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The methods of deriving and formulating legal-theoretical principles within the Hanafi school have long been the subject of
diverse interpretations. This study aims to provide a precise account of the methods employed by Hanafi jurists in the derivation
and establishment of usali principles and to clarify the actual relationship between legal theory (usi/) and substantive legal rulings
(fird °) within this school. The central question of the research is whether the Hanafi usali methodology is founded solely upon
the inductive examination of subsidiary legal rulings or whether it utilizes a broader range of inferential methods; and, if multiple
methods are indeed employed, how the role of each may be explained within the overall structure of this methodology. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach and based on a comprehensive examination of primary Hanafi legal-theoretical and juristic
sources, this study investigates the methods through which ustli principles are derived in the HanafT tradition. In this regard, the
principal modes of derivation are examined and analyzed, including the induction of subsidiary legal rulings, the induction of
revealed legal texts (istigra’ al-nusiis al-shar ‘iyyah), direct inference from textual evidence (istinbat mubdshir min al-nass), the
examination of the statements of the Companions (istigra’ aqwal al-sahabah), and the utilization of rational proofs (adillah
‘aqliyyah) and linguistic indicators (gara’in lughawiyyah). The findings demonstrate that although the HanafT usali methodology
exhibits methodological diversity, the induction of subsidiary legal rulings occupies a central, foundational, and determinative
position in the formation of its legal-theoretical principles. Hanafi legal theorists generally extracted usili principles through
extensive examination of juristic rulings transmitted from the leading authorities of the school, thereby establishing a close
connection between legal theory and the practical experience of ijzihad. At the same time, the results indicate that the centrality
of inductive analysis of legal rulings does not imply that the Hanafi methodology is confined to this approach alone. Rather,
other inferential methods perform complementary and supportive functions, contributing to the confirmation, consolidation, and
elucidation of ustli principles. Accordingly, the Hanafi usiili methodology may be characterized as an experience-based, practice-
oriented, and flexible approach that adopts a method of detailed differentiation in legal-theoretical terminology while avoiding
excessive dialectical disputes, speculative controversies, and purely hypothetical assumptions. Within this framework, legal
theory emerges from within the substance of positive law itself, a feature that endows the system with a high degree of internal

coherence, practical effectiveness, and intellectual dynamism.
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Introduction

The science of usal al-figh constitutes a foundational discipline in the process of deriving religious
rulings, providing the principles and methodological regulations for understanding religious texts and
extracting legal judgments. Nevertheless, different schools of legal theory throughout the history of
Islamic jurisprudence have developed and formulated their legal-theoretical principles on the basis of
distinct methodological and epistemological foundations.

Among these schools, the Hanafi school occupies a distinctive position. In this tradition, usil al-figh is
not merely a theoretical and abstract discipline; rather, it developed in close connection with subsidiary
legal rulings, the practical experience of ijtihad, and the juristic legacy of the school’s leading
authorities. Consequently, understanding the Hanaft usiilt methodology is impossible without examining
the methods through which ustli principles were derived (takhrij) and established (za ’sis) within this
tradition.

A defining characteristic of the Hanaft school is that many of its ustili principles were derived through
the inductive examination of subsidiary legal rulings and the systematic investigation of opinions
transmitted from the founding authorities of the school. In this process, subsidiary legal rulings
functioned as empirical and concrete data for the formulation of legal-theoretical principles. This does
not imply, however, that the Hanaft methodology was exclusively based on the induction of subsidiary
legal rulings. In addition to this approach, HanafT legal theorists employed the induction of revealed
legal texts, direct inference from textual evidence, the examination of the statements of the Companions,
linguistic indicators, and rational proofs. The Hanafi usiili methodology should therefore be understood
as a multilayered and systematic approach in which legal-theoretical principles emerged within
jurisprudence itself and in close association with the practice of ijtihad.

Method

This study forms part of a doctoral dissertation entitled “Evaluating the Hanafi Usili Methodology:

Formation, Development, and Function.” It employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on an
extensive examination of primary Hanafi legal-theoretical and juristic sources.
The research investigates and analyzes various methods used in the derivation of ustli principles,
including the induction of subsidiary legal rulings, the induction of revealed legal texts, direct inference
from textual evidence, the examination of the statements of the Companions, the study of the Arabic
language, and the utilization of rational correlation and logical reasoning.

Results

The findings of this study demonstrate that the derivation of usiilt principles within the Hanaft school
was not based on a single or simplistic method. Rather, it emerged from a coherent and multilayered set
of inferential tools that collectively contributed to the formation of the school’s legal-theoretical system.
Among these methods, however, the induction of subsidiary legal rulings occupies a central and decisive
position. Through the systematic examination of rulings transmitted from the leading authorities of the
school, HanafT legal theorists sought to extract general principles from particular juristic opinions. As a
result, usil al-figh within the Hanafi tradition maintained a close relationship with earlier juristic rulings
and remained distinct from a purely abstract theoretical discipline.

Alongside the induction of subsidiary legal rulings, the study shows that Hanafi scholars also relied
upon the induction of revealed legal texts to establish and clarify ustli principles. Direct inference from
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textual evidence, the examination of the statements of the Companions, attention to the Arabic language,
and the use of rational and logical principles likewise played important roles in the process of deriving
ustli rules. These methods, however, generally functioned in a supplementary and supportive capacity,
often serving to reinforce or elucidate principles whose primary roots lay in subsidiary legal rulings.

Conclusions
Based on the findings of this study, the derivation and formation of usili principles within the Hanafi

school cannot be attributed to a single method or source. Rather, this process resulted from the
interaction of a comprehensive system of inferential methodologies, at the forefront of which stands the
induction of subsidiary legal rulings.

This characteristic demonstrates that the Hanaft ustilt methodology developed in profound connection
with jurisprudence and the juristic legacy of the school’s founding authorities. Within this tradition,
legal theory was formulated not as an abstract discipline detached from jurisprudence but as an integral
component of juristic practice and experience. Accordingly, usil al-figh for the Hanafis functioned
primarily as a means of explaining, organizing, and systematizing existing legal rulings rather than as a
purely theoretical and speculative enterprise.

At the same time, the present study reveals that although the induction of subsidiary legal rulings plays
a pivotal role, the Hanafl methodology is not confined to this approach. It also incorporates the induction
of revealed legal texts, direct textual inference, the statements of the Companions, linguistic indicators,
and certain forms of rational argumentation. This methodological diversity reflects the flexibility and
pragmatic orientation of the Hanafi school, which sought to maintain a balance between fidelity to the
juristic heritage of earlier authorities and responsiveness to the demands of legal reasoning.

It may therefore be concluded that, by situating legal theory within the heart of jurisprudence, the
Hanafis developed a model of systematic ijtihad in which usil al-figh serves as an instrument for
understanding, explicating, and sustaining juristic reasoning rather than as a field for purely theoretical
disputation.
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