty's
phenomenology and Bourdieu’s sociology. Through
the field theory of Bourdieu, Ta'zieh is seen as a
cultural field where performers and spectators
navigate structures of power, habitus, and capital.
From Merleau-Ponty’s perspective, the emphasis is
on sensory perception, lived bodily experience, and
the immediate phenomenological world that Ta'zieh
generates for participants. By integrating these two
perspectives, the study offers a comprehensive view
of how Ta'zieh functions not only as a ritual and
performance but as an active site for shaping,
reinforcing, and transmitting cultural, religious, and
social identities.

2- Methods

This article aims to provide a qualitative analysis
of the socio-cultural relations embedded in the ritual
performance of Ta'zieh from the perspectives of
Merleau-Ponty's phenomenology and Bourdieu's
sociology. It adopts a philosophical approach based
on phenomenology and sociology, using the
philosophical concepts and intellectual frameworks
of Merleau-Ponty and Bourdieu as the theoretical
foundation. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method and drawing on library resources and
reputable online databases, this research conducts a
qualitative examination of Ta'zieh as a ritual
performance. The research approach is qualitative,
and the method of investigation and engagement
with conceptual processes and research foundations
is descriptive-analytical. The philosophical basis
and theoretical framework are rooted in
phenomenology and sociology. Following these
theoretical foundations, the ritual performance of
Ta'zieh is analyzed as a cultural and symbolic field
based on Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory, and as a
phenomenological field according to Merleau-
Ponty's views, through a descriptive-analytical
approach.In this regard, the fundamental concepts of
both theories are first examined in detail, and then,
based on these theoretical foundations, a qualitative
analysis of the interweaving of diverse socio-

cultural layers within the ritual performance of
Ta'zieh will be presented.

3- Findings

The findings of the study reveal that the experience
of Ta'zieh is formed at the intersection of immediate
sensory engagement and deeper social structures.
On the phenomenological side, Merleau-Ponty’s
notion of embodiment highlights that perception is
fundamentally rooted in bodily experience. In
Ta'zieh, the audience does not passively observe;
they physically and emotionally engage through
actions such as crying, chest-beating, and chanting.
The vivid visuals, symbolic colors, bodily
movements, and sounds stimulate a full sensory
immersion that makes the ritual profoundly
affecting. From Bourdieu’s sociological viewpoint,
the audience’s engagement is shaped by their
religious habitus—an internalized system of
dispositions acquired through religious upbringing
and cultural participation. Within the cultural field
of Ta'zieh, both performers and spectators bring
their accumulated social and cultural capital.
Participation in Ta'zieh can enhance an individual’s
symbolic capital within the religious community,
thereby contributing to their social legitimacy. The
interaction of Merleau-Ponty's concept of embodied
perception with Bourdieu’s theory of field and
habitus reveals that the Ta'zieh experience is
simultaneously individual and collective. The
immediate sensory immersion (Merleau-Ponty) and
the socially-conditioned interpretative frameworks
(Bourdieu) complement each other to deepen the
religious and emotional impact of the ritual.
Ta'zieh’s visual and performative elements—such
as the distinct color symbolism (black for mourning,
red for martyrdom, green for righteousness), the
depiction of battles, the farewell of martyrs, and
audience participation—create a rich
phenomenological world. These sensory and
emotional stimuli engage the audience on a bodily
level, making the historical and religious narratives
of Ashura present and alive. Simultaneously, the
collective habitus ensures that the audience
interprets these experiences within a shared cultural
and religious framework. The expectation of Imam
Hussein’s martyrdom, the knowledge of Karbala’s
events, and the shared mourning practices unify
individual emotional responses into a collective
ritual identity. Thus, Ta'zieh acts as a dynamic
cultural field where habitus and embodiment
converge, facilitating both the reproduction of Shi‘a
religious identity and the negotiation of
contemporary social meanings.

4- Discussion & Conclusion
The analysis of Ta'zieh through the theoretical
frameworks of Merleau-Ponty and Bourdieu
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illustrates that the ritual is not only a religious
performance but also a complex cultural and social
phenomenon. Ta'zieh provides an immersive
sensory experience that allows participants to
engage with religious narratives in an embodied,
emotional  manner  (Merleau-Ponty),  while
simultaneously functioning within a structured
cultural field where religious, cultural, and social
identities are negotiated and reproduced (Bourdieu).
This dual analysis underscores the multifaceted role
of Ta'zieh: as a reenactment of sacred history, a
reinforcement of collective memory, and a site for
cultural and social interaction. Ta'zieh thereby
serves as a bridge connecting past and present,
individual and community, emotion and structure.
Moreover, the integration of phenomenology and
sociology in analyzing Ta'zieh opens up new
avenues for understanding religious rituals not
merely as representations but as lived, embodied
experiences deeply embedded within social and
cultural frameworks. Ultimately, Ta'zieh stands as a

testament to the enduring power of ritual
performance in shaping collective consciousness,
sustaining religious identities, and navigating the
tensions between tradition and modernity in
contemporary Iranian society.
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