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This study investigates advice-giving strategies in three
crisis-laden plays by Akbar Radi, depicting deteriorating
marriages leading to separation or death. Using Locher’s
(2006) framework of seven strategies (bonding, reinforcing,
criticizing, sympathizing, hedging, complimenting, and
humor), the analysis of 102 advice instances reveals a
striking deviation from non-crisis contexts. Only three
strategies appear: criticizing (47 cases), reinforcing (44
cases), and bonding (11 cases). Strategies requiring positive
emotional capital—sympathy, hedging, compliments, and
humor—are entirely absent. Women (79.5%) are
significantly more active advice-givers than men (20.5%),
reflecting disproportionate emotional responsibility rather
than linguistic dominance. The findings challenge universal
applicability of Locher’s model, introducing the concept of
relational emotional capital (positive/negative) as a
contextual variable determining strategy availability. The
study proposes a three-stage model of advisory
communication decay, identifying a point of no return
where criticism-to-bonding ratio exceeds 5:1, beyond which
advice accelerates relational collapse rather than resolving
problems.
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Introduction

Advice is a common speech act where the giver believes the recommended action benefits the
receiver. However, advice inherently threatens both positive and negative face (Brown and Levinson,
1987), as it implies the receiver’s incompetence and restricts their autonomy. While extensive
research exists on advice in medical, educational, and online contexts, no study has examined advice
in fictional dramatic literature, particularly in the unique, high-stakes context of failing marital
relationships on the verge of collapse. This study analyzes three plays by Akbar Radi (The Blue
Orifice, Savior in the Damp Morning, Hamlet with Season Salad), where marital relationships
deteriorate into separation or death. Using Locher’s (2006) seven-strategy model, this research asks:
(1) Which face dimension (positive/negative) is more threatened? (2) What are the most frequent
advice strategies used by spouses? (3) Are there significant gender differences in strategy use? The
study’s innovations include formulating a model of advisory communication decay and introducing

relational emotional capital as a determining contextual variable.

A brief note of previous works
Existing advice literature falls into several categories. First, healthcare/medical advice (Heritage and
Sefi, 1992; Sarangi and Clarke, 2002; Leppénen, 1998) shows recipients often resist or reject expert
advice. Second, radio/TV call-in advice (Hudson, 1990; Hutchby, 1995) reveals indirect, conditional
structures. Third, online advice (DeCapua and Huber, 1995; Locher, 2006; Morrow, 2012; Kang et
al., 2025) demonstrates that hedging is dominant, unsolicited advice provokes resistance, and gender
patterns exist (women seck and give more advice on relational topics). Fourth, cross-cultural studies
(Hinkel, 1997; Goldsmith and MacGeorge, 2000; Hosni, 2020; Lounis et al., 2025) show that advice
is face-threatening in Western individualistic cultures but seen as solidarity-building in collectivist
cultures (Arab, Russian and Japanese). However, no research has examined advice in dramatic
literary works or in the specific context of failing intimate relationships, leaving a clear gap this study
addresses.
Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework is based on Locher’s (2006) taxonomy of advice strategies, which
identifies seven types: (1) Bonding (relationship-building, e.g., “Let me help you™), (2) Reinforcing
(face-threatening intensifiers, e.g., “You must...,” “It is necessary”), (3) Criticizing (face-threatening
negative evaluation), (4) Sympathizing (expressing understanding of feelings), (5) Hedging

<

(softening devices like “maybe,” “perhaps,” “I think”), (6) Complimenting (praising the recipient),
and (7) Humor (further divided into bonding, mitigating, and critical humor). Locher views advice
as relational work where strategy choice reflects face management. This framework was selected
because it offers a comprehensive, empirically tested categorization specifically designed for

analyzing advice discourse across contexts, unlike simpler speech act taxonomies. The study also
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draws on Brown and Levinson’s (1987) politeness theory to analyze face threats (positive face: desire

to be liked/appreciated; negative face: desire for freedom from imposition).

Method
Data were extracted from three Persian-language plays by Akbar Radi (2006, 2008, 2017). The
selection criteria were: (a) plays depicting marital relationships in crisis, (b) dialogues ending in
separation or death, and (c) containing explicit advice sequences between spouses. Using purposive
sampling, all conversational turns where one spouse explicitly or implicitly recommended a course
of action to the other were identified. Following Locher’s (2006) coding scheme, each advice instance
was independently coded by two trained coders (inter-coder reliability: 92%). A total of 102 advice
instances were analyzed (118 individual strategies, including 20 hybrid strategies combining two
types). Frequency distributions were calculated for each strategy by play and by gender. Qualitative
discourse analysis complemented quantitative findings to interpret contextual meaning. The
methodology is descriptive-analytical, comparative by gender, and grounded in discourse-analytic
traditions.
Discussion

Quantitative findings show that only three of Locher’s seven strategies appear: Criticizing (47 cases,
46.1%), Reinforcing (44 cases, 43.1%), and Bonding (11 cases, 10.8%). Sympathy, hedging,
compliments, and humor are entirely absent (0%). Women produce 81 (79.5%) of all advice versus
men’s 21 (20.5%). Criticizing threatens positive face (blaming, shaming, questioning competence)
more than reinforcing threatens negative face (orders, commands), indicating that in crisis contexts,
establishing moral superiority outweighs restricting the other’s freedom. The absence of hedging and
sympathy directly contradicts Locher’s (2006) and Morrow’s (2012) findings, demonstrating that
context overrides universal preferences.

The study proposes a new theoretical construct: Relational Emotional Capital, the accumulated
history of trust, successful cooperation, and belief in the other’s capacity for positive change. In high
positive capital, all seven strategies are available. In zero or negative capital (as in these plays),
strategy range collapses drastically. The data reveal a three-stage Model of Advisory Communication
Decay: Stage 1 (Bonding attempts, e.g., “Let me flourish, dear”), Stage 2 (Intensified destruction:
criticizing and reinforcing dominate), and Stage 3 (Point of no return: when criticism-to-bonding
ratio exceeds 5:1). Beyond this point, no advice, however polite, is accepted; advice transforms from
problem-solving to accelerating collapse (evident in Shaygan’s suicide, Damagh’s execution, Pileh-
Agha’s abandonment). The four absent strategies (sympathy, hedging, compliments, humor) require
positive capital: in negative capital, sympathy becomes pity/condescension, hedging appears
hypocritical/cowardly, compliments seem manipulative, and humor degenerates into sarcasm and
hostility. This contradicts Burton (2004), showing intimacy alone is insufficient without positive

capital.
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Regarding gender, women’s higher advice frequency does not indicate power or verbosity but
reflects disproportionate emotional responsibility imposed by traditional patriarchal structures.
Women in all three plays bear the burden of managing the relationship and attempting repair, while
men withdraw or resist. This aligns with Kang et al. (2025) on women’s online advice-seeking but
extends it by linking frequency to structural inequality. Qualitatively, no gender difference exists in
strategy types used—crisis erases stylistic gender differences, pushing both sexes toward destructive

strategies.

Conclusion

In crisis-ridden marriages, advice loses its cooperative function and becomes a weapon of blame. The
study expands Locher’s (2006) model by adding relational emotional capital as a necessary
contextual variable. For family therapists and counselors, the practical implication is clear: when
negative emotional capital dominates, advising is not merely ineffective but harmful. Intervention
must first rebuild minimal positive capital through shared successful experiences and reducing
mutual suspicion before any advice can be beneficial. Future research should test the proposed decay

model in other crisis contexts (e.g., parent-adolescent conflict, workplace disputes).
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